
 The Fromm Institute for Lifelong Learning  
 at the University of San Francisco

  WINTER SESSION 2022 
               In-Person and Online Learning from Jan. 10 - Mar. 3



THE WINTER 2022 COURSE SELECTIONS 
Full descriptions and faculty biographies appear on pages 5 through 29.  Instructions on “how to enroll” are on page 4. Classes meet online via Zoom, 
as a hybrid (on Zoom and in‐person) and In‐Person only at Fromm Hall.  Classes run eight weeks from January 10 until March 3.  The Academic Calendar 
appears at the top of page 5.   
 
MONDAY 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.  
 Prof. Therese Doan   Food Fads, Fats and Facts 

 Prof. Jan Wahl   Design, Dance & Documentaries   
 Prof. Alan Goldberg  Jewish (and Compatriot) Bards and Troubadours  

 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.  
 

Prof. Sarita Nyasha Cannon   Narratives of Black Resistance 
 

Prof. John Rothmann    The Challenges We Face: A Weekly Analysis of the Issues That Matter 
 

Prof. Tony Kashani    Is Big Tech Ruining the World? Neoliberalism, Democracy & the Tech Industry 
 
 
 
TUESDAY 
 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.   
Prof. Sunnie Evers   Renaissance Rivalry 

 
Prof. Scott Foglesong   The Symphonic Tradition 

 
Prof. Thomas Lorch   An Adventure Into American Poetry 

 
 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.   
Prof. James Sokol   Exploring Opera: The Divos  

 
Prof. Larry Eilenberg    The 1960s: America on Stage & Screen 

 
Prof. Lynne Kaufman    SEMINAR: Telling Your Story ‐ A Workshop  

 
Prof. Mike Arnold    The Economy: Where Are We, Where Have We Been, Where Are We Going? 

IN-PERSON ONLY

HYBRID

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

IN-PERSON ONLY

IN-PERSON ONLY

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

IN-PERSON ONLY

HYBRID

ONLINE VIA ZOOM
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ONLINE VIA ZOOM

ONLINE VIA ZOOM
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THE WINTER 2022 COURSE SELECTIONS 
Full descriptions and faculty biographies appear on pages 5 through 29.  Instructions on “how to enroll” are on page 4. Classes meet online via Zoom, 
as a hybrid (on Zoom and in‐person) and In‐Person only at Fromm Hall.  Classes run eight weeks from January 10 until March 3.  The Academic Calendar 
appears at the top of page 5.     
 
WEDNESDAY 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.  
Prof. Andrew Fraknoi   Wonders of the Universe Series  

Prof. Richie Unterberger   Respect – Minority Voices in Early Soul, Reggae, Rock and Folk 

Prof. Michael Zimmerman   SEMINAR: King Lear 
 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.  
 

Prof. Debashish Banerji   Indian Wisdom Traditions 
 

Prof. David Clay Large    We Will Not Be Replaced: The Rise of Rightest Populism 
 

Prof. Alice Freed    Language & Sexism: Still a Problem After all These Years? 
 

   

 
THURSDAY 
 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.   
Prof. Cary Pepper   The Films of Elia Kazan: 1947 ‐ 1957 

 
Prof. Kip Cranna    The Magic of Mozart: Adventures of Operatic Elegance 

 
Prof. Douglas Kenning    The Golden Age of Arab Islam 

 
 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.   
Prof. Patrick Hunt   Science in Archaeology  

 
Prof. Nikolaus Hohmann    Frederick the Great 

 
Prof. Richard Covert   American Traitors  & Turncoats – 1775 to 2020

IN-PERSON ONLY

IN-PERSON ONLY

IN-PERSON ONLY

HYBRID

HYBRID

HYBRID

HYBRID

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

ONLINE VIA ZOOM
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IN THIS CATALOG 
In this booklet you’ll find all of this session’s online  
courses, their descriptions, and our faculty biographies, 
also general information about enrollment.  Since 1976,  
the Fromm Institute has encouraged ‘career‐free’ 
persons, age 50 and older, from all walks of life, to 
engage their minds in academic pursuits.  As you discover 
what our lifelong learning program is all about, you are 
invited to join them. 
 
 
MISSION 
The Fromm Institute, a “University within a University,” 
stages daytime courses for retired adults over 50  
years of age.  Founded by Alfred and Hanna Fromm, the  
Institute offers intellectual and social stimulation by  
introducing its members to a wide range of college level 
learning opportunities. 
 
 
VALUES 
The Institute has a firm commitment to learning, 
believing that older students should be able to learn 
within a peer setting and be taught by emeritus 
professors of their own age.  As an independent, non‐
profit program on the USF campus, it appeals to its 
members and to a broader philanthropic community for 
financial support.  
 
The Fromm Institute welcomes people regardless of 
previous academic achievement or their ability to pay a 
modest membership fee. This San Francisco “original” 
serves hundreds of older students each day, and includes 
thousands among its lifelong learning student body  
and alumni. 

HOW TO ENROLL 
Enroll online at https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/signup beginning Monday, 
November 29, 2021.  If you have any questions please call us at 415‐422‐6805 or 
email us (fromm@usfca.edu).  The last chance to enroll this session is 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, January 5, 2022. Once classes start, please call the office to enroll.  
  

FEES 
The fees for participating in an online course is $100 per class with a $50 discount 
on your fourth and eighth class.  Scholarships are available for a maximum of 
four courses, but everyone must pay something toward their membership.  Your 
membership fee is not tuition and cannot be prorated or applied to a future 
session. Payment is collected online through enrollment and may be done using 
a credit card or PayPal account.

