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THE RACE TO THE SOUTH POLE 

CLASS 1 HANDOUTS 

 

PROF. BOOTHE CONTACT INFORMATION  
 

Email:  hoodooskr@aol.com  //  Phone:  415-233-1697  (cell) 

Re phone, feel free to text at any time, or to call between 9 am and 9 pm. If you have a question or 

comment and wish a quick response, please text or call rather than sending me an email. Otherwise, 

email is fine. 

 

HANDOUT CONTENTS 

1) Course Outline — pp. 2 – 3   

2) Definition of terms and Explanation of Reference Terms — pp. 4 – 5  

3) Suggested Reading — pp.  8 – 13   

Many, many books have been written about the topics covered in this course, far more than are 

included here. This list, though long, is a selection of books I think are most worth your reading 

and/or are most important. If you want to pursue the course material in more depth, I suggest 

you look at the brief summary comments provided for the books on this list and choose based on 

that. Alternatively, you can contact me and I’ll be happy to talk to you about it, including about 

other material not listed here. 

4) The Entrants in the Race — p. 14 

5) Timelines — pp. 15 – 37  This handout includes three timelines, with varying levels of detail 

and periods covered. The most detailed is Timeline #1 and along with #2, is relevant for the 

entire course. Timeline #3 covers the period I will be discussing in Class 1. For later classes, I 

will  provide detailed timelines for the period covered in the class in question. 

Timeline # 1 — Antarctica through 2020 with World Context  [pp. 15 – 30] 

Timeline #2 — 1900-1922, the Years of the Race and immediately after in greater detail  

[pp. 31 – 36] 

Timeline #3 — Setting the Stage: Antarctic Discovery & Exploration through 1896 [p. 37] 

6) Maps — pp. 38 – 45  

Maps included in this handout are all relevant to Class 1, but several will be useful for later 

classes as well. I will be providing maps specific to the content of each class in upcoming 

handouts.  

mailto:hoodooskr@aol.com
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COURSE OUTLINE  

 

Week 1 — September 23 

Introduction 

• Course Outline 

• Handouts — General Comments on Handouts for this Class and for Course Overall 

• Suggest Reading  

• Antarctica and the South Pole — A Quick Introduction to the Place  

• Setting The Stage — Antarctic Discovery and Exploration Before the Race for the Pole 

 

Week 2 — September 30 

Roald Amundsen — His Polar Apprenticeship 

• The Lure of the Antarctic and Motivation for the race for the Pole 

• Amundsen’s Youth 

• The Belgica Expedition [1897-1899] 

• The Gjøa Expedition  [1903-1906] 

 

Week 3 — October 7 

Robert Falcon Scott & Ernest Shackleton — Their Polar Apprenticeship 

• Carsten Borchgrevink and the Southern Cross — Overture to the Race to the Pole 

• Scott and Shackleton — Backgrounds 

• The Discovery Expedition  [1901-1904]  // The Southern Journey 

 

WEEK 4 — October 14 

Shackleton Returns and Nearly Takes the Prize 

• Shackleton in the Years Immediately Following the Discovery Expedition 

• The Nimrod expedition  [1907-1909] — the 1st Full-out Attempt to Reach the South Pole 

• Shackleton Nearly Takes the Pole — the Nimrod Expedition  [1907-1909] 

o The Southern Journey — a Route to the Pole Found, But Shackleton Stops Short 

• Shackleton’s Heroic Return to England 
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Week 5, 6, 7 —  October 21, 28, and November 4 

The Head-to-Head Race Between Amundsen and Scott, 1910-1913 

Class 5 (Oct. 21) — The Race Begins 

• Amundsen in the Years Following Gjøa; Plans for the Arctic 

• Scott Following Discovery; Plans for the Antarctic 

• Other Potential Entrants in the Race  

• Amundsen Changes Direction, Decides to Go for the South Pole 

• Amundsen And Scott Reach the Antarctic 

o Establish Bases (Amundsen at Bay of Whales; Scott at Cape Evans) 

o Fall Depot Laying 

 

Class 6 (Oct. 28) — Amundsen and Scott Prepare, Then Head South 

• Amundsen’s Winter at Framheim; Scott’s Winter at Cape Evans 

• Amundsen’s Aborted September Start 

o Scott Advances His Base to Hut Point 

• Amundsen, then Scott, Begin their Southward/Poleward Journeys 

• Mid-stages of the Poleward Journeys 

• Amundsen Reaches the South Pole  // At the Pole 

 

Class 7 (Nov. 4) — Amundsen’s Triumph; Scott’s Tragedy; Aftermath 

• Amundsen Begins His Return 

• Scott Reaches the Pole  // At the Pole 

• Amundsen’s Return to Framheim 

• Scott’s Return Trip  // the Last Tent 

• The World’s Reaction 

o To Amundsen’s News and Triumph  // to Scott’s Fate 

 

Week 8 — November 11 

Shackleton Returns: The Triumphant Failure of the Endurance Expedition   

• Shackleton Following the Nimrod 

• Background to the Endurance Expedition 

o William Speirs Bruce’s Plan; Deutschland Expedition 

• The Endurance Expedition in the Weddell Sea  [1914-1916] 

o In the Ross Sea  [1914-1917] 

• Shackleton After the Endurance Expedition 

• Shifts in Reputation for Amundsen / Scott / Shackleton From the Days of the “Race” to 

Today 

• Course Wrap-up 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS AND EXPLANATION OF 

REFERENCE TERMS 

EXPLANATION OF TRADITIONAL REFERENCE TERMS 

ON THE MAP 

ANTARCTIC PENINSULA 

REGION — The portion of the 

Antarctic regions to the south of 

South America. As used in the 

literature, this region is understood 

to include all of the Antarctic 

Peninsula, the Weddell Sea, and the 

South Shetland, South Orkney, and 

South Sandwich islands as well as 

South Georgia Island. 

ROSS SEA REGION — The 

Antarctic regions to the south of 

New Zealand, including the Ross 

Sea, its east and west coasts, and 

the Ross Ice Shelf. This region is 

the center of the story of the Race 

to the Pole. 

EAST ANTARCTICA — The 

continent westward from the Ross 

Sea Region around to the northeast 

corner of the Weddell Sea  

ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION NOMENCLATURE 

The tradition in the Antarctic history literature is to refer to expeditions of what is called “The 

Heroic Age” — more or less the period 1896 – 1922 — by the name of the expedition ship. 

Thus, for example, Scott’s 1901-04 expedition is traditionally known as the “Discovery 

Expedition.” Similarly, Amundsen’s expedition, on which he successfully reached the South 

Pole, is known to Antarctic historians as the “Fram expedition.” Several expeditions following 

the Heroic Age are also referred to in this way, but the practice is not universally used after 

1922. For expeditions prior to the Heroic Age, i.e., before 1896, expedition/voyages are most 

commonly referred to by the name of the expedition/voyage leader. 

I will be following the above practice throughout this course, including in all timelines and 

maps — using leader name titles in the early years, ship name titles during the Heroic Age, and 

for the most part by leader name or country after that. See, for example, Map 2, which 
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identifies the location of the expeditions dealt with in this course by listing the expedition by 

ship name.  

 

GLOSSARY 

ANTARCTIC CIRCLE:  The parallel of latitude (approximately 66° 33' S), where, at the winter 

solstice, the sun fails to rise for one day and where, at the summer solstice, it fails to set for one 

day. The length of continuous day or night increases from 24 hours at the Antarctic Circle as 

one moves south until it reaches six months at the Geographic South Pole. This effect results 

from the fact that the Earth is tilted on its axis at approximately 23° 27' to the plane of its orbit 

around the Sun. The Antarctic Circle has no ecological or political significance.   [NOTE:  

There is a corresponding Polar Circle in the north, the Arctic Circle, which is at approximately 

66° 33’ N latitude) 

ANTARCTIC CONVERGENCE:  The popular name for what Antarctic scientists now call 

the Antarctic Polar Front. This is an ecological boundary in the Southern Ocean where cool 

Antarctic surface waters, flowing north from the coast of the continent, meet and drop below 

the warmer, less dense, and saltier waters coming south from the subtropics. Circling the 

Antarctic continent on an irregular (but semi-fixed) track between roughly 48° and 62° S, the 

region of the Convergence is typically about 20 to 30 miles wide, a narrow band over which 

there are abrupt changes in water and air temperatures. North of the Convergence, climates 

have at least some temperate character. South of it, one is into the Antarctic regions. (Many 

Antarctic scientific and reference works provide a detailed description and scientific definition 

of this phenomenon. An excellent one for the layperson can be found in Riffenburgh, ed., 

Encyclopedia of the Antarctic, vol. 2, pp. 741–43.) 

BESET: As used in Antarctic literature and in this class, the term describes a situation in which 

ice surrounds a ship so completely that it is trapped and unable to move freely. Also, can be 

used to describe the time when a ship is thus trapped. 

CREVASSE: A near vertical rift in an ice sheet or glacier, formed where the ice is under 

sufficient tension to fracture. Open ones are easily seen, but many are thinly bridged by drifted 

snow and are a serious hazard to travel. Crevasse depths, which depend on ice temperature and 

pressure, may exceed 100 feet. 

FAST ICE: Sea or lake ice formed in close attachment to a coast, thus “held fast.” It is sometimes 

held in place by islands, rocks, or grounded icebergs.  

ICE FLOE: Floating ice on the surface of the ocean, often formed at sea, but may also be a broken 

piece of fast ice. 

ICEBERG: A large floating mass of freshwater ice that has broken off (“calved”) from a glacier 

or floating ice shelf (see ice shelf, below). Icebergs calving directly from glaciers tend to be 

under 200 feet long and irregularly shaped. Icebergs born when a portion of a floating ice shelf 

breaks off are typically far larger and much more regularly shaped (see tabular iceberg, 

below). Depending on their density, icebergs show one-fifth to one-seventh of their volume 

above the surface of the water, and may rise as high as 200 feet above that surface. All icebergs 
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break up and decay over time as they drift from their point of origin, driven primarily by water 

currents. Although most disappear within two to three years, some of the largest tabular bergs 

have retained their identity for more than five years, traveling far beyond the Southern Ocean 

before finally disintegrating.  

ICE PACK (OR PACK ICE): A concentration of floating sea ice made up of ice floes. In 

contrast to icebergs, which originate from land ice, pack ice forms at sea when surface water 

freezes during the winter. Broken-off pieces of fast ice can also become part of the pack. Pack 

ice that fails to disperse during the summer remains and grows thicker the following winter, 

becoming more difficult for ships to break through. “Open pack ice” consists of separate floes 

with extensive leads (see lead, below) between them. “Close pack ice” is composed of floes 

mainly in contact with one another. In “consolidated pack ice,” the floes are frozen together, 

completely covering the underlying ocean. 

ICE SHELF: A thick floating sheet of freshwater ice that extends over the sea, originating from 

glaciers on land. Small areas within an ice shelf may be grounded on islands or submarine 

banks. Ice shelves typically end in a cliff edge at the sea front that can rise as much as 150 to 

200 feet above the water and extends hundreds of feet down below the surface. Ice shelves 

fringe much of the Antarctic coast. The largest Antarctic ice shelves are the Ross Ice Shelf, at 

the southern edge of the Ross Sea; the Ronne and Filchner Ice Shelves, at the south of the 

Weddell Sea; and the Amery Ice Shelf, in East Antarctica.  

LEAD: An open lane of water through pack ice. The constant movement of the sea ice resulting 

from winds and currents causes leads to open and close over time.  

ROOKERY: A breeding place for seals or nesting place for penguins or other birds. 

SASTRUGI: Hard ridges of compacted snow formed by wind and erosion on a snow surface. 

Strong winds may produce sastrugi more than three feet high. (Singular form, seldom used, is 

sastrugus.) 