Derek S. Leighnor, Esq. 
Executive Director  

 
Scott Moules  

Assistant Director, Technology & Design 
 

Carla Hall  
Assistant Director, Program Resources 

 
Herbert Gracia   

Specialist, Instructional Technology & 
Media 

 
Dawa Dorjee   

Program Manager, Student Services 
 

Alfredo Martinez  
Program & Fundraising Assistant 

 
Professor Jonathan Bailey 

The Al Jonsen Dean of Academic Affairs

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF CONTACT US
The Fromm Institute 

office is open Monday 
through Thursdays and 
every other Friday.  You 

can reach us at:  
 

Phone: 415‐422‐6805    
 

Email: fromm@usfca.edu 
 

Web: fromminstitute.org 
 

To Enroll: Click Here 

 
Mailing Address:  

2130 Fulton St. | SF, CA  
94117‐1080
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
WINTER SESSION 2022 

November 29 – Course Catalogs emailed / Enrollment Starts at https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/signup 
December 15 – Parking Applications are due 

January 5 – Online Enrollment Ends – Please call to enroll after January 5 
January 10 – March 3 – Classes in Session 

January 17 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day ‐ Holiday (no classes) 
February 21 – Presidents’ Day ‐ Holiday (no classes) 

March 7 – 10 – Make Up Week

WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

MONDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
Food Fads, Fats, and Facts 
Prof. Therese Doan  
Do you desire to eat well and stay well? Have you ever wondered about the saying “You are what you eat?” Have you ever felt really good about 
eating/drinking something and yet, only moments after it passes your lips, you started to feel unwell? Do you know whether fat is bad for you? 
Have you ever tried to lose weight by following a certain diet regimen only to gain it all back and more after you quit that diet? If you answered 
“Yes” to any of the above, then this course is right for you. The course is all about building a relationship with food by understanding what it is, 
what it does and what it can do for you. In this course, you will learn: 1) general principles of nutrition, 2) micronutrients and macronutrients, 
especially fat; and 3) popular diet regimens. The outcome will be for you to enjoy eating, knowing what’s good for you and your health. 
 
 

Professor Therese Doan 
Therese Vinson Doan has a PhD in Nursing from UCSF. She holds an Associate Professor position at San Francisco State University 
(SFSU). Although she is considered to be the Geriatric specialist at SFSU School of Nursing, her 35‐year clinical experience is 
rather eclectic. Prior to teaching, her nursing practice included internal medicine, critical care, women’s health, community health, 
and palliative care. As a nurse, her approach to patient care and self‐care is holistic. She views the human body, mind, and spirit 
as one entity united in health and illness. In this course, she will convey important and common information about human anatomy 
and physiology, aiming to help you to understand and deepen your relationship with your body.

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/signup


WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
 

MONDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
Design, Dance and Documentaries 
Professor Jan Wahl 
Professor Wahl will dive deeply into production design, dance and documentaries of all kinds in this exciting class. Each class will have at least 
two visual examples each of production design, dance and its experts and foreign and domestic documentaries. 
 
 
 
 

Professor Jan Wahl 
Recognized as a woman of many hats, film critic Jan Wahl critiques movie releases, reviews videos, conducts celebrity interviews, 
and offers interesting background on show business. When she's not working in TV or radio, she emcees community events, 
lectures throughout the Bay Area and on international cruises, including a course she originated for corporations and schools, 
“Critical Thinking of the Mass Media.” Before coming here, she worked for ABC in LA, as a documentary producer, and later as 
a stage manager and director. In 1977, Wahl won an Emmy for “They Still Say I Do,” a humorous documentary on the palimony 

case of Lee and Michelle Triola Marvin. That year she became a member of the Directors Guild of America. In 1999, she won a second Emmy for 
“A Filmgoer’s Bill of Rights.” A movie enthusiast since her youth, she entered the journalism field as a newswriter for KGO TV, where she also 
produced two documentaries while attending SF State. She graduated with a degree in Broadcast Communications and Arts.

6
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WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

MONDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
Jewish (and Compatriot) Bards and Troubadours: Poetics, Politics, and Beats from the Era of Dylan, Cohen, Simon & Co. 
Professor Alan Goldberg  
When Bob Dylan was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2016, the literary establishment 
responded with bewilderment. Yet, the selection of Dylan was transformational and forced 
reassessment as to what constitutes notable and enduring literary achievement. I instinctively 
welcomed Dylan into the literary canon. 
 
Steeped in Jewish American literature from the era of Bellow and Roth, I derived equal measures of 
aesthetic appreciation from the core trio of Jewish troubadours‐‐ Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen, and   
Paul Simon.  This is not to diminish the gravitas of the classics so much as it is to claim historic   
resonance from leading musical artists whose “notes from the underground” were subversive, yet   
intellectually provocative. 
 
As such, it is the proper time to take a closer look at the genuine poetics of these artists and examine their works in the larger context of literary 
expression, counter‐cultural politics, and often shared Jewish heritage.  
 
The folk music of the Civil Rights and Anti‐War movements will be featured with many Jewish artists and fellow travelers at the forefront, such 
as The Weavers and Phil Ochs, later to be counterbalanced by Lou Reed and Steely Dan. Also featured will be women such as Carol King and 
Linda Ronstadt and icons of psychedelia such as The Jefferson Airplane. 
 
 
 

 
Professor Alan Goldberg 
Winding down a 37 yr. career at USF, Alan Goldberg has concentrated on the multi‐cultural variants of Rhetoric in American 
Literature. He was educated at U. of Chicago, Hawaii, and SFSU. He was mentored by Saul Bellow at Chicago and Irving Halperin 
(late of the Fromm) at SFSU. A scholar in Jewish American literature with emphasis on the works of Bellow, Malamud, and 
Doctorow, he is presently championing the legacy of the late Philip Roth in response to revisionist critiques. He is also revisiting 
the role of sports in America. He and his Nicaraguan‐American wife, Indiana Quadra‐Goldberg, a retired CCSF Ethnic Studies 

professor, share an appreciation of African and Hispanic American literature, folklore, and music.