SCURVY: A vitamin-deficiency disease resulting from going too long without ingesting vitamin 

C. Unlike most mammals, humans cannot metabolize this vitamin. Thus, it must come from a 

diet containing it, usually fresh fruit or vegetables, but also raw or lightly cooked meat, in 

particular kidneys or livers (or today, vitamin pills). Scurvy is fatal unless the victim receives 

timely and sufficient vitamin C, but it is also easily cured with no lasting effects by gaining that 

vitamin C.  

SOUTH GEOGRAPHIC POLE: The southern tip of the axis of the Earth’s spin, where the 

sun never sets for six months a year and never rises for the other six months. All the Earth’s 

lines of longitude meet here, at latitude 90°S. (The place that is popularly known as the South 

Pole.) 

Reaching this place was the goal in the “Race to the South Pole” 

SOUTH MAGNETIC POLE: The place in the Southern Hemisphere where a dip needle (a bar 

magnet suspended freely on a horizontal axis) points toward the Earth’s center. This is also the 

southern location that a compass points to. The position of this pole is not fixed. For the past 

several centuries, it has slowly been drifting north and westward. In 2015, its location was far 
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from the south geographic pole, at about 64.5° S, 137.7° E. This is more than 100 miles north 

of the coast of Adélie Land, East Antarctica, and well north of the Antarctic Circle. It is 

currently about 1,800 miles north of the Geographic South Pole. 

TABULAR ICEBERG: An iceberg born when a portion of a floating ice shelf breaks off, or 

“calves.” Newly calved tabular bergs are table-topped―i.e., flat on top with sheer vertical cliffs 

for sides that may rise as much as 200 feet above the water, with up to six times that depth 

below the surface. The larger ones are found only in the Antarctic. Tabular bergs up to 10 miles 

long are relatively common, but they can be much larger. As of 2008, the largest recorded one, 

208 x 60 miles in size, was seen in the Ross Sea in 1956. One nearly 200 miles long, with a 

total surface area of about 4,500 square miles, broke off the Ross Ice Shelf in early 2000.  

  



Handouts for Class 1 of “The Race to the South Pole” — Page 8 

 

SUGGESTED READING 
 

This following is a selected list of books that may be of interest if you want to delve farther into the 

Race to Pole story than we go in the course. Please note that this are my personal selections from 

the many works that are available, especially about Shackleton, Scott, and the Terra Nova and 

Endurance expeditions. If you want more suggestions, let me know.  

The following recommendations are organized as follows: 

Biographies of Key Characters 

    Amundsen 

    Scott 

    Shackleton 

 Expedition Accounts 

Individual Expeditions 

Belgica   [subject of class 2] 

Discovery  [subject of class 3] 

Nimrod   [subject of class 4] 

Fram [subject of classes 5-7] 

Terra Nova  [subject of classes 5-7] 

Endurance  [subject of class 8] 

Joint Expedition Accounts  

Covering both Fram and Terra Nova 

 General History 

 

BIOGRAPHIES OF KEY CHARACTERS 

Amundsen 

Amundsen, Roald, My Life as an Explorer, 1927  [AUTOBIOGRAPHY] — Written in his 

fifties, this is Amundsen’s reflections of his life, unfortunately tinged with bitterness. The 

book is interesting, however, in providing Amundsen’s view of his expedition experiences, 

in particular on the Belgica, which he sees quite differently that he did at the time as 

recorded in his diary. He has little to say, however, about the Fram expedition on which he 

reached the South Pole, instead referring the reader to his book about the expedition. 

 

Bomann-Larsen, Tor, trans. Ingrid Christophersen, Roald Amundsen, 2006 — The first 

major scholarly/critical biography of Amundsen, finally appearing in English 11 years after 

its original publication in Norwegian in 1995. A major contribution of this work is the use of 

many diaries/letters to get insight into just who Amundsen was. The result is a far from 

adoring biography, with many critical comments from Amundsen’s men, along with 

excerpts from Amundsen’s own diaries. The author offers the reader a picture of a very 

complex and difficult man who created conflict on every one of his expeditions, even it 

seems to me, when neither he nor his men say there was any. Expedition accounts tend to be 

focused on personality issues. A book to be read with care and a bit of skepticism — the 

author seems so concerned with bringing out things that are little known about Amundsen, 
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about his problems with his men and dubious decisions that one has to wonder how he ever 

managed to succeed on his expeditions. 

 

Bown, Stephen R., The Last Viking. The Life of Roald Amundsen, 2012 ― Decently  written, 

admiring biography of Amundsen, with occasional discussion of his faults. Somewhat 

focused on the Arctic parts of his career, but with decent coverage of the Antarctic. 

(Comments re Scott are highly negative, typically with Roland Huntford’s point of view, 

whom Bown cites as a significant source. See my comment on Huntford’s Scott and 

Amundsen, below)  

 

Scott 

Crane, David, Scott of the Antarctic. . . . , 2005 ― Well written, admiring biography of 

Scott. Much attention paid to Scott’s personality and actions in context of his social 

and occupational (naval) world. Stresses that Scott was a product of his times and 

personal background. 

 

Preston, Diana, A First Rate Tragedy: Robert Falcon Scott and the Race for the South Pole, 

1997 ― Well written, engaging work that, despite its title implying that this is a book about 

the Terra Nova expedition, is a biography of Scott. First in a spate of biographies that set out 

to refute the very negative view of Scott that Huntford presented in 1979 in Scott and 

Amundsen [SEE BELOW]  Well worth reading, more balanced view of Scott than in many 

other works. 

 

Shackleton  

Huntford, Roland, Julie Summers, David Rowley, The Shackleton Voyages, 2002 ― 

Wonderfully illustrated with expedition photos; covers all of Shackleton’s Antarctic 

expeditions. Limited text 

 

Huntford, Roland, Shackleton, 1985 ― Most comprehensive biography of Shackleton. Well 

written, covers all his Antarctic expeditions with lengthy accounts. Somewhat controversial, 

very negative view of Scott. 

 

Smith, Michael, Shackleton. By Endurance We Conquer, 2014 ― Engagingly written, 

focused on expedition accounts. Not as comprehensive as Huntford, but more balanced in 

discussion of explorers other than Shackleton. 

 

EXPEDITION ACCOUNTS 

1) Accounts of Individual Expeditions 

Belgica Expedition  [1897-99]  [Subject of Class 2] 

Amundsen, Roald, ed. Hugo Decleir, Roald Amundsen’s Belgica Diary: The First 

Scientific Expedition to the Antarctic, 2010 — Opens with editor’s introduction [pp. 1-

12], which includes background to expedition, photos of and biographical info re key 

staff and officers (including Amundsen in particular), notes on the text, end notes. Diary 

follows, divided into 10 chapters by the editor, each with a multi-page editor’s 

introduction, chapter concluding with editor’s end notes. The introductions are very 

useful, providing background and context, as well as information not in the diary that is 
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useful to understanding what Amundsen writes. Sometimes the introductions deal with 

the diary entries that follow, in other cases, discuss the diary content in the preceding 

chapter. If you can find this and want to get Amundsen’s view of the expedition at the 

time, this is a wonderful book. 

 

Boothe, Joan, The Storied Ice, 2011 [Chapter 6] ― Although short, this chapter was the 

most comprehensive recent English language account until the 2021 publication of 

Sancton’s Madhouse at the End of the World [SEE BELOW]. Narrative account 

attempts to reconcile the conflicting versions of events published by several of the 

participants. 

 

Cook, Frederick, Through the First Antarctic Night, 1900  [PARTICIPANT ACCOUNT] 

― Wonderfully written, at times mystical, a delight to read. But this is definitely Cook’s 

point of view of events, sometimes very much at odds with de Gerlache’s version. 

 

Gerlache, Adrien de, trans. Maurice Raraty, Fifteen Months in the Antarctic: Voyage of 

the Belgica, 1998  — The first English translation of de Gerlache’s 1902 expedition 

account, Quinze Mois Dans L’antarctique . . .  In effect, this is a facsimile of the original 

French edition, with the text in English. De Gerlaches account differs in many ways 

from Cook’s Through the First Antarctic Night [SEE], at times presenting a notably 

different picture of the actions of de Gerlache and Lecointe. This version of de 

Gerlache’s account opens with a foreword by Adrien de Gerlache’s son that attempts to 

place the expedition in context and summarizes its accomplishment. Following this, 

there is a translator’s introduction with back ground to the expedition, biographical 

material re de Gerlache, and discussion of what happened to the ship and de Gerlache 

following the expedition. Nearly, but not all, of the photos included in the original 

French are here, though not all that well reproduced. On balance, there is much in here 

that must be added to Cook to understand the expedition, but there are many 

inconsistencies between the two accounts. A real problem lies in the fact that Cook’s 

account is far more detailed. Does that mean it is more accurate? Not necessarily, but in 

some cases Cook is clearly more accurate. In others? At times de Gerlache writes 

vividly, but at others he is pedestrian, without evoking emotion when it would be 

appropriate. 

 

Sancton, Julian, Madhouse at the End of the Earth. The Belgica's Journey into 

the Dark Antarctic Night, 2021 — First book-length English language secondary 

account of the Belgica expedition. Very well written, making much use of 

unpublished and/or untranslated French primary accounts. Author clearly has 

little perspective on rest of Antarctic history (and admits that has no background, 

hadn't even hear of Belgica expedition until five years before book was 

published). Absorbing writing makes reader feel this is the story — 

overwhelmingly focused on the madness. But other important content and 

context is missing, and author does not discuss the many places where there are 

significant discrepancies between participants’ accounts. 

 

Discovery Expedition  [1901-04]     [subject of Class 3] 
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Scott, Robert Falcon, Voyage of the Discovery, 1905  [PARTICIPANT ACCOUNT] ― 

Wonderfully written, a classic of exploration literature, but Scott presents a sanitized, 

carefully edited version of events 

Yelverton, David E., Antarctica Unveiled. Scott's First Expedition and the Quest for the 

Unknown Continent, 2000 ― The best existing secondary account, but at times dense 

reading. Includes a great deal about the political wrangling involved in organizing the 

expedition before it ever sailed for the Antarctic. 

 

Nimrod Expedition [1907-09]  [Subject of Class 4] 

Riffenburgh, Beau, Shackleton’s Forgotten Expedition. The Voyage of the Nimrod, 2005 

― First, and so far, only significant book-length account of this expedition. See also 

Huntford’s account of the expedition in his biography of Shackleton. 

 

Shackleton, Sir Ernest, The Heart of the Antarctic, 1909  [PARTICIPANT ACCOUNT] 

― Well written, stirring account. A classic, well worth reading. 

 

Fram Expedition [1910-12]  [Subject of Classes 5-7] 

Amundsen, Roald [translated, A. G. Chater], The South Pole: An Account of the 

Norwegian Antarctic Expedition in the “Fram” 1910-1912, 1912   [PARTICIPANT 

ACCOUNT] ― Written in a matter-of-fact tone, downplaying the difficulties and 

dangers encountered. “We came, we did, we succeeded” about sums most of it up.  Still, 

definitely worth reading. 

 

Amundsen, Roald, ed. Geir Kløver, trans. Zena Støp and Jo Brannan, The Roald 

Amundsen Diaries, The South Pole Expedition 1910-12, 2010 — Excellent source, 

with worthwhile editorial comments, many photographs. 

 

Terra Nova Expedition  [1910-13]  [Subject of Classes 5-7] 

Cherry-Gerard, Apsley, The Worst Journey in the World, 1922 [PARTICIPANT 

ACCOUNT] ― Has been described as “The best travel book ever written.” George 

Bernard Shaw helped write/edit this account by a member of the expedition who was in 

the next to last supporting party to turn back from the polar journey. Often stirring, 

emotional, and moving. A highly personal account.  

 

Scott, Robert Falcon, Scott’s Last Expedition, 1913 [PARTICIPANT ACCOUNT] ― 

Scott’s version of things, the posthumous publication of his expedition diary. In fact, the 

diaries were edited before publication to remove possible controversial comments. 

Because this is Scott’s dairy, it’s an incomplete account of the full expedition since it 

does not cover expedition events that he did not participate in. But for the southern 

journey, and, in particular it last weeks before Scott’s death, Scott’s diary is the only 

version of events that exists, other than brief letters written by his two companions. 

 

Endurance Expedition  [1914-17]  ― [Subject of Class 8] 

Alexander, Caroline, The Endurance: Shackleton's Legendary Antarctic Expedition, 

1998 ― Wonderfully illustrated with expedition photos, well written, but has errors. 

Focused on Weddell Sea side. Book was written to accompany an exhibit of Frank 
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Hurley’s magnificent Endurance photos at the American Museum of Natural History. 

The exhibit and this book were major contributors in jumpstarting the Shackleton craze 

that began around 1999-2000. 

 

Lansing, Alfred, Endurance, 1959 ― For me, the best secondary account of the Weddell 

Sea side, but has nothing at all about the Ross Sea Party. 

 

Shackleton, Sir Ernest, South, 1919 [PARTICIPANT ACCOUNT] ― Well written, but 

Shackleton presents a somewhat edited version of events, leaving out some crucial 

pieces of the story. Still, a classic work, definitely worth reading. 

 

Tyler-Lewis, Kelly, The Lost Men. The Harrowing Saga of Shackleton's Ross Sea Party, 

2006 ― Well written, tells story well, using the men’s diaries as sources. For me, the 

best of 4 existing secondary accounts about the Ross Sea Party. 

 

Worsley, Frank, Endurance: An Epic of Polar Adventure, 1930 [PARTICIPANT 

ACCOUNT] — Engagingly written account by the captain of the Endurance, much 

about the voyage of the James Caird from Elephant Island to South Georgia. Well worth 

reading. 

 

2) Joint Expedition Accounts 

Boothe, Joan, The Storied Ice, 2011   

― Chapters 1-5 [material in class 1] 

― Chapter 6, Belgica [class 2]  

― Chapter 13, Endurance [class 8] ―  Covers only the Weddell Sea side of the story 

 

Huntford, Roald, Race for the South Pole: The Expedition Diaries of Scott and Amundsen, 

2010 — This book, by Scott’s chief modern critic, presents the south polar journey diaries of 

Scott and Amundsen, supplemented by Bjaaland’s, side-by-side chronologically. The chief 

contribution is in the publication of the Amundsen and Bjaaland diaries, here for the first 

time in English, the translations by Huntford. Huntford opens the book with an introduction 

in which he sets the stage for the diaries that follow. Unsurprisingly, his perspective on the 

two men is unchanged since his Scott and Amundsen, first published in 1979. Despite the 

strong anti-Scott bias thus present, the introduction is useful. Huntford presents only part of 

Amundsen/Bjaaland and Scott’s Fram and Terra Nova diaries, the portions for the polar 

journey. The included entries start on 9/1/1911 with Scott, beginning with Amundsen on 

9/8, the date that he set out on his aborted first attempt to leave. From there on, Huntford 

provides the complete diaries through the end of January 1912, when Amundsen left the Bay 

of Whales while Scott was still on the polar plateau, just beginning his fatal return journey. 

Presenting the diaries in parallel provide a fascinating juxtaposition on Amundsen and 

Scott’s differing approaches and attitudes to what they are doing, what they are facing and 

have to overcome. Amundsen, for example, tends to write about the technical details, “just 

the facts” much of the time, comments on logistic issues. Scott, in contrast, does the same 

but then adds personal thoughts and reflections on the weather, thoughts about science. . .  

Well worth reading, but important to keep Huntford’s perspective in mind when reading the 

editorial comments. 
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Huntford, Roland, Scott and Amundsen, 1979   [U.S. title: The Last Place on Earth] —   

Covers Belgica [class 2]; Discovery [class 3]; Terra Nova, Fram [classes 5-7] ― Very well 

written, gripping joint biography of Scott and Amundsen, with more than half devoted to the 

1910-12 head-to-head race.   

Read with care — Quality of the writing can seduce the reader 

into accepting Huntford’s version without question. But this is in 

fact a very unbalanced book, with a glaring anti-Scott bias and an 

often opposite fawning view of Amundsen. A highly controversial 

book that spawned several later works explicitly written to rebut 

Huntford’s scathing criticism of Scott. 

 

MacPhee, Ross, Race to the End: Amundsen, Scott, and the Attainment of the South Pole, 

2010 ― Covers Terra Nova, Fram [classes 5-7] ― Beautifully illustrated, enjoyable to read. 

Occasional careless errors of fact, including confusion over Amundsen’s dates, but a 

worthwhile choice if you decide to read only one book. 

 

GENERAL HISTORY 

There are many books about Antarctica, but few modern comprehensive histories. Instead, we have 

books about specific expeditions, about periods of time such as The Heroic Age, about work from 

individual countries, or . . .  If you want to read an overall history that will put the Race to the Pole 

in context and tell you the rest of the story, I’d suggest 

Martin, Stephen, A History of Antarctica, 2nd edition, 2013 — This isn’t a perfect book, but it’s 

packed with information and is wonderfully illustrated. Martin attempts to cover the full scope 

of the Antarctic story from Greeks speculation about a southern continent through the adventure 

travelers of the 1990s (though these he actually gives little attention to, just a few brief mentions 

of 2 selected expeditions), then into the very early 21st century. Despite its mostly 

comprehensive coverage — and to my reading, this is the best overall history of the entire 

sweep of Antarctic history currently available — this is a book I am hesitant to recommend to a 

person new to the Antarctic story, simply because of Martin’s sometimes wooden writing style. 

Sadly, Martin’s writing, in fact, suffers in comparison with the frequent splendid quotes he 

includes from primary accounts! Also, in several chapters, there are errors of detail as well as 

passages written in such a way that it would be easy to misunderstand what happened, to 

misinterpret.  But, it is one of the, if not the, best out there. 

 

Boothe, Joan, The Storied Ice: Exploration, Discovery, and Adventure in Antarctica’s Peninsula 

Region, 2011 — OK, I’m recommending my own book, and it’s not even about the region 

where the Race to the Pole took place. But it does present an overall history of a major portion 

of the Antarctic, with references in the text to the Race, as well as covering the Belgica and 

Endurance expeditions. The book also includes two highly detailed, multi-page tables. The first 

is a timeline of events in the Peninsula Regin as well as elsewhere in the Antarctic. The second 

is a table of Antarctic firsts, no matter where they took place. As a result, there is actually a 

good deal of content relevant to both the Ross Sea region as well as to the Race to the Pole 

itself. 
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The Major Entrants in the Race to Be First at the 

South Pole 

 

  
 

Robert Falcon Scott 

1868 – 1912 

Antarctic Expeditions: 

Discovery (1901-04) [leader] 

Terra Nova (1910-12) [leader] 

Roald E. G. 

Amundsen 

1872 – 1928 

Antarctic / Arctic 

Expeditions: 

Belgica (1897-99) [1st mate] 
Gjøa (1903-06)  [leader] 

Fram (1910-12) [leader] 

Maud (1918-21) [leader] 

Aerial North Pole try 

(1925) [co-leader] 

Norge (1926) [co-leader] 

Ernest Henry 

Shackleton 

1874 – 1922  

Antarctic Expeditions: 

Discovery (1901-04) [jun. 

exec officer] 
Nimrod (1907-09) [leader] 

Endurance (1914-16) [leader] 

Ross Sea Party Relief (1916-

17) 

Quest  (1921-22)  [leader] 
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TIMELINE #1  

ANTARCTICA THROUGH 2020 WITH WORLD CONTEXT 
 

 

 
EVENTS IN OR RELEVANT TO 

ANTARCTIC OR NEAR-ANTARCTIC 

REGIONS 

EVENTS IN  

REST OF THE WORLD 

*****  Before 1900 — Setting the Stage ***** 

BC • Greeks speculate existence of a large land mass in the 

Southern Hemisphere, in a frigid zone far to the south 

 

 

to 

1400s 

• 1421-22 — Chinese Fleet may have reached South 

Shetland Islands (dubious speculation) 

• Icelanders led by Erik the Red 

begin European settlement of 

Greenland 

• 1492 — Columbus “discovers” 

new world 

• 1498 — Vasco da Gama reaches 

India via Cape of Good Hope 

 

1500s 

• Maps published showing massive speculative continent 

in Southern Hemisphere 

• 1578 — Englishman Francis Drake discovers sea south 

of Tierra del Fuego (will be named for him, the “Drake 

Passage”) 

• 1513 — Vasco Balboa crosses 

Isthmus of Panama, discovers 

“Great South Sea” (Pacific Ocean)  

• 1519-21 — Magellan’s expedition 

completes 1st world 

circumnavigations, cutting off any 

possible southern continent from 

connection to known lands 

• 1582 — Pope Gregory XIII 

introduces Gregorian Calendar, 

shifting dates forward about 10 

days. 

1600s • 1616 — Dutchmen Willem Schouten and Jacob Le 

Maire discover & name Cape Horn, round it, sailing 

south of South America, from the Atlantic to the Pacific 

• 1641 — 1st known map with South Polar projection 

published 

• 1675 — Englishman Anthony de la Roche discovers 

South Georgia (1st land discovered south of Antarctic 

Convergence)  

• 1699-1700 — Englishman Edmond Halley makes 

scientific voyage to Southern Ocean, 1st to describe 

tabular icebergs 

• 1610-11 — Dutchman Henry 

Hudson explores Hudson Bay 

• 1620 — Mayflower pilgrims 

arrive 

• 1650s — Whaling begins in 

Greenland/Canadian waters, 

including Davis Strait 
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1700 –  

   1749 

• 1738-39 — Frenchman Jean-Baptiste Bouvet de Lozier 

discovers Bouvet Island, in far south Atlantic Ocean, 2nd 

known land south of Antarctic Convergence 

• 1714 — British Board of 

Longitude offers reward for 

solution of problem of finding 

longitude 

 

1750 –  

   1799 

• 1772-75 — British Captain James Cook 

circumnavigates Antarctic regions in high latitude, 

crosses Antarctic Circle for 1st time; 1774, reaches new 

high latitude of 71° 10’S; lands on South Georgia and 

claims for Britain; discovers South Sandwich Islands; 

destroys myth of massive southern continent extending 

far north 

• Late 1780s — fur sealing and elephant sealing begin at 

South Georgia 

 

• 1753 — British naval 

officer/surgeon James Lind’s A 

Treatise of the Scurvy published 

• 1761 — James Harrison’s 

seagoing chronometer 

successfully tested, making it 

possible to determine longitude at 

sea 

• 1775-83 — American 

Revolutionary War 

• 1788 — “Frist Fleet” arrives at 

Port Jackson (today, Sydney) 

Australia, delivering 1st 

transportees to the new penal 

colony 

• 1789 — French Revolution 

 

 

1800 –  

   1849 

• 1800-01 — Fur sealing at South Georgia peaks 

• 1819 — English merchant captain William Smith 

discovers South Shetland Islands — reports find to 

British authorities in Valparaiso 

• 1819-21 — Russian expedition under Fabian von 

Bellingshausen circumnavigates Antarctic regions in 

high latitude, at times well south of Cook’s route; Jan 

27, 1820, sights coast of East Antarctica; discovers 

Peter I Island & Alexander I “Land” 

• 1820 — British Capt. Edward Bransfield surveys South 

Shetlands; Jan 30,  sights Antarctic Peninsula 

— American sealer Nathaniel Palmer sights 

Antarctic continent, Nov 16 

— 1st map of Antarctic regions published based on 

actual discovery rather than speculation 

• 1820-22 — American and British sealers descend on 

South Shetlands, within two summer nearly wipe out 

the fur seal population of the islands 

• 1821 — Feb 7, crewmen of American sealer John Davis 

land on Antarctic Peninsula, 1st recorded landing on 

Antarctic continent 

• 1803-15 Napoleonic Wars engulf 

Europe, ending at Battle of 

Waterloo 

• 1803 — US purchases Louisiana 

territory from France 

• 1812-14 — War between US and 

Britain 

• 1816 — Argentina declares 

independence from Spain 

— Earliest experiments in 

photography, in France 

• 1818 — Chile declares 

independence from Spain 

• 1830 — German Friedrich Gauss 

calculates position of South 

Magnetic Pole 

• 1831 — Englishman James Clark 

Ross reaches North Magnetic Pole 

• 1844 — In US, first time news is 

transmitted by telegraph 
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• 1822-23 — English sealer James Weddell sails deep 

into Weddell Sea, reaches new farthest south of 74° 

20’S on Feb 20, 1823 

• 1831 — English sealer John Biscoe discovered Enderby 

Land (on coast of East Antarctica) 

• 1837-40 — French expedition under Dumont d’Urville. 