IN-PERSON ONLY



MONDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM   
Narratives of Black Resistance 
Professor Sarita Nyasha Cannon  
Narratives of Black Resistance and Resilience: The worldwide protests against police brutality and institutionalized racism following the killing 
of George Floyd in police custody on May 25th, 2020 have inspired many people from all backgrounds to learn more about Black history, culture, 
and literature. As an educator, I believe that reading, discussion, and self‐reflection are essential to individual transformation and collective 
revolution. In that spirit, this course traces narratives of Black resistance and resilience in the United States over the past two centuries. We will 
read essays, novels, plays, short stories, and autobiographies written by African Americans from the mid‐19th century to the present, paying 
attention to the rhetorical strategies employed by these writers as well as focusing on how they reflect the particular historical moments in 
which they lived. Potential authors include: Harriet Jacobs, James Weldon Johnson, Langston Hughes, James Baldwin, Lorraine Hansberry, Audre 
Lorde, and Janet Mock. I look forward to lively conversations about these amazing pieces of literature, conversations that allow us to reflect on 
the different ways that people of African descent in the United States have resisted white supremacy and created resilient communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Sarita Nyasha Cannon 
Sarita Nyasha Cannon is Professor of English at San Francisco State University where she teaches 20th‐century American 
Literature. She graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University with an A.B. in Literature, earned a Ph.D. in English from 
University of California, Berkeley, and held a Postdoctoral Fellowship in American Indian Studies at University of Illinois, Urbana‐
Champaign. Dr. Cannon’s scholarship has appeared in Interdisciplinary Humanities, Asian American Literature: Discourses and 
Pedagogies, Biography, The CEA Critic, Ethnic Studies Review, and MELUS. A global citizen committed to cross‐cultural exchange, 
she has presented her work at conferences in Spain, Portugal, France, Japan, Australia, South Africa, Tunisia, Morocco, and 

Ghana. Dr. Cannon’s book, Black‐Native Autobiographical Acts: Navigating the Minefields of Authenticity, was published by Rowman and Littlefield 
in 2021. She is also a classically trained soprano who sings throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.

WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

HYBRID MONDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
The Challenges We Face: A Weekly Analysis of the Issues That Matter 
Professor John Rothmann  
Professor Rothmann will confront the latest trends in the news as a radio talk show host, historian and political commentator. The class will 
explore what in the world is really going on, on a weekly basis, and most certainly the key issues that confront the Biden/Harris administration in 
a constantly changing world. These issues will include foreign policy, domestic policy, political trends, the future of the Republican Party, 
personalities making the news, the Congress and headlines that we should not miss. Class questions will be an essential part of what will be 
exciting sessions! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor John Rothmann 
John F. Rothmann is a politics/foreign policy consultant specializing on the US, Middle East and the USSR. He is a frequent 
lecturer on American Politics and has been called “a scholar of modern Republicanism” while being acknowledged “for his 
unique insights, and in particular for rare and crucial materials.” He served as Director of the Nixon Collection at Whittier College, 
as Chief of Staff to Sen. Milton Marks, and Field Representative to Sen. Quentin Kopp, and was a founder of the Raoul Wallenberg 
Jewish Democratic Club. Widely published and honored, Rothmann has spoken on more than 150 campuses and has been on 
the faculty of USF. Both his B.A. and his Masters in Arts in Teaching are from Whittier College. He is the coauthor of Icon of Evil 
— Hitler’s Mufti and the Rise of Radical Islam and Harold E. Stassen: The Life and Perennial Candidacy of the Progressive 

Republican. His article, “An Incomparable Pope — John XXIII and the Jews,” appeared in Inside the Vatican in April 2014.



WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

MONDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
Is Big Tech Ruining the World? Neoliberalism, Democracy & the Tech Industry 
Professor Tony Kashani  
This course will be an examination of Neoliberalism (also known as market fundamentalism) in America. Ever since American government and 
corporations adopted the ideology of market fundamentalism in the name of market freedom and liberation, there has been a major shift in 
our economic, socio‐political, and cultural ways of doing things. In this course, Dr. Kashani will discuss the ways in which the Tech Giants such as 
Amazon, Google, Facebook, Uber, and Door Dash have replaced the robber barons of a century ago and what we can do about it. Our democracy 
is at a precipice and the tech industry wants to run the world. This course will look at the ways in which we can save our democracy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Tony Kashani 
Tony Kashani, Ph.D. is an American author, educator, philosopher of technology, and a cultural critic. Kashani is a subject matter 
expert and faculty, for several universities in the United States, focusing his interdisciplinary scholarship and pedagogy on 
humanities in the digital age and social justice. He was born in Tehran to Azerbaijani parents, an ethnic minority in Iran. He grew 
up speaking Farsi and Turkish, and after migrating at the critical age of fifteen to his adopted home of California, English became 
his primary language of intellectualism. Speaking three languages and being aware of three distinctly different cultures at once 

gave Kashani the impetus to seek a philosophy of cosmopolitanism, where one embraces all cultures and is at ease in most countries in the 
world. He received his bachelor’s degree in radio and television and later his master’s degree in cinema studies from San Francisco State 
University. He holds a PhD degree in Humanities with emphasis on culture studies from California Institute of Integral Studies. His writing, 
teaching, and intellectual activism are anchored in critical theory and pedagogy, influenced by writers such as Kafka, Dostoyevsky, Tolstoy, 
Camus, and Steinbeck, and thinkers such as Fredrick Nietzsche, Hannah Arendt, Paulo Freire, Edward Said, Henry Giroux, John Dewey, Herbert 
Marcuse, Noam Chomsky, Erich Fromm, Jacques Derrida, and Michel Foucault. Kashani is the author of five books including Movies Change 
Lives: A Pedagogy of Humanistic Transformation (Peter Lang Press, 2016). His chapter on Critical Media Literacy in the 3 volume Handbook of 
Critical Pedagogy (2020, Sage Publications) is a deliberation on the impact of new media on the human condition. Dr. Kashani’s personal website 
is www.tonykashani.com and his podcast address (also available on iTunes and Apple Podcasts) is www.techumanity.online

10
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WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
Renaissance Rivalry 
Professor Sunnie Evers    
The Renaissance is in many ways synonymous with rivalry – among artists, patrons, popes, and rulers. As the story goes, it all began in 1401 with 
a competition between Brunelleschi and Ghiberti, who were both attempting to rival the ancients and establish themselves in the Florentine 
competitive market, which the Medici family would soon dominate until they too were over‐turned, and the focus shifted to Rome. Indeed, the 
Renaissance ideal of renovatio, the revival of classical letters and arts, was built upon imitation, which was built upon the concept of surpassing 
one’s rivals, past and present – a challenge that Michelangelo embraced from his very beginnings. And central to the Renaissance is Michelangelo, 
the great protagonist of his time, or as Giorgio Vasari said: “Force yourself to imitate Michelangelo in everything.” Imagine how such artists as 
Leonardo, Raphael, Bramante, Titian and Tintoretto responded to the challenge – not by bloodshed, but rather by artistic endeavor. This class 
will focus not only on artistic rivalry but also on competition among patrons, popes, rulers and city‐states, all in the pursuit of extraordinary art 
and power.  
 