To Peninsula region in summer 1837-38; to coast of 

East Antarctica in 1839-40 in search of S. Mag. Pole, 

discovers and names Adelie Land, names Adelie 

penguin 

• 1839 — English sealer John Balleny discovers Balleny 

Islands and Sabrina Land (East Antarctica region) 

• 1838-40 — US expedition under Charles Wilkes. To 

Peninsula region in summer 1838-39;  summer 1839-40, 

to coast of East Antarctica where Wilkes sails along, 

sights scattered land for 1,500 miles along coast of East 

Antarctica [Expedition spends two more years away 

from home, but not in Antarctic, returns to US in 1842] 

• 1839-43 — British expedition under James Clark Ross. 

Summer 1840-41, sails south from Tasmania; discovers 

Ross Sea, Victoria Land, Ross Ice Shelf. Summer 1841-

42, 2nd voyage into Ross Sea. Reaches new farthest 

south of 78° 10’S. Summer 1842-43, in Peninsula 

Region, exploration and several island discoveries in 

Weddell Sea region 

• 1847 — Hunt for fate of English 

expedition led by Sir John 

Franklin that was in search of 

Northwest Passage begins, will 

absorb British interest in polar 

matters for years 

• 1849 — California gold rush 

begins 

 

 

1850 –  

    

1899 

• 1853 — American Capt. John Heard discovers Heard 

Island 

• 1873-74 — German whaler Eduard Dallmann makes 

whaling/sealing voyage to South Shetlands, ventures 

south along west coast of Peninsula, several discoveries 

— 1st vessel with auxiliary motor (steam engine) in 

these waters 

• 1874 — Scottish Gray brothers publish proposal for 

whaling in the Antarctic 

• 1882-83 — German International Polar Year expedition 

spends full year at base on South Georgia 

• 1880s — interest in renewal of Antarctic exploration 

grows 

— FIRST PROPOSALS FOR ATTEMPT TO 

REACH GEOGRAPHIC SOUTH POLE 

• 1890 — First use of name “Antarctica” for the supposed 

continent on a map 

• 1850s — American Matthew 

Fontaine Maury’s sailing 

directions begin to encourage 

ships to take Great Circle Routes, 

much farther south into Indian 

Ocean, results in discoveries 

• 1861-65 — US Civil War  

• 1865-66 — Trans-Atlantic Cable 

successfully laid 

• 1867 — US purchases Alaska 

from Russia 

— Suez Canal opens to traffic 

— US Trans-continental 

railroad completed 

• 1874 — Alexander Graham Bell 

invents telephone 
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• 1892-93 — Scottish “Dundee Whaling” expedition, 

whaling reconnaissance to South Shetlands and 

Antarctic Peninsula area 

• 1982-93; 1893-94 — Norwegian whaling 

reconnaissance to South Shetlands, Peninsula region, 

led by C. A. Larsen, who makes significant discoveries  

• 1893 — British Royal Geographical Society Antarctic 

Committee formed, begins promotion of sending a 

British expedition to Antarctica 

• 1895 — Henrik Bull’s whaling reconnaissance 

expedition to Ross Sea; 7 men including Carsten 

Borchgrevink land at Cape Adare on Jan 25, 1st definite 

landing on main body of Antarctic Continent 

— 6th International Geographical Congress meets in 

London, closes with ringing call for exploration of 

Antarctica: “. . . the exploration of the Antarctic 

regions is the greatest piece of geographical 

exploration still to be undertaken 

• 1897-99 —Belgica expedition, led by Adrien de 

Gerlache, to Peninsula region; ship beset and trapped in 

ice for 13 months resulting in her men spending “the 

first Antarctic night.” Roald Amundsen among 

participants 

• 1898-99 — German oceanographic Valdivia expedition, 

explores southern ocean during summer, opens 

scientific oceanography in Antarctic regions 

• 1898-1900 — Norwegian Carsten Borchgrevink’s 

Southern Cross expedition, 10 men winter at Cape 

Adare on coast of Victoria Land — 1st men to winter on 

the Antarctic Continent 

• 1875-76 — British expedition led 

by Nares, attempts to reach North 

Pole, only gets to 83° 20’  

• 1878 — Swedish Baron Adolf 

Nordenskiöld completes 1st transit 

of Northeast passage (north of 

Siberia) 

• 1882-83 — 1st International Polar 

Year, primarily in Arctic 

• 1884 — World adopts Greenwich 

as common prime meridian 

• 1886 — American Robert Peary 

makes unsuccessful attempt to 

cross Greenland icecap by dogsled 

• 1888 — Norwegian Fridtjof 

Nansen and five others 

successfully cross Greenland 

icecap using skis, man-hauling 

• 1891-92 — Robert Peary explores 

North Greenland, studies native 

survival techniques 

• 1893-96 — Nansen’s voyage with 

Fram, attempts to reach north pole 

by letting ship be frozen in ice and 

drift over pole. Leaves ship with 

companion in mid-voyage, 

reaches new farthest north, 86° 

14’ N using dogs and skis 

• 1896 — 1st modern Olympics 

• 1897 — Swedish explorer S. A. 

Andrée and two companions 

attempt to reach north pole from 

Svalbard using a balloon. Don’t 

get far, balloon crash lands on 

pack ice, participants unhurt and 

make it to small uninhabited 

island, die there   

• 1897 —Marconi receives patent 

for a radio/wireless device 

• 1897-99 — Klondike Gold Rush 

• 1898 — Spanish-American War 
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• 1899-1902 — Boer War, between 

Britain and Dutch Settlers in 

South Africa (Terra Nova 

participant Titus Oakes involved) 

***** 1900 – 1913 — THE YEARS OF THE RACE FOR THE SOUTH POLE ***** 

See Timeline #2 for Greater Detail 

1900 • Borchgrevink’s Southern Cross expedition explores 

Ross Sea; lands on Ross Ice Shelf at location later 

named Bay of Whales; sledging party goes a few miles 

south — the 1st miles south in what will become the 

Race to the Pole 

  

1901 • 1901-04 — Robert Falcon Scott’s Discovery expedition 

to Ross Sea region  

• 1901-03 — Swede Otto Nordenskjöld’s Antarctic 

expedition to Peninsula region.  

• 1901-03 — German Gauss expedition under Drygalski 

to East Antarctica 

 

1902 • 10/30/02 – 2/3/03 — Scott, Wilson, and Shackleton 

make southern journey southward on Ross Ice Shelf to 

new farthest south of 82° 17’ S 

• 1902-04 — Scottish Scotia expedition under William 

Speirs Bruce to Peninsula Region 

• Boer War ends 

1903 • 1903-05 — French Français expedition under Charcot 

to Peninsula Region 

• Wright brothers’ 1st powered 

flight, at Kitty Hawk 

• Amundsen’s begins his voyage in 

Gjøa in attempt to transit the NW 

Passage  (full voyage – 1903-06) 

 

1904 • Bruce of Scotia expedition turns Laurie Island base over 

to Argentina, becomes Argentina’s Orcadas year-round 

meteorological base; has operated continuously ever 

since, the oldest permanent base in the Antarctic 

• Nov — Carl Anton Larsen establishes 1st whaling 

station on South Georgia  

• Amundsen spends 1903-04 winter 

at Gjøahavn, reaches North 

Magnetic Pole; spends 1904-05 

winter in same place 

• 1904-05 — Russo-Japanese War 

1905 • Summer 1905-06, Norwegian whaling factory ship 

Admiralen to South Shetlands, first factory ship there 

• Scott publishes The Voyage of the Discovery, quickly 

hailed as a literary classic 

• Amundsen completes transit of 

NW passage, meeting an 

American whaleship coming from 

the west 

• Norway achieves independence 

from Sweden. Prince Carl of 
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Denmark accepts Norway’s 

invitation and becomes the 

country’s King Haakon I  

1906 • 1906-07 — whaling begins at Deception Island in South 

Shetlands; in following years, will spread throughout 

the Peninsula region 

• San Francisco Earthquake 

• Amundsen completes voyage of 

the Gjøa, sailing the ship to San 

Francisco and leaving her there 

1907 • 1907-09 — Shackleton’s Nimrod expedition, with 

publicly stated goal of reaching South Pole 

 

1908 • Nov 1908-Feb 1909 — Shackleton leads team of 4 

southward on attempt to reach South Pole, turns back 

when only 97 nautical miles from pole because late and 

season and short of food 

• 1908-10 — Charcot returns to Peninsula region with 

Pourquoi-pas?  

• Great Britain formally claims much of Peninsula Region 

as “Falkland Islands Dependencies” 

• William Speirs Bruce publishes proposal for crossing 

the Antarctic continent 

• Apr 12, Frederick Cook reaches 

North Pole (claim made in Sept 

1909) 

1909 • Shackleton returns to Britain at end of Nimrod 

expedition — knighted by King Edward VII 

 

• Apr 9, Robert Peary reaches North 

Pole (claim made in Sept 1909)  

1910 • 1910-13 — Scott’s Terra Nova expedition to Ross Sea 

region, objectives science and to be first to reach the 

South Pole 

• 1910-12 — Amundsen’s Fram expedition to Ross Sea 

region, objective, to be first to reach the South Pole 

• 1910-12 — Japanese Nobu Shirase’s Kainan Maru 

expedition to Ross Sea region; original objective, to 

enter the race to the South Pole  

 

1911 • Dec 14 — Amundsen and 4 others reach South Pole 

• 1911-12 — German Wilhelm Filchner’s Deutschland 

expedition to Weddell Sea;  

• 1911-14 — Douglas Mawson’s Australian Antarctic 

Expedition to East Antarctica; wireless introduced to 

Antarctica 

 

1912 • Jan 17 — Scott and 4 others reach South Pole; all die on 

return journey north 

• Alfred Wegener proposes theory 

of continental drift 
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• March — Amundsen’s Fram arrives in Hobart, 

Tasmania, and tells world of Amundsen’s success 

• November — search team finds Scott’s last tent and 

bodies, learns fate of Scott’s five who had reached the 

pole 

• April — Titanic hits iceberg, sinks 

with great loss of life 

1913 • Terra Nova returns to pick up Scott’s party, receives 

news of Scott’s et al.’s death. Returns north and in 

February, lets the world know 

 

***** Following the Years of the Race ***** 

 

1914 –  

 1919 

• 1914-17 — Shackleton’s Endurance Expedition 

— 1914-16 –  Endurance to Weddell Sea, crushed in 

ice and epic survival story; all 28 men from ship 

survive 

— 1914-17 – Ross Sea Party to Ross Island with 28 

man party to lay depots in support of crossing; 

another epic survival tale, depots are laid but 3 

men die  

 

• 1914 — Panama Canal opens to 

traffic 

• 1914-18 — World War I 

— 1917 – US enters WW I 

• 1917 — Russian revolution 

• 1918 — Amundsen leaves on 

Maud expedition to Arctic 

• 1919 — Treaty of Versailles 

formally ends WW I 

— 1st non-stop trans-

Atlantic flight, from St. 

Johns, Newfoundland to 

Clifden, Ireland 

— Scott Polar Research 

Institute founded 

 

1920 –   

  1924 

• 1920-21 — Cope’s 4-man expedition to Peninsula 

region; Lester and Bagshawe winter at Waterboat Point 

• 1921-22 — Shackleton’s Quest expedition; Shackleton 

dies Jan 5, 1922, at South Georgia; Frank Wild takes 

over and completes expedition 

• 1923 — Britain claims “Ross Sea Dependency” on 

behalf of New Zealand 

— British “Discovery Investigations” formed — 

initiating on-going scientific program in Antarctic 

that will continue uninterrupted until 1939; 

initially uses Scott’s Discovery as expedition ship 

• 1923-24 & 1924-25 — Norwegian Carl Anton Larsen 

takes whaling factory ship fleet under Sir James Clark 

Ross to Ross Sea, inaugurates whaling there 

• 1924 — France claims Adelie Land 

• 1920 — League of Nations 

founded (formally ceases 

operations, 1946) 

• 1921 — Amundsen leaves Maud 

expedition (expedition will 

continue without him for several 

more years) 
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1925 - 

1929 

• 1925 — Argentina claims South Orkneys, South 

Georgia, South Sandwich Islands 

• 1925-26 and 1916-27 — German scientific voyages on 

Meteor identify Antarctic Convergence 

• 1928-29 & 1929-30 — Australian Sir Hubert Wilkins 

leads aerial exploration expeditions to Peninsula 

Region; Nov 16, 1928, with American pilot Carl Ben 

Eielson he makes the first airplane flight in the 

Antarctic, taking off from Deception Island 

• 1928-30 — Richard Byrd’s 1st Antarctic Expedition; 

winters at Bay of Whales, calling base Little America; 

during stay, makes regular weekly radio broadcasts 

home; uses both dogs and motor vehicles for transport; 

Nov 1929, flies from Little America to South Pole and 

back 

• 1929-30 — Norwegian Norvegia expedition uses planes 

and ship to explore coast of East Antarctica 

• 1929-30 & 1930-31 — Douglas Mawson’s BANZARE 

expedition, explores coast of East Antarctica 

• 1925 — Amundsen and Ellsworth 

lead unsuccessful attempt to fly to 

North Pole 

• 1926 — Richard Byrd reports he 

has flown over North Pole 

— Amundsen/Ellsworth/Nobile 

fly from Spitsbergen to 

Alaska, over North Pole, in 

dirigible Norge 

• 1927 — Charles Lindberg flies 

solo across Atlantic 

• 1928 — early in year, Hubert 

Wilkins/Carl Ben Eielson fly non-

stop across Arctic from Alaska to 

Spitsbergen; Wilkins knighted in 

honor of flight 

— Amundsen dies while on 

search for lost aviator 

Nobile 

• 1929 — October, US stock market 

crash 

 

 

1930 - 

1934 

• 1931 — Most shore whaling stations on South Georgia 

and elsewhere in Antarctic shut down as result of 

growth of Pelagic whaling  

— Pelagic whalers greatly increase activity along 

costs of East Antarctic, many land discoveries 

result; activity will increase throughout decade 

• 1933 — Britain claims large part of East Antarctica as 

“Australian Antarctic Territory” on behalf of Australia 

• 1933-35 — Richard Byrd returns to Antarctic, re-

occupies Little America at Bay of Whales; Byrd spends 

solo winter 100 miles inland of Little America; 

substantial aerial exploration; successful use of overland 

motor vehicles 

• 1934-37 — Australian John Rymill leads British 

Graham Land Expedition [BGLE] to Peninsula region, 

spends two winters; substantial successful exploration 

using plane and dogs sledging trips  

• 1930 — Worldwide economic 

collapse begins  

• 1931 — 1st international whaling 

convention signed 

• 1932-33 — 2nd International Polar 

Year, mostly in Arctic 

• 1933 — Hitler becomes 

Chancellor of Germany 

— FDR inaugurated  

 

1935 - 

1939 

• 1935 — Caroline Mikkelsen, wife of whaling factory 

ship captain, sets foot on coast of East Antarctica — 

• 1936 — Spanish Civil War begins 

• 1937 — Japan invades China 
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generally acknowledged as 1st woman to land on 

Antarctica 

• 1935-36 — American Lincoln Ellsworth and pilot 

Herbert Hollick-Kenyon first to fly across the Antarctic 

Continent, from Dundee Island in Peninsula Region to 

Bay of Whales (flight made following failed attempts in 

1933-34 and 1934-35) 

• 1938-39 summer — German Schwabenland expedition 

to East Antarctica 

• 1938-39 — Ellsworth returns, uses plane to explore part 

of East Antarctica 

• 1939 — Norway claims Queen Maud Land portion of 

East Antarctica 

• 1939-40 summer — United States Antarctic Service 

Expedition [USAS] establishes bases at Bay of Whales 

[“West Base”] and on Stonington Island [“East Base”] 

far south on west coast of Antarctic Peninsula; bases 

intended to be permanent 

• 1939 — September, Germany 

invades Poland, starting WW II 

 

 

1940 - 

1944 

• 1940 — Chile claims much of Antarctic Peninsula 

Region 

• 1940-41 summer, US authorities change mind, both 

USAS bases evacuated and abandoned 

• 1941-45 — Nearly all whaling in Antarctic ceased due 

to WW II; also, most exploration 

• 1942-43 — Britain and Argentina trade claims and 

counterclaims at locations in Peninsula Region; 

Argentina formally claims Peninsula region with a 

claim that largely overlaps that of Britain and Chile 

• 1943-44 — British “Operation Tabarin,” secret war-

time mission, establishes year-round bases on Deception 

Island and at Port Lockroy off west coast of Antarctic 

Peninsula 

• 1940-44 — WW II years in 

Europe 

• 1940 — FDR elected to 

unprecedented 3rd term 

• 1941 — Oct, FDR approves US 

atomic program, leading 

eventually to Manhattan Project 

— Dec 7, Japan attacks Pearl 

Harbor; US enters WW II in 

Europe against 

Germany/Italy and in 

Pacific against Japan 

• 1942 — FDR signs EO 9066, 

forced removal of everyone of 

Japanese ancestry from West 

Coast 

— US constructs highway 

through Canada to Alaska; 

“Pioneer Road” completed 

Nov 1942 

• 1944— FDR elected to 4th term 

 

 

• 1945 — Following end of WW II, newly created British 

“Falkland Islands Dependencies Survey” [FIDS] takes 

• 1945 Apr — FDR dies, Truman 

becomes president 
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1945 - 

1949 

over bases and activity of Operation Tabarin — over 

following years, will establish more bases, ongoing 

scientific program both for science and to support 

British political position/claims in Peninsula region 

• 1946-47 summer, Argentina establishes her 1st Antarctic 

base in addition to base on Laurie Island in the South 

Orkneys 

— 1946-47 summer, Chile establishes her 1st 

Antarctic Base 

— 1946-47 summer, US “Operation Highjump” 

expedition brings more than a dozen ships, a 

submarine, and thousands of men to the Antarctic 

for survey work 

• 1947-48 — Finn Ronne’s private expedition to 

Stonington Island, winters there; two women in party, 

1st women to winter south of Antarctic Circle; 

substantial and significant aerial exploration 

— US “Operation Windmill” carries out exploration, 

significant use of helicopters, 1st time in Antarctic 

— Australian government Antarctic program 

[ANARE] begins operation, establishes year-

round bases on Heard and Macquarie Islands; 

summer ship exploration of East Antarctica 

• 1949-52 — International Expedition (Britain / Sweden / 

Norway) to Cape Norvegia at northwest of Weddell 

Sea, establish base at “Maudheim,” occupied for 2 ½ 

years 

— French government expeditions to Adelie Land, 

intended to be permanent, but fire destroys base in 

1952 

— May, WW II ends in Europe 

— June — UN Charter adopted 

— Aug — Atomic bombs 

dropped on Hiroshima & 

Nagasaki 

— Sept — Japan formally 

surrenders — WW II ended 

• 1946 — International Whaling 

Commission formed 

• 1948-49 Berlin Airlift 

 

 

1950 - 

1954 

• Throughout these five years, Britain / Argentina / Chile 

continues to add bases in Peninsula region — at times 

disputing each other’s rights to establish bases 

• 1954 — Australia establishes 1st base on Antarctic 

Continent — Mawson Base, on coast of East Antarctica; 

has been occupied continuously since 

• 1950-53 — Korean War 

• 1952 — Queen Elizabeth II 

succeeds her father, King George 

VI 

• 1953 — Edmund Hillary and 

Tensing Norgay summit Mt. 

Everest, 1st to do so 

• 1954 — US Supreme Court 

Brown vs Board of Education 

decision 
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1955 - 

1959 

• 1955-56, US establishes base at Kainan Bay on Ross Ice 

Shelf and on Ross Island near Scott’s Discovery 

expedition hut in early preparation for upcoming 

International Geophysical Year [IGY] 

— Several other countries, including New Zealand, 

Japan, USSR, establish initial Antarctic bases to 

be used for International Geophysical Year 

• 1955-58 — British led “Commonwealth Trans-

Antarctic Expedition crosses continent from Weddell 

Sea to Ross Island in Ross Sea, using sno-cats. 

Expedition uses plan much like that of Shackleton’s 

Endurance expedition, with crossing party leaving from 

Weddell Sea, supported by depot laying party coming 

from Ross Island. Crossing made in summer 1957-58 

after teams spend prior winter(s) in Antarctic preparing 

• 1956 — Nov, US plane lands at South Pole 

• 1956-57 — Dec 56, construction begins on Amundsen-

Scott Station at South Pole; all materials and personnel 

delivered by air; occupied winter 1957 — has been 

continuously occupied ever since (thought physical 

structure has twice been rebuilt/replaced) 

• 1957-58 (July 57 to Dec 58) — International 

Geophysical Year in Antarctic, 12 nations participating 

with year round bases, many other countries 

participating with summer bases or other ways 

• 1957-58 summer — Argentina govt. offers two tourist 

cruises for Argentine citizens, to Antarctic Peninsula 

region 

• 1958 — Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research 

[SCAR] founded 

• 1959 — Dec, Antarctic Treaty signed in Washington 

DC, 12 founding nations including both the US and the 

USSR; comes into force in 1961 after final ratification 

• 1956 — US interstate Highway 

System created, construction 

begins 

• 1957 — USSR launches Sputnik, 

1st artificial satellite  

• 1959 — Alaska (in January) and 

Hawaii (in August) become the 

49th and 50th US states 

— Alfred Lansing’s book 

Endurance published, 1st 

popular secondary account 

of Shackleton’s expedition; 

huge bestseller at time, then 

interest fades 

FROM 1959 ONWARD, MORE AND MORE COUNTRIES BECAME INVOLVED IN 

GOVERNMENTAL EXPEDITIONS / ONGOING SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMS, AND 

OPERATING PERMANENT YEAR-ROUND AND SUMMER BASES IN THE 

ANTARCTIC. UNLESS THERE IS SOMETHING PARTICULARLY NOTABLE 

ABOUT THESE, I HAVE NOT MADE ENTRIES BELOW 

 

 