 
 
 

Professor Sunnie Evers 
Sunnie Evers received her Ph.D. in Italian Renaissance Art from UC Berkeley, with a specialty in sixteenth century Italian 
Renaissance painting and architecture. Her dissertation focused on the patronage of Paolo Veronese. She has taught at UC 
Berkeley and Stanford as visiting professor and lectured widely on Renaissance art on such topics as Paolo Veronese: Universal 
Artist; The Art of Villeggiatura: The Villa from Ancient Rome to Napa; The Engaging Gaze, From Leonardo to Vermeer; Visualizing 
Love in the Renaissance; and David Hockney: Places of Delight. She has also presented papers at the College Arts Association, 
The Renaissance Society of America and Sixteenth Century Studies. 
 

ONLINE VIA ZOOM



WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

  TUESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM   
The Symphonic Tradition 
Professor Scott Foglesong 
 
  
For the (belated) tenth anniversary of Professor Foglesong’s first class at the Fromm, an updated and enhanced version of that first class, a 
survey of the symphonic tradition from Beethoven through Brahms. Version 2.0 of the class will now reach back before Beethoven to Haydn and 
Mozart, and well past Brahms with Dvořák, Tchaikovsky, Mahler, Bruckner, and critical moderns such as Prokofiev and Shostakovich. But don’t 
worry – there will still be more than enough Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann, Mendelssohn, and Brahms to go around! 
  

 

 
Professor Scott Foglesong 
Scott Foglesong is the Chair of Musicianship & Music Theory at the SF Conservatory of Music, where he has been a faculty 
member since 1978. In 2008, he was the recipient of the Sarlo Award for Excellence in Teaching. A Contributing Writer and 
Pre‐Concert Lecturer for the SF Symphony, he also serves as Program Annotator for the California Symphony, Grand Teton 
Music Festival, Maestro Foundation, and Left Coast Chamber Ensemble. As a pianist, he has appeared with the Francesco Trio, 
Chanticleer, members of the SF Symphony, and solo/chamber recitals nationwide in a repertoire ranging from Renaissance 
through ragtime, jazz, and modern. At the Peabody Conservatory he studied piano with Elizabeth Katzenellenbogen; later at 

the SF Conservatory he studied piano with Nathan Schwarz, harpsichord with Laurette Goldberg, and theory with Sol Joseph and John Adams. 
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PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE BARBARA FROMM CHAIR IN CLASSICAL MUSIC
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WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
An Adventure Into American Poetry 
Professor Thomas Lorch 
Poetry fascinates me. Great poetry has a sharpness, intensity, richness different from other forms. It can achieve so much in so few words. I am 
an American Literature person. So I will be selecting American poems. Emily Dickinson and Walt Whitman are the two greats from the 19th 
Century. There have been many outstanding American poets in the 20th Century. A partial list includes Maya Angelou, Elizabeth Bishop, Lucille 
Clifton, Hart Crane, E. E. Cummings, T.S. Eliot, Robert Frost, Allen Ginsberg, Langston Hughes, Robinson Jeffers, Marianne Moore, Sylvia Plath, 
Adrienne Rich, Carl Sandburg, Wallace Stevens, Dylan Thomas, William Carlos Williams. I will be looking among these and others for the best 
poems I can find. I will not be repeating any poems from Random Masterpieces. My method is to explore the texts of the poems, to find their 
unique riches. I invite you to join me in this adventure into American Poetry. 
 
 
 
 

Professor Thomas Lorch 
Thomas Lorch’s great love is teaching literature. He has taught 7th grade through graduate school for more than twenty years. 
Quick bio facts. Education: New Trier High School, Yale (B.A., Ph.D.), University of Chicago (M.A.). Teaching: The Groton School, 
THE University of Notre Dame, and others. Long time public high school principal. “I find teaching and sharing literature always 
exciting and always fresh and new, because every reader and every reading is different. I see reading as a creative act, as a two‐way 
conversation between the work being read and the reader, in which he or she creates alongside the author. My approach to teaching 

great literature is to look as closely as possible at the texts themselves. What makes great literature great is that there is always more to find.” 

ONLINE VIA ZOOM



WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
Exploring Opera: The Divos 
Professor James Sokol  
Some have altered the term “diva” to “divo” to express the adoration of male opera singers with exceptional voices (or their disgust for a 
temperamental man). In opera, some are legendary; others almost forgotten. Join popular San Francisco Bay Area instructor James Sokol to 
discover or re‐discover some of the great men of opera. Learn about their backgrounds and experience their brilliance through performance 
videos. Hear the variations among the male vocal ranges – countertenor, tenor, baritone & bass. Bask in the glory of gorgeous voices and 
repertoire. Don’t miss this series, terrific for opera newcomers and long‐time fans! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Professor James Sokol 
James Sokol, M.A. worked in opera for over two decades, having started his career under Beverly Sills at NYC Opera. A Founding 
Member of The Singers Development Foundation, James has also worked on projects with Cincinnati Opera and the Opera 
Company of Philadelphia. James has worked and lectured for San Francisco Opera and is a former executive director of  
Pocket Opera. 