1960 – 

1969 

• Throughout decade, government programs slowly begin 

including women in Antarctic programs. First was 

USSR in late 1950s, then others during 1960s. Among 

last are US and Britain 

• 1960 — FDA approves oral 

contraceptive 

• 1961 — Yuri Gagarin becomes 1st 

human to travel in space 
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• 1961 — conservation/maintenance work begins on Scott 

and Shackleton Ross Island huts 

• 1964 — US and Britain mutually agree name “Antarctic 

Peninsula” for what US had called the “Palmer 

Peninsula” and Britain “Graham Land”; Argentina and 

Chile continue to use their own names 

• 1966 — Lindblad Expeditions begins offering tourist 

trips to Antarctica — inaugurates Antarctic tourism 

industry 

• 1967, 1969, 1970 — violent volcanic eruptions on 

Deception Island, destroy bases there 

• 1962 — John Glenn 1st American 

in space 

• 1963 — US President Kennedy 

assassinated 

• 1964 — Pres. Johnson signs Civil 

Rights Act 

• 1965 — Pres. Johnson signs 

Society Security Act of 1965, 

establishing Medicare and 

Medicaid 

• 1965-75 — Vietnam War 

• 1968 — Assassinations of Martin 

Luther King Jr. and Bobby 

Kennedy 

• 1969 — US moon landing by 

Armstrong and Aldrin 

PREVIOUSLY RARE, PRIVATE YACHT TRIPS TO ANTARCTICA BEGIN TO 

BECOME MORE COMMON IN 1970S; SIMULTANEOUSLY, MORE AND MORE 

PRIVATE ADVENTURE TRIPS ARE MADE SOUTH. UNLESS PARTICULARLY  

NOTABLE, THESE ARE NOT LISTED BELOW 

 

 

1970 – 

1979 

• 1972 — Antarctic Treaty system begins program of 

naming/protecting Antarctic Historic 

locations/monuments — 1st recommendations made 

• 1977-78 summer — Argentina establishes “Settlement” 

at its Esperanza Base at tip of Antarctic Peninsula; Jan 

7, 1978, baby born there, son of station leader, whose 

family and pregnant wife have been settled at base so 

baby can be born in Antarctic 

• 1979 — Nov 28, Qantas Antarctic sightseeing flight 

crashes into Mt Erebus on Ross Island; all 257 people 

aboard killed 

• 1979-81 — Private Transglobe expedition led by 

Ranulph Fiennes crosses Antarctica on snowmobiles; 

trip broken midway, party wintering in 1980 in hut on 

polar plateau 

• 1971 — 1st International Earth 

Day celebrated, marking growing 

worldwide environmental 

consciousness 

• 1972 — BART begins passenger 

service 

— Apollo 17 lands on Moon, 

last US moon mission 

• 1974 — President Richard Nixon 

resigns; Gerald Ford becomes 

president  

• 1975 — end of Vietnam War 

— Microsoft founded  

• 1976 — FROMM INSTITUTE 

FOUNDED 

— Apple Inc. founded 

• 1977 — USSR icebreaker 

becomes 1st surface ship to reach 

North Pole 
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• 1978 — Rainbow flag flow for 1st 

time, in Gay Freedom Day parade 

in San Francisco 

— Nov, San Francisco Mayor 

George Moscone and 

supervisor Harvey Milk 

murdered by Dan White  

• 1979 — Roland Huntford’s joint 

biography, Scott and Amundsen, 

published — 1st hypercritical 

narrative of Scott in the Antarctic  

— Iranian revolution 

— CompuServe launces 1st 

consumer internet service 

— USSR invades Afghanistan 

 

1980-

1989 

• 1982 — Mar-June, Falkland Islands War, includes 

action on South Georgia Island in March and April 

• 1983 — Vinson Massif (highest mountain in Antarctica) 

climbed by private adventure party making climb to 

complete the first “Seven Summits” achievement — 

inaugurates “Seven Summits’ goal for many climbers 

• 1985 — existence of growing “Ozone Hole” over 

Antarctica confirmed, discovery published in scientific 

journals 

• 1985-86 — Greenpeace Antarctic expeditions begin 

• 1987 — New Zealand Antarctic Heritage Trust 

established 

• 1989 — major environmental disaster in Antarctic when 

Argentine ship Bahia Paraiso hits a rock, sinks, 

resulting in large oil spill [hulk of ship is still there 

below the water today and residual oil continues to seep 

out] 

• 1980 — CNN begins broadcasting 

• 1981 — 1st launch of a space 

shuttle 

• 1982 — commercial whaling 

moratorium signed, to be effective 

1986 

• 1983 — 1st publication of article 

in scientific journal about AIDS 

• 1984 — 1st Apple Mackintosh — 

1st consumer personal computer to 

popularize mouse 

• 1985 — PBS 7-episode miniseries 

“The Last Place on Earth” 

broadcast, based on Huntford’s 

book 

• 1987 — Montreal Protocol 

signed, agreement to protect 

ozone layer from depletion 

• 1989 — fall of Berlin Wall, 

contributing to break-up of USSR 

 

1990 – 

1999 

• 1991 — International Association of Antarctica Tour 

Operators [IAATO] founded 

— Environmental Protocol [“Madrid Protocol”] to 

Antarctic Treaty adopted after 1989 negotiations 

• 1990 — Feb, dissolution of USSR 

begins 

• 1991 — Gulf War, US  vs Iraq; 

officially ends Feb 28, 1991 
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— prohibits exploration for and extraction of 

mining/minerals through 2041  

• 1993 — United Kingdom Antarctic Heritage Trust 

[UKAHT] begins survey of abandoned British Bases 

• 1994 — last dogs removed from Antarctica, required by 

provision of 1991 Environmental protocol to Antarctic 

Treaty 

• 1995 — significant disintegration of Wordie and Larsen 

Ice Shelves in Peninsula region — far northern portion 

of Larsen Iceshelf (“Larsen A”) collapses 

• 1996 — previously abandoned British base at Port 

Lockroy in Peninsula Region opened as tourist museum, 

immediately becomes a “must stop” for tour ships 

• 1996-97 — Tour operator Quark Expeditions icebreaker 

Kapitan Khlebnikov makes first tourist 

circumnavigation of the Antarctic (and the 10th ever)  

[such a trip has only been done one more time, in 2002-

03] 

• 1999 — Shackleton Exhibit at the American Museum of 

Natural History brings world attention to Shackleton’s 

Endurance expedition — leading to explosion of 

interest in him with his reputation rising to near cult 

status 

• South Pole Station Doctor Jerri Nielsen develops breast 

cancer; emergency mid-winter flight drops supplies for 

her self-treatment; schedule for regular spring flights 

moves up several weeks to evacuate her early — 

receives massive international publicity, TV movie, 

book . . . 

— Aug, Worldwide Web 

[WWW] debuts as publicly 

available service on internet 

— Oct, Oakland Hills firestorm 

• 1993 — European Union formally 

established 

• 1994 — Southern Ocean Whaling 

Sanctuary established 

— “Chunnel” under English 

Channel opens 

— Jeff Bezos founds Amazon 

• 1996 — Motorola Star TAC, 1st 

flip phone, one of 1st mobile 

phones to be widely adopted, goes 

on sale 

— Fox News channel begins 

broadcasting 

• 1997 — Kyoto Protocol signed 

(amendment to US Framework on 

Climate Change)  

• 1998 — books rebutting Roland 

Huntford’s criticism of Scott 

begin to appear 

— Google founded 

As the 21st century opened, it was clear that global warming was impacting 

Antarctica, most obviously in the Peninsula region. For the Antarctic Peninsula 

generally, warming was at rate six times that for rest of Earth. On the west side of 

the Peninsula, it was ten times. For the western Antarctic Peninsula, average 

summer temps rose 2.5° C from 1950 to 2000; average winter temperatures were up 

4.5° C during the same period. 

 

2000 - 

2009 

• 2000 — massive iceberg, 180 miles long, approximately 

4,500 square miles in size, calves off Ross Ice Shelf 

from area near Bay of Whales; soon splits into several 

large pieces, several of which remain in south of Ross 

Sea for several years creating serious disruption to 

wildlife migration patterns 

• 2000 — GPS technology opened 

to public use 

• 2001 — Sept 11, terrorist attack 

on US 

— October, US invades 

Afghanistan 
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• 2000-01 — summer, construction begins on 

replacement Amundsen-Scott station at South Pole 

• 2001 — winter, for 2nd times in three years, South Pole 

doctor because seriously ill after sun has set for winter; 

April, a winter flight made from British base on 

Peninsula, lands at Pole in full darkness delivering a 

replacement doctor and evacuating the ill one — 1st ever 

winter flight to the Pole 

• 2002 — much of northern section of Larsen Ice Shelf 

collapses within one month 

• 2005-06 — summer, whiskey from Shackleton’s 

Nimrod expedition found under floorboards in Cape 

Royds hut, much worldwide excitement 

• 2006 — Dec 1st tractor train using surface route for 

supply from McMurdo Station to Amundsen-Scott 

Station at South Pole arrives — summer route only, one 

trip a season by massive tractor train — had been under 

development for several years prior to this 

• 2007 — Nov, Tourist ship Explorer holed by ice, sinks 

in Bransfield Strait; all 154 people aboard rescued by 

other tourist ships  

• 2007-09 — 4th International Polar Year in Antarctica 

(and Arctic)  

• 2008 — February, replacement Amundsen-Scott station 

at South Pole formally opened —massive, elevated 

structure, on 36 columns 10 feet above the snow 

surface. Some infrastructure — power plant, fuel 

storage, garage, cargo areas, extra housing at summer 

camp — separate and not elevated. The main building, 

which cost $153 million, is 65,000 sq. feet, has 154 

beds, gym, library, lounges, medical and lab spaces, 

window-lined galley 

— March, Wilkins Ice Shelf partially collapses 

• 2009 — Belgium’s new station, Princess Elisabeth, 

completed, officially opened 2/15/2009 — first polar 

base operating completely using renewable energy, 

totally dependent on solar and wind power. Nine 9-

meter-tall wind turbines provide up to 2/3 of electric 

power. Three hundred eighty square meters of 

photovoltaic panels, plus thermal solar panels on station 

roof generate heat for the kitchen etc. Two diesel 

generators are also there to supply power in 

emergencies. 