ONLINE VIA ZOOM
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WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM   
The 1960s: America on Stage & Screen 
Professor Larry Eilenberg 
 
 
 
In 1960, for the first time in American history, a Presidential campaign hinged on television debates. By the end of the decade, America had, in 
Southeast Asia, its first televised war. These were years, onstage, of Edward Albee’s disintegrating American families and Sam Shepard’s rock‘n’‐
roll inflected dream plays, the triumph of the “Theatre of the Absurd.” Ethical certainty at the movies early in the decade, with “To Kill A 
Mockingbird,” changed to deep uncertainty by 1969, with an Oscar going to then X‐rated “Midnight Cowboy” and a counter‐culture revolution 
proposed by “Easy Rider.” The top‐rated TV show at the start of the Sixties was a morally secure “Gunsmoke;” ten years later it was the 
iconoclastic “Laugh‐In.” These lectures will traverse the Sixties, from JFK’s famous discarding of the traditional hat at his inauguration through 
San Francisco’s “Summer of Love;” from social upheavals caused by “the Pill” and the “Baby Boom” to the assassinations of our national heroes 
and the Cold War race for space and postcolonial primacy. The focus of the course will be on images and stories from the theatre, film, and 
television, with those sources offering a way to understand this deeply fractured and eventful decade.  
 
 

Professor Larry Eilenberg 
Larry Eilenberg has had a distinguished theatrical career as artistic director, educational leader, and pioneering dramaturg. Dr. 
Eilenberg earned his B.A. at Cornell University and his Ph.D. at Yale University. Professor Emeritus of Theatre Arts at San Francisco 
State University, he also taught at Yale, Cornell, the University of Michigan, and the University of Denver. Artistic Director of 
the renowned Magic Theatre during the period 1992‐2003, Dr. Eilenberg has served as a commentator for National Public Radio’s 
“Morning Edition,” as a U.S. theatrical representative to Moscow, and as a popular lecturer on film and on comedy. 

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROBERT FORDHAM CHAIR IN LIBERAL ARTS 



WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM      
SEMINAR: Telling Your Story ‐ A Workshop 
Professor Lynne Kaufman 
We are storytelling creatures. It is through narrative that we understand and share our life experiences. The popularity of telling and listening 
to personal stories is attested to by such radio shows as This American Life, The Moth, Snap Judgment and the performances at our local Marsh 
Theatre. In this class you learn the principles of creating and performing an effective dramatic narrative. You choose an event from your own 
life, out‐line it, and present it in a 5 minute monologue, followed by constructive feedback from the instructor and the class. The goal is to 
improve your skills as both a writer and an oral storyteller while enjoying the gift of myriad shared stories. No prior writing or performing 
experience is necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Lynne Kaufman 
Lynne Kaufman is an award‐winning playwright whose 20 full length plays have premiered at such theatres as Magic Theatre, 
TheatreWorks Silicon Valley, The Marsh, Actors Theatre of Louisville, Abingdon Theatre in N.Y.C., Fountain Theatre in L.A. and 
Florida Studio Theatre. Her plays are published by Smith and Krause, Dramatists Play Service and Dramatic Publishing.

16
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ENROLLMENT NOTE: This class is limited to 25 students on a first come, first served basis. The first meeting (January 11) 
is required, as is regular attendance. Do not apply unless you can make this commitment.   
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WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM    
The Economy: Where Are We, Where Have We Been, and Where Are We Going? 
Professor Michael Arnold 
 
   
Imagine what we’ll know by the end of this year. Is the pandemic over? It’s left a long trail of challenges, but one of them (hopefully) will not be 
economic growth. Is the economy growing robustly as we now expect? Did the Rescue Plan work? We’ll find out. And what is to become of all 
of that debt that was created? What are the coming challenges and what are the prospects? Also, by then, we’ll know far more about how 
employers are changing the workplace. Are people still working from home? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Michael Arnold 
Mike Arnold is co‐founder of ALCO Partners LLC, a small consulting firm founded in 2004 specializing in the measurement and 
management of interest rate risk in the banking industry. In 2021, he was invited by the UC Dept. of Economics to teach the 
honors course in intermediate macroeconomics, which he did through the spring of 2016. In 2015, Mike began teaching in the 
Osher Life Long Learning Institutes at Dominican University and Sonoma State. He has developed courses on the US Economy, 
the Bay Area economy, personal finance, international finance and Tariffs and the Republican Tax Plan. 

IN-PERSON ONLY

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE PETER MAIER CHAIR IN FINANCE AND ECONOMICS 



WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

WEDNESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM      
The Wonders of the Universe Lecture Series 
Coordinated by Professor Andrew Fraknoi  
This series of non‐technical talks by noted astronomers is designed to introduce our modern exploration of the universe to students who are 
curious about recent ideas and discoveries. Each of our speakers has been selected for his or her ability to explain science in everyday language.  
There will be lots of time during each session to ask questions. 
 

Jan. 12:   Seth Shostak (SETI Institute; Winner of the Carl Sagan Prize) LOOKING FOR E.T: SCIENTISTS CONSIDER NEW STRATEGIES 
Jan. 19:  Andrew Fraknoi (Fromm Institute; 2007 California Professor of the Year): ROVERS, HELICOPTERS, AND ANCIENT MARTIANS: 

WHY WE EXPLORE MARS 
Jan. 26:  Sandra Faber (University of California, Santa Cruz; Recipient of the National Medal of Science) DO HUMAN BEINGS HAVE 

WHAT IT TAKES TO THRIVE IN THIS UNIVERSE? 
Feb. 2:  David Morrison (NASA Ames Research Center; winner of the Carl Sagan Medal and the NASA Outstanding Leadership Award): 

SAVING THE PLANET FROM ASTEROID AND COMET IMPACTS 
Feb. 9:  Alex Filippenko (University of California, Berkeley; 2006 National Professor of the Year) THE RUNAWAY UNIVERSE: WHY IS  

THE EXPANSION OF THE COSMOS ACCELERATING? 
Feb. 16:  Lynn Cominsky (Sonoma State University; 1993 California Professor of the Year) GRAVITATIONAL WAVES: THE DISCOVERY 

THAT WON THE NOBEL PRIZE 
Feb. 23:  Thomas Berger (Founding Director, Space Weather Technology, Research, and Education Center, University of Colorado)  

SPACE WEATHER AND THE QUESTION OF HUMAN SURVIVABILITY IN SPACE  
Mar. 2:  Natalie Batalha (University of California, Santa Cruz; Project Scientist, NASA Kepler Mission)  A GALAXY FULL OF PLANETS: 

WHAT WE LEARNED FROM THE KEPLER MISSION  
 
 

Professor Andrew Fraknoi 
Andrew Fraknoi, who regularly teaches astronomy courses at Fromm, retired as the Chair of the Astronomy Department at 
Foothill College in 2017. He was selected the California Professor of the Year in 2007 by the Carnegie Endowment for Higher 
Education and has won several national prizes for his teaching. He is the lead author of a free, open‐source, electronic textbook 
in astronomy, and has written books for teachers, children, and science fiction fans. He has organized introductory lecture series 
like this one for over 35 years, and founded the Silicon Valley Astronomy Lectures which can be viewed on YouTube. 
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WEDNESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM    
Respect: Minority Voices in Early Soul, Reggae, Rock, and Folk 
Professor Richie Unterberger 
 
  
For decades, ethnic minorities have expressed some of their strongest and most influential protest and social activism through popular music. 
This course will discuss and celebrate social commentary in early soul, reggae, rock, and folk, focusing on the musical voices of African‐Americans, 
Jamaicans, Native Americans, and Latinos in the second half of the twentieth century. The first two sessions spotlight soul greats like Aretha 
Franklin, Nina Simone, Stevie Wonder, and Curtis Mayfield; the next two session reggae musicians, particularly Bob Marley; the next two Native 
Americans, especially Buffy Sainte‐Marie and Jimi Hendrix; and the next two Latino rockers from Ritchie Valens through Santana and Los Lobos. 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Richie Unterberger 
Richie Unterberger is the author of numerous rock history books, including volumes on the Who, the Velvet Underground, Bob 
Marley, and 1960s folk‐rock. His book The Unreleased Beatles: Music and Film won a 2007 Association for Recorded Sound 
Collections Award for Excellence in Historical Recorded Sound Research. He's taught about a dozen different courses at Fromm 
over the past half dozen years, and gives regular presentations on rock and soul history throughout the Bay Area incorporating 
rare vintage film clips and audio recordings. His next book, to be published by Taschen, is San Francisco: Portrait of a City.

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE CARRIE & RONALD LUDWIG CHAIR IN 20TH CENTURY ROCK & SOUL MUSIC
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WEDNESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
SEMINAR: King Lear 
Professor Michael Zimmerman 
 
“King Lear” is the culmination of Shakespeare. One of its largest themes is the same one that dominates Greek drama, the relation of the 
generations, the same theme that has been central in his Histories and Tragedies. Through a combination of class discussion and lecture, I hope 
we can explore how the power and authority of the past over the present, symbolized in the Father, in the King, can be tragically misused and 
wondrously redeemed.  
This theme is both on the surface and below it, from the first scene to the last, the war between the generations, between the old and the young, 
between children and their father. The past and future of humanity can be seen in Lear and Cordelia. With rare exceptions, throughout the 
generations, we have been slaves to the past, have refused to love and understand it as we ought to understand and love it.  
The story seems to be telling us that we must break with the past, must not be its slave, but finally reconcile ourselves to it in order to be fully 
conscious of ourselves. We’ll see how Cordelia mends that breach and becomes fully aware of herself, of her moral freedom. But unlike her 
sisters, she never cuts herself off from the only energy by which she can fully live, her father’s love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Professor Michael Zimmerman 
Professor Zimmerman is Professor of English Emeritus at San Francisco State University where he taught for forty years. Before 
that, he taught at Cal and Columbia (where he received his Ph.D.). He specialised in James Joyce, American Literature, and 
Literature and Psychology. He is also a graduate of the San Francisco Center for Psychoanalysis (where he is on the faculty) and 
he has a psychoanalytic practice now digital. He has recently published a book on Joyce, Tyrants of the Heart: A Psychoanalytic 
Study of Mothers and Maternal Images in James Joyce.   

ONLINE VIA ZOOM

ENROLLMENT NOTE: This class is limited to 25 students on a first come, first served basis. The first meeting (January 12) 
is required, as is regular attendance. Do not apply unless you can make this commitment.   



WEDNESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
Indian Wisdom Traditions 
Professor Debashish Banerji 
 
This course will introduce the Wisdom Traditions of India, starting from the earliest texts going back to c. 1800 B.C.E., the Vedas and taking a 
historical approach through the Upanishads, the Bhagavad Gita, early Buddhism, Sankhya and Yoga and the theistic traditions pertaining to the 
Hindu gods Vishnu, Shiva and the mother goddess Devi, with her many manifestations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Professor Debashish Banerji 
Debashish Banerji, PhD is Haridas Chaudhuri Professor of Indian Philosophy and Culture and Doshi Professor of Asian Art at the 
California Institute of Integral Studies. He is also the program chair in the East‐West Psychology department. Professor Banerji 
obtained his PhD in Art History from the University of California, Los Angeles on the topic of art and nationalism in India by 
focusing on the life and work of the artist Abanindranath Tagore, one of the founders of modern Indian art. He served as 
Professor of Indian Studies and Dean of Academics at the University of Philosophical Research in Los Angeles. He has taught as 
adjunct faculty in Art History at the Pasadena City College, University of California, Los Angeles and University of California, 

Irvine. From 2005‐2009, he was the Director of the International Center for Integral Studies in New Delhi, India, an online graduate academic 
institution which he took through accreditation under the Indira Gandhi National Open University system. From 1992‐2006, Banerji served as the 
president of the East‐West Cultural Center, Los Angeles, an institution dedicated to academic research and presentation of Indian philosophy 
and culture in the US. He is presently the Executive Director of Nalanda International based in Los Angeles. Banerji has curated a number of 
exhibitions of Indian and Japanese art. He has edited a book on the Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore and is the author of two books: The Alternate 
Nation of Abanindranath Tagore (Sage, 2010) and Seven Quartets of Becoming: A Transformational Yoga Psychology Based on the Diaries of Sri 
Aurobindo (DK Printworld and Nalanda International, 2012).
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WEDNESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
We Will Not Be Replaced: The Rise of Rightist Populism in Europe and America, 1945 to the Present 
Professor David Clay Large 
 
 
 
This Course will examine the similarities and differences among right‐wing populist movements on hybrid sides of the Atlantic. We will attempt 
to understand how and why it is that erstwhile bastions of liberal democratic values are having to confront demons they thought they had laid 
to rest—related scourges such as white‐supremacy, anti‐Semitism, hyper‐nationalism, xenophobia and isolationism. The European case studies 
will extend from England to Russia, including along the way France, Germany, Austria, Italy, Hungary and Poland. In stressing the firm rootedness 
of a politics of resentment and perceived victimization in national histories and cultures, our investigation will argue that this phenomenon is 
not merely a current flash in the pan, and is not likely to vanish any time soon.  
  