— Wikipedia goes online 

• 2003 — US invades Iraq 

— Human Genome Project 

completed with 99% of 

human genome sequenced 

to accuracy of 99.99% 

• 2004 — Facebook founded by 

Mark Zuckerberg (and others) 

— Google announces G-mail 

to public 

• 2005 — YouTube launched 

— Hurricane Katrina 

devastates New Orleans and 

Gulf Coast 

• 2006 — Twitter launched 

• 2007 — 1st I-phone sold, 1st true 

smart phone; Google unveils 

competing Android mobile 

operation system 

• 2008 — Lehman Brothers files for 

Bankruptcy, beginning of what 

becomes a global financial 

meltdown 
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2010 - 

2020 

• 2010 — Three large wind turbines begin full operation 

on Arrival Heights above US McMurdo Station, 

supplying power to the US McMurdo Station and New 

Zealand’s Scott Base 

— “Race to the South Pole” exhibit at American 

Museum of Natural History opens 

• 2017 — large iceberg calves off far south portion of 

Larsen Ice Shelf 

• 2020 — Covid-19 pandemic leads to near total 

cancellation of Antarctic 2020-21 tourist season; several 

year-round bases closed for year; many science 

programs postponed 

• 2011 — Syrian Civil war begins 

— Global world population 

reaches 7 billion 

• 2013 — US Supreme Court 

sanctions same-sex marriage in 

US 

• 2014 — ISIS emerges as threat in 

Middle East 

• 2015 — Paris climate accord 

• 2016 — Half of world connected 

to internet 

— United Kingdom votes to 

leave European Union 

• 2020 — Covid-19 pandemic 

worldwide 
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TIMELINE #2  

THE RACE TO THE SOUTH POLE YEARS  

EXTENDED THROUGH SHACKLETON’S LAST EXPEDITION 

(See Timeline #1 for World Context for these years) 

 

 

DATE 
EVENTS IN OR RELEVANT TO 

ANTARCTIC OR NEAR-ANTARCTIC REGIONS 

 

1900 
• Borchgrevink’s Southern Cross expedition explores Ross Sea and sails along face of Ross 

Ice Shelf, lands at location later named Bay of Whales. Sledging party goes a few miles 

south — 1st landing AND travel on ice-self — the 1st miles south in what will become the 

Race to the Pole 

• Robert Falcon Scott appointed to command British Discovery expedition  

 

1901 
• Discovery sails to Ross Sea region to begin what will be a several year expedition, 

commanded by Scott. Ernest Shackleton in party as a junior executive officer 

• 1901-03 — Swede Otto Nordenskjöld’s Antarctic expedition goes to Peninsula region. Six 

men winter on Snow Hill Island; inaugurate dog-sledge travel in region 

— End of year, Antarctic returns to pick up wintering party, cannot reach winter base 

because of ice; early 1902, ship is crushed in ice, sinks. Since one group of three has 

already been dropped off to attempt to reach winter base overland, the result of loss of 

ship is 3 marooned parties spending 1903 winter in south; rescued by Argentine ship in 

Nov 1903 

• 1901-03 — German Gauss expedition under Drygalski sails to East Antarctica — 1902, 

winters in ice, returns to Germany in 1903 — highly successful expedition scientifically, but 

few “adventures,” so generates little public interest 

 

1902 
• Scott’s Discovery expedition establishes winter quarters near Hut Point on Ross Island, the 

men living aboard ship which has been frozen in 

— 10/30/02 – 2/3/03 — Scott, Wilson, and Shackleton make southern journey southward 

on Ross Ice Shelf to new farthest south of 82° 17’ S 

• 1902-04 — Scottish Scotia expedition under William Speirs Bruce goes to Peninsula 

Region, winters 1903 on ship at Scotia Bay, Laurie Island, in South Orkneys 

— Nov 1903, Scotia sails to Buenos Aires, then returns south for a second summer 

(1903-04) of exploration/oceanography in Weddell Sea; discover Coats Land 

 

1903 
• Feb — Argentina takes over Bruce’s base on Laurie Island as a meteorological base, 

renames it Orcadas and commits to making it a permanent base. Has operated year-round 

continuously ever since, the oldest permanent base anywhere in the Antarctic 

• Feb — Discovery unable to escape the ice in McMurdo Sound, forcing Scott’s expedition to 

spend another year in the Antarctic; relief ship Morning transports 10 men back north, 

including Shackleton 
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— 1903-04 summer, Scott and two crewmen make sledging trip into interior of Antarctic 

Polar plateau; discover 1st known Dry Valley 

• 1903-05 — French Français expedition under Jean-Baptiste Charcot to Peninsula Region, 

winters on Wandel (Booth) Island; explores south along west coast of Antarctic Peninsula; 

significant charting and discovery 

IN ARCTIC — Amundsen begins his attempt with his Gjøa expedition to be 1st to 

transit the Northwest Passage in a single ship 

 

1904 
• November — Carl Anton Larsen establishes 1st whaling station on South Georgia, at 

Grytviken  

— In next decade six more whaling stations established on island 

IN ARCTIC — Amundsen’s Gjøa expedition spends 1903-04 winter at Gjøahavn; 

Amundsen reaches North Magnetic Pole early spring; spends following, 1904-05 in 

same location 

 

1905 
• Summer 1905-06, Norwegian whaling factory ship Admiralen to South Shetlands, first 

factory ship there, by end of decade, followed by many others 

• Scott publishes The Voyage of the Discovery, quickly hailed as a literary classic, making 

Scott’s reputation 

IN ARCTIC — Amundsen completes single-ship transit of NW Passage, meeting 

an American whaling ship coming from the west; then spends a 3rd winter on the 

voyage when ice prevents his continuing westward; during winter, sledges to Eagle 

Alaska and sends telegram announcing his success 

 

1906 
• 1906-07 — whaling begins at Deception Island in South Shetlands; factory ships using what 

they name “Whalers Bay” in Port Foster as a base — whaling quickly expands in waters 

around South Shetlands, South Orkneys, and east/west of Antarctic Peninsula 

IN ARCTIC — Amundsen completes the voyage of the Gjøa, sailing the ship as far 

as San Francisco, leaving her there and then returning home to Norway 

 

1907 
• Ernest Shackleton announces his plan to return Antarctic as leader of Nimrod expedition, 

with publicly stated goal of reaching South Pole 

— Scott is already planning his next expedition, but has kept it secret.  

• 1907-1909 — Nimrod Expedition 

— End July — Nimrod sails from England 

 

1908 
• Jan — Nimrod reaches Ross Ice Shelf where Shackleton looks for place to land, establish 

base; cannot find one he feels is safe, retreats to McMurdo Sound; ice extends miles north 

of where Scott had had his Discovery expedition base in 1901-04 

— Feb — Shackleton settles for putting base at Cape Royds, 20 miles north of Hut Point; 

15 men winter at base and Nimrod returns north for the winter, will return next 

summer to pick up wintering party 

— March — six-man party makes 1st ascent of Mt Erebus 

— Nov 1908-Feb 1909 — Shackleton leads team of 4 southward on attempt to reach 

South Pole, setting out with 4 Manchurian ponies to haul sledges; after ponies die one 
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by one, team of men man-haul on foot (no skis); find, pioneer, route up from Ross Ice 

Shelf to Polar Plateau at 9,000 foot elevation; turn back when only 97 nautical miles 

from pole because late and season and short of food  

— Oct 1908-Feb 1909 — three men led by 51-year-old Edgeworth David sledge to South 

Magnetic Pole, man-hauling and to some extent, living off seals & penguins killed en 

route 

• 1908-10 — Charcot returns to Peninsula region with ship Pourquoi-pas? to continue his 

explorations begun with on 1903-05 expedition; winters on Peterman Island in ship; 

significant/substantial exploration using the ship; whalers at Deception Island provide 

important aid (the 1st time whalers have been involved with the exploring expeditions) 

• Great Britain formally claims much of Peninsula Region as “Falkland Islands 

Dependencies” 

• William Speirs Bruce publishes a proposal for crossing the Antarctic continent, using two 

ships, starting from Weddell Sea side and being met on Ross Sea side by support team that 

will lay depots for crossing party — basically the plan that will be adopted by Shackleton’s 

Endurance expedition in 1914 

 

1909 
• Jan — Amundsen formally announces his plans for an Arctic expedition to try to reach the 

North Pole on a deliberately beset drift in Nansen’s Fram 

• Shackleton returns to Britain at end of Nimrod expedition, hailed as a hero, knighted by 

King Edward VII 

ARCTIC EVENTS — In September 1909, Americans Frederick Cook and Robert 

Peary announce to the world that they have reached the North Pole — Cook saying 

he reached the pole 4/12/1908; Peary on 4/9/1909 

• Sept — When Amundsen learns of Cook/Peary claims of having reached North Pole, 

secretly changes his plans to make a try for South Pole — orders 100 dogs and native 

sourced equipment from an agent in Greenland 

• Sept — less than a week after Amundsen has secretly changed his plans, Scott announces 

his plan for the Terra Nova expedition, dual objectives — serious science combined with 

attempt to reach South Pole; plans to follow Shackleton example, using ponies plus a few 

dogs, but will also take motor sledges 

• Japanese naval officer Nobu Shirase announces plan for an expedition to try to reach the 

South Pole, following Shackleton’s model, using ponies 

 

1910 
• American Robert Peary announces plan for an expedition to try for the South Pole; cannot 

raise money, plan canceled 3-4 months after announcement 

• Tour company Thomas Cook and Sons proposes tourist cruise to Antarctic for 1911; does 

not happen 

• Jun — Scott’s Terra Nova leaves England to sail to Antarctica 

• Aug — Amundsen’s Fram leaves Norway to sail to Antarctica 

• Dec — Shirase’s Kainan Maru leaves Japan  

 

1911 

• Jan — Unable to reach Hut Point because of ice in McMurdo Sound, Scott establishes his 

base at Cape Evans on Ross Island, 13 miles north of Hut Point 
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— Amundsen reaches Bay of Whales, establishes his base there 2 miles inland from edge 

of ice shelf, names it Framheim 

• Feb — both Scott and Amundsen head south to establish depots for next summer’s pole 

attempts 

— Shirase reaches Coulman Island in Ross Sea, too much, ice turns back and goes to 

Australia where winters in Sydney 

• Winter 1911 — Scott with 25 men at Cape Evans; Amundsen with party of 9 at Framheim 

• Sept — Amundsen makes early start of pole trip; turns back after only two days when 

temperatures plummet 

• October — Amundsen and four companions leave Framheim with 52 dogs — all men on 

skis — pioneer new route to South Pole;  

• November — Scott leaves base for south pole attempt with large team of supporting parties 

— initially using three modes of transport: 2 motor sledges which quickly fail; 10 ponies; 

small dog teams. Follows route that Shackleton has found.  

• Dec 14 — Amundsen reaches South Pole, spends 3 days there making sure of location, then 

begins return north on Dec 17 

• 1911-12 — German Wilhelm Filchner’s Deutschland expedition to Weddell Sea; reaches 

new farthest south in Weddell Sea, discovers Filchner Ice shelf — planning to winter at a 

base in far south of Weddell Sea 

— Ship trapped in ice, 33 men aboard winter on ship during beset drift north for months, 

escape at last in November 

— Expedition riddled with conflict, especially between Filchner and ship’s captain 

Vahsel plus most of the other officers 

• 1911-14 — Douglas Mawson’s Australian Antarctic Expedition to East Antarctica using 

expedition ship Aurora 

— Party of 19 men winter in 1912 under Mawson Cape Denison on coast of East 

Antarctica, one of windiest places on Earth, called by Mawson “The Home of the 

Blizzard”; team of 9 men under Frank Wild winter at base on Shackleton Ice Shelf off 

coast of East Antarctica 

— major sledging trips from both bases summer 1912-13; sledging team of 3 led by 

Mawson experiences disaster, two men die and Mawson just makes it back, forced to 

spend a 2nd winter with 6 men who have remained behind to rescue him 

— wireless introduced to Antarctica, successful messages back and forth between Cape 

Denison and relay station established on Macquarie Island where 3rd base for the 

expedition has been placed, largely for purposes of the wireless 

— Shackleton Ice Shelf base relieved by Aurora in 1912-13; the 7 men at Cape Denison 

(including Mawson) picked up by Aurora in 1913-14 

 

1912 
• Jan 17 — Scott, with Birdie Bowers, Edward Wilson, Titus Oates, and Petty Officer Evans 

reach South Pole, find Amundsen’s markers and tent as well as note from Amundsen; Jan 

18, begin their return north 

• Jan 25 — Amundsen’s five man party safely reaches Framheim with 11 surviving dogs; 

leave Bay of Whales on Jan 30 to sail to Hobart Tasmania to send the world news of their 

success, delivered in early March 
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• Jan-March — Scott’s five make increasing difficult return journey north 

— Late February — PO Evans dies almost at bottom of Beardmore Glacier 

— March 16 or 17 — Oakes walks out of tent into a blizzard, never seen again 

— March 20 — Scott, Wilson, Bowers stopped by weather 11 miles short of key depot; 

remain there in tent until all die around March 29, each man writing letters and 

messages to family and others — Scott writes many missives, including his message 

to the public 

• March, Terra Nova, which has arrived to pick up Scott’s party, takes many back north, 

leaving 13 men at Cape Evans for a 2nd winter 

• Oct 30 —  12 men from Cape Evans set out south to see if discover what happened to Scott; 

Nov 12, find Scott’s last tent, bodies, diaries . . . ; return to Cape Evans and deliver the news 