 
 
 

Professor David Clay Large 
David Clay Large obtained a Ph.D. in History from U.C. Berkeley in 1974. He has taught at Berkeley, Smith College, Montana State 
University, and Yale University, where he was also a college dean (Pierson College). A specialist on modern Western and Central 
Europe, Large has published some twelve books on such topics as West German rearmament in the Adenauer era, Wagnerism 
in European politics and culture, urban studies (histories of Munich and Berlin), immigration politics during the Holocaust, the 
German‐hosted Olympic Games (1936 and 1972), and the Grand Spa‐towns of Central Europe. The German edition of his Berlin 

book, Berlin: Biographie einer Stadt, was a Der Spiegel bestseller and a source for the popular TV series Berlin Babylon. He has appeared frequently 
as a “talking head” in NBC and PBS documentaries on the Olympic movement and on German television as an expert commentator on the histories 
of Munich and Berlin. Currently, he offers courses through the Fromm Institute at the University of San Francisco and serves as a Senior Fellow 
at U.C. Berkeley’s Institute of European Studies. He is also co‐director of Berkeley’s Austrian Studies Program. 

WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROGER BOAS CHAIR IN GLOBAL HISTORY AND WORLD AFFAIRS



WEDNESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM 
Language & Sexism: Still a Problem After all These Years? 
Professor Alice Freed 
 
In 1973, in the context of second wave feminism, the study of “women and language” (a field now known as “language, gender, and sexuality”) 
emerged as a major area of interest within linguistics. Among the topics raised at the time was the presence in English of sexist language, that 
is, stereotyped, often negative ways of talking to and about women. A few of the issues that were discussed in the 1970s have been resolved but 
many of the problems remain. English speakers (and in particular, the English language media) continue to treat women as a special category of 
humans. Women's speech is scrutinized and monitored; news stories are filled with stereotyped discussions of speech characteristics erroneously 
attributed to women. More generally, evidence of sexism is still present in how people talk to and about women. In this course we will trace the 
pattern of sexist language and commentary that persists despite the otherwise positive effect that feminism has had on our lives. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Alice Freed 
Professor Freed (Professor Emeritus of Linguistics, Montclair State University) received her M.A. and Ph.D. in Linguistics from 
the University of Pennsylvania. She has taught at the Fromm Institute since 2016. Her fields of expertise are Sociolinguistics, 
Discourse Analysis, and the Structure of American English. Her research focuses on language and gender, question use in English, 
institutional discourse (“talk at work”), and the language of food. At Montclair State she taught both Linguistics and Women’s 
Studies. She has also taught as a visiting professor at the University of New Mexico, at New York University, and as part of 

Montclair’s Global Education Program at Beijing Jiaotong University (2010, 2011), at Shanghai University (2013), and at Graz University of 
Technology (2014). Her books include The Semantics of English Aspectual Complementation (Reidel 1979), Rethinking Language and Gender 
Research: Theory and Practice (Longman 1996) and “Why Do You Ask?”: The Function of Questions in Institutional Discourse (Oxford University 
Press, 2010). She has published numerous chapters and articles in linguistics collections and peer‐reviewed journals.
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 THURSDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
The Films of Elia Kazan: 1947–1957 
Professor Cary Pepper 
 
Elia Kazan has been called “one of the most honored and influential directors in... Hollywood history.” He also became one of Hollywood’s most 
controversial directors because of his testimony before the House Committee on Un‐American Activities. Nominated for seven Academy Awards, 
he won two (Gentleman’s Agreement; On the Waterfront), and was acknowledged with a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. He was instrumental in launching the movie careers of Marlon Brando, James Dean, Eli Wallach, Julie Harris, 
Eva Marie Saint, Lee Remick, Karl Malden, and Warren Beatty among many others, and his films were often unflinching with regard to subject 
matter. In this course, we’ll explore six of his best‐known works: Gentleman’s Agreement, A Streetcar Named Desire, On the Waterfront, East of 
Eden, Baby Doll, and A Face in the Crowd. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Professor Cary Pepper 
Cary Pepper is a playwright, novelist, screenwriter, and nonfiction writer. His plays have been presented throughout the United 
States and internationally. He’s a four‐time contributor to the Best American Short Plays series from Applause Books, and he’s 
published dozens of articles as well as other nonfiction.