 

1913 
• Terra Nova returns to pick up Scott’s party, receives news of Scott’s et al’s death. Returns 

north and in February, lets the world know — Scott almost at once rises to tragic & mythic 

hero status, eclipsing both Shackleton and Amundsen  

• Shackleton announces plans for a new expedition — to cross the Antarctic Continent via the 

South Pole. He adopts Bruce’s plan originally proposed in 1908, will use two ships, start 

crossing from Weddell Sea side, with a support party sailing to the Ross Sea to lay depots 

that the crossing party will pick up on their way north to Ross Island after reaching the 

South Pole 

***** Following the Fram and Terra Nova Expeditions ***** 

 

1914 
• August — Shackleton’s Endurance sails from England despite fact that Britain has just 

mobilized for WW I, sails with approval of King George V and the British Admiralty 

— Dec, Endurance leaves South Georgia with 28 men, heading for Weddell Sea 

• Dec — Aurora leaves Hobart Tasmania with 28 man Ross Sea Party for Ross Sea — this 

group is tasked with laying depots to be used by Shackleton’s crossing party. Plan is for 

ship to remain in south during winter, men will live on ship 

 

1915 

• Jan — Endurance beset, trapped in ice of Weddell Sea, begins drift 

— End of month, men of Ross Sea party set out to lay initial depots; disastrous trip, most 

of dogs die 

• May —  Ross Sea Party’s Aurora torn from anchors in storm, begins beset drift north in 

Ross Sea with 18 men aboard, marooning 10 men — who take up residence in Scott’s Cape 

Evans hut 

— Marooned men spend winter creating supplies, equipment, using what they find Scott 

has left behind, so that they can lay depots for Shackleton come summer 

• Sept — men of Ross Sea party begin the sledging trips to lay the depots 

• October, Endurance crushed in ice, abandoned, leading to start of months of camping on ice 

floes drifting north for 28 men 

1916 
• Marooned men of Ross Sea Party succeed in laying depots, but 3 men die in effort 

• April — drift on ice floes brings Shackleton’s Weddell Sea group to tip of Antarctic 

Peninsula; take to boats for trip to Elephant Island 
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— Reach Elephant Island after more than a week in the boats 

— May, Shackleton and 5 others set out in 22 ½ foot long James Caird to try to reach 

South Georgia, 800 miles distant, to get help; reach and then cross South Georgia to 

reach whaling station 

— August, after 3 previous failed attempts to reach the men on Elephant Island, Chilean 

vessel Yelcho reaches and rescues Shackleton’s men, all still alive 

• Drifting Aurora eventually escapes the ice and, though damaged, reaches New Zealand at 

beginning of April 1916, too late in season to sail back south to rescue the marooned men  

1917 
• Late Dec 1916 – Feb 1917, Aurora, with Shackleton aboard as supernumerary, sails to Ross 

Sea, rescues the surviving seven from the marooned ten 

1918  

1919 
• Whaling resumes in Falkland Islands Dependencies 

1920 
• 1920-21 — John Lachlan Cope, a survivor of Shackleton’s Ross Sea Party, leads a 

barebones four-man expedition to the Antarctic Peninsula — he and one other leave in 

frustration at end of summer but two members of the team remain, Maxime Lester and 

Thomas Bagshawe, who spend a winter in a cobbled together hut at “Waterboat” point 

1921 • Shackleton leaves England for what will be his final Antarctic expedition, on the Quest, 

planned as summer only expedition, with intent to make 1st plane flights in Antarctic.  

 

1922 
• Jan 5 — the day after the Quest arrives as South Georgia, Shackleton dies of a heart attack. 

Two months later, at his wife’s request, he is buried on the island in the whaler’s cemetery 

at Grytviken. Following Shackleton’s death, Frank Wild takes over command and 

completes a truncated expedition.  

— March, Wild and others from Quest erect large rock memorial to Shackleton at King 

Edward Point, near Grytviken on South Georgia 
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TIMELINE # 3  

SETTING THE STAGE:  

ANTARCTIC DISCOVERY AND EXPLORATION THROUGH 1896 

 

BC ― Greeks speculate that a large land mass exists in the S. Hemisphere, in a frigid zone far to 

the south 

1519 ― Magellan discovers Strait of Magellan, circumnavigates world, cutting off any speculated 

land in the far south from known land 

1500s ― Maps published showing massive land mass in the Southern Hemisphere 

1641 ― First known South Polar projection map published 

1675 ― South Georgia Island discovered, first true Antarctic type land 

1772-

75 

― James Cook circumnavigates Antarctic regions in a high latitude, crosses Antarctic Circle, 

reaches 71º 10’ S; destroys the myth of massive southern continent extending far north 

1819 ― William Smith discovers South Shetlands, leading to a sealing rush to the islands as well 

as renewed exploration 

1820 ― Fabian von Bellingshausen sights coast of East Antarctica, Jan 27; second high latitude of 

Antarctic completed 1821, at times well to south of Cook’s route 

― 1st map of Antarctic regions based on discovery rather than speculation published 

1821 ― First landing on Antarctic continent, by American sealers, on Antarctic Peninsula 

1823 ― James Weddell sails deep into Weddell Sea, reaches 74º 20’ S 

1840 ― Frenchman Dumont d’Urville discovers Adélie Land, on coast of East Antarctica; 

American Charles Wilkes sights scattered land for 1500 miles along coast of East 

Antarctica; Wilkes writes of having seen “The Antarctic Continent” 

1841 ― James Clark Ross discovers Ross Sea, Victoria Land, Ross Ice Shelf; reaches 78º 10’ S 

1880s ― Interest in renewal of Antarctic exploration grows; first proposals to attempt to reach the 

South Pole itself 

1890 ― First use of name “Antarctica” for the supposed continent on a published map 

1893 ― British Royal Geographical Society Antarctic Committee formed, begins promotion of 

sending British expedition to Antarctica 

1895 ― Henrik Bull’s whaling reconnaissance expedition to Ross Sea, lands at Cape Adare, first 

definite landing on main body of Antarctic Continent 

― 6th International Geographical Congress concludes with a ringing call for Antarctic 

exploration, stating “. . . the exploration of the Antarctic Regions is the greatest piece of 

geographical exploration still to be undertaken.” 
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MAPS 
 

NOTE:  See definition of terms and Explanation of 

Reference Terms 

(#2 in this handout) for explanation of selected terms used in map captions 

 

 

1. Where Antarctica Sits on the Globe, Showing its Position Relative to 

Continents to the North. 

 

2. Polar Projection of Antarctic Continent — Showing Location of Race to the 

South Pole Expeditions as Well as Other Expeditions Covered in Course.  

 

3. Summary Topographic Map of Antarctic Continent, Showing Location of the 

Geographic South Pole, on the Polar Plateau. 

 

4. 1570 World Map — by Ortelius 

 

5. Track of Capt. James Cook’s 1772-75 Circumnavigation of the Antarctic 

Regions 

 

6. Track of James Clark Ross’s 1840-41 Voyage of discovery into the Ross Sea 

 

7. Where the Expeditions of the Heroic Age Explored in the Years 1897 – 1917  
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MAP 1 — Where Antarctica sits on the Globe  

Showing its position relative to continents to the north. The dashed red line indicates 

the Antarctic Circle, which is at 66° 33’ South latitude.  

The line of longitude marked as 0° in the upper part of the map is the Greenwich 

Meridian. It extends through the Geographic South Pole, at which point it becomes the 

180° line, the International Date Line. 
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MAP 2 — Where Expeditions Covered in the Course Took Place 

This map displays two things: 1) The relation of the regions in the Antarctic referred to in this 

course relative to the continents to the north. Thus, we can see here that the ROSS SEA 

REGION lies south of Australia, while the ANTARCTIC PENINSULA REGION is 

immediately south of South America. 2) Where the expeditions discussed took place. 

The Actual Race was entirely in the ROSS SEA REGION, beginning with Scott’s 1901-04 

Discovery Expedition. Next came Shackleton’s 1907-09 Nimrod venture, followed by the head 

to head contest between Amundsen on his 1910-12 Fram expedition and Scott on the 1910-13 

Terra Nova expedition. Also in that region was Nobu Shirase’s 1910-12 Kainan Maru, which 

was originally an entrant in the race, but pulled out before really starting. 

In the PENINSULA REGION, we have the before-and-after-the race expeditions. First came 

the 1897-99 Belgica, on which Amundsen received his Antarctic baptism. And after Amundsen 

had won the race to the pole, Shackleton returned with his 1914-16 Endurance expedition to 

the Weddell Sea (supported by his Ross Sea Party in the Ross Sea Region.) The final 

expedition shown is Shackleton’s 1921-22 Quest, which was in the Peninsula Region and the 

fringes of East Antarctica. 
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MAP 3 — Summary Topographic Map of Antarctic 

The Geographic South Pole — the target of the “Race for the South Pole” — is at the precise 

center of this map, located at about 9,200 foot elevation on the Polar Plateau created by the 

polar ice cap. 
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MAP 4 — 1570 World Map by Dutch cartographer Ortelius 

Published in Amsterdam in 1570. Solid coastline of speculative continent in far south — titled 

“Terra Australis Nondum Cognita” [Southern Land Not Yet Known] implies actual knowledge 

but is almost certainly invention. As a 21st century historian has commented, Ortelius’ Southern 

Continent occupies “every space where its presence was not yet disproved.” 

Note that map reflects the fact, as proved by Magellan, that it is possible to circumnavigate the 

earth by sea. Strait of Magellan is shown separating the main South American continent from the 

speculative Southern Continent, i.e., identifying Tierra del Fuego as a part of the Southern 

Continent. Note also the very imperfect understanding of the west coast of North America 
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MAP 5 — Track of Capt. James Cook’s 1772-75 Antarctic Regions 

Circumnavigation 

Cook achieved his full circumnavigation of the Antarctic Region over the course of three 

summers. In doing this, there were several sections of ocean, in particular the Pacific, that he 

sailed more than once. The red line above combines the farthest south portions of the tracks 

from each of these three summers. Note the three southward crossings of the Antarctic Circle 

(indicated by the dashed blue line). The 1st is the one in the upper right quadrant, taking place 

on January 17, 1773. Cook’s farthest south of 71° 10’ S — which record stood for 50 years — 

was achieved on Jan 30, 1774, It is marked with  
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MAP 6 — James Clark Ross’s 1840-41 Track into the Ross Sea 

See Maps 2 and 3 for Context/Location of this detail map of Ross Sea Region 

Ross sailed south from Tasmania with two ships, the Erebus and Terror, heading to the east of 

land that he knew was in the south since it had been seen the previous summer by both and 

American and French expedition. At the beginning of January 1841, he deliberately sailed his 

ships into the pack ice that seemed to block his way. Four days later, he emerged from the 

pack ice into a new discovery, the open waters of what is now called the Ross Sea. Discovery 

after discovery followed, all of which he named — Victoria Land after the recently crowned 

queen; McMurdo Sound after one of his officers; and the most amazing discovery of all, the 

massive ice shelf he named “The Great Ice Barrier,” today called the Ross Ice Shelf. He also 

named two mountains on what we know today as Ross Island — Mt. Erebus, a smoking, 

active volcano after his own ship, and Mt. Terror, a dormant volcano after the other ship. 

All these locations first seen by Ross’s expedition are part of the story of the Race to the Pole. 
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MAP 7 — Where the Expeditions of the Heroic Age Explored 

in the Years 1897 to 1917 

The Expeditions of the Heroic Age worked explored much of the coasts of the Antarctic 

continent and, to a much more limited extent, inland. The green line indicates coastal 

exploration, some of which included landings at selected locations. The Yellow lines 

indicate the significant inland explorations, including those by the participants in the Race 

to the Pole en route to the Geographic South Pole. 

 

 

 