ONLINE VIA ZOOM
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THURSDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM   
The Magic of Mozart: Adventures in Operatic Elegance 
Professor Kip Cranna 
 
  
 
“If Mozart was possible, then the word ‘impossible’ should be eliminated from our vocabulary.” So said the 20‐century Austrian composer Ernst 
Toch.  And he was right! San Francisco Opera’s Dramaturg Emeritus Kip Cranna will take us on a musical tour through the full spectrum of Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart’s operatic genius. As we explore the historical and literary contexts of the operas, video and audio examples will focus on 
listening skills that will help to more deeply appreciate Mozart’s gift for capturing the full spectrum of human nature in his music, his skill at 
musical characterization, and his matchless talent for drama. We’ll examine the early influences on this famous child prodigy, follow the course 
of his all‐too‐short career, and look in depth at his most famous works, including The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni, and The Magic Flute, as 
well as several of his lesser‐known gems. No previous opera background required. Just watch, listen, and enjoy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Kip Cranna 
Kip Cranna is Dramaturg Emeritus of San Francisco Opera, where he served on the staff for 40 years. He earned his Ph.D. in 
musicology at Stanford University. He has taught at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and writes and lectures frequently 
on opera. He is on the faculty at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes (OLLI) at Dominican University, San Francisco State 
University, and U.C. Berkeley. He has managed the commissioning of many new operas by composers such as Philip Glass, John 
Adams, André Previn, Jake Heggie, and others. For many years he was Program Editor and Lecturer for the Carmel Bach Festival.  
In 2008 he was awarded the San Francisco Opera Medal, the company’s highest honor, and in 2012 his work was honored with 

the Bernard Osher Cultural Award for distinguished efforts by an individual to bring excellence to a cultural institution

WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE VICTOR MARCUS CHAIR IN OPERA STUDIES
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THURSDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
Golden Age of Arab Islam 
Professor Douglas Kenning 
 
The region Europeans call “the Near (or Middle) East” has been the most civilized region of the Western world for 4000 of Western Civilization’s 
5500 years. The torch of our civilization has been carried by many different Near Eastern societies over those millennia. One of its most glorious 
periods was the first half millennium of Arab Islām. We will follow the arc of the Arab Islāmic story through its greatest cities—Mecca (focusing 
on Muhammad and the Haj pilgrimage), mysterious Damascus (Umayyad), glorious and scholarly Baghdad (Abbasid), proud Cairo (Fatimid), and 
ending with Arab civilization shattered by the Crusades and the Mongols. We will interweave history, faith, governance, art, traditions, and the 
lives of the people. 
 
 
 

Professor Douglas Kenning 
Douglas Kenning, raised in Virginia, received a PhD from the Univ. of Edinburgh, Scotland, and has lived overseas for most of his 
life, teaching at universities in Tunisia, Japan, and Italy. Besides being a professor of history and literature, he also has been a 
professional biologist, actor, army officer, Manhattan taxi driver, academic administrator, and writer of books, articles, and 
stage plays. He lives half the year in the San Francisco Bay Area, giving lecture series on subjects related to the histories and 
cultures of the Mediterranean area, and half the year in Siracusa, Sicily, where he runs Sicily Tour, a small tour guide business.   

IN-PERSON ONLY
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THURSDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM   
Science of Archeology 
Professor Patrick Hunt  
How can Archaeology be a science and what kind of applications from science contribute to archaeological discovery? If traditional history is too 
often qualitative, archaeology profits from the material sciences to be more quantitative as detailed material history. The traditional questions 
of who, what, why, where and when can be greatly enhanced by analytical tools from the sciences, including chemistry, physics, geology, botany, 
DNA genomics, and other disciplines. Radiocarbon chronology is now a commonplace; not so well known are chemical and geological weathering 
studies, and lichenometry alongside material characterizations via chromatography, ceramic technology, metallography and archeometallurgy, 
characterization via SEM (scanning electron microscopy), XRF (X‐ray fluorescence, XRD (X‐ray diffraction), optical petrology and many other 
archaeometric applications in archaeology. This eight week course explores how the discipline of scientific archaeology is presented and 
researched. Students whose own scientific training is either too distant or not relevant or simply lacking should have no worries as sufficient 
definitions and explanations will be abundant in each session with prolific clear case examples along with ample illustrations. The professor has 
been a professional archaeologist for almost four decades alongside his own teaching for about the same duration; his Ph.D. is in Archaeology 
with a focus on Archaeological Science and his own case studies and research ‐ and in some cases publications ‐ will also be part of this fascinating 
Fromm Institute winter course.  
 
 

Professor Patrick Hunt 
As an award‐winning archaeologist, author, and National Geographic grantee and also National Geographic Expeditions Expert, 
Dr. Patrick Hunt earned his Ph.D. in Archaeology from the Institute of Archaeology, University College London, and has taught 
at Stanford University for 28 years. Patrick directed the Stanford Alpine Archaeology Project from 1994 to 2012, and has 
continued project related Hannibal and Otzi fieldwork in the Alps in the years since. His Alps research has been sponsored by 
the National Geographic Society, and he frequently lectures for National Geographic on Hannibal and the European mummy 

nicknamed Ötzi the Iceman. He is also a National Lecturer for the Archaeological Institute of America, as well as an elected Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society and elected Fellow of the Explorers Club. He is the author of 21 published books, including the best‐ sellers Ten Discoveries 
That Rewrote History (Penguin Group 2007) and Hannibal (Simon and Schuster 2017). He was also named and listed in Who's Who in Biblical 
Studies and Archaeology by Biblical Archaeology Society in 1993. He frequently appears in documentaries for NatGeo, NOVA, PBS and other media.

WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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THURSDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM 
Frederick the Great 
Professor Nikolaus Hohmann 
 
Frederick the Great, The Habsburgs, and the Age of Enlightenment ‐ A king who embodies Enlightened Absolutism. A family who embodied 
wisdom in power. And an age that showed the true potentialities of Reason, as well as its limits.  The 18th Century ‐‐ one of the finest periods in 
European history. 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Professor Nikolaus Hohmann 
Nikolaus Hohmann was raised in both Europe and California, and so discovered the joys of exploring and mediating different 
cultures at an early age. He received a B.A. in Humanities from Stanford in 1978 and worked a few years in business (as auditor 
for Price Waterhouse in Los Angeles) before entering a doctoral program in history at UC Berkeley. A Fulbright scholar and Phi 
Beta Kappa, he received his PhD in History from the University of California at Berkeley in 1993 and has since served the 
Humanities department of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, where he teaches a broad array of history and philosophy 

classes, including lectures on 18th and 19th century European history. In 2005, Dr. Hohmann received the Excellence in Teaching Award 
from the Sarlo Foundation.

WINTER 2022 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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THURSDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
American Traitors & Turncoats – 1775 to 2020 
Professor Richard Covert 
 
  
The United States was birthed by the successful treason of our Founding Fathers against their mother country, England. We begin with Benedict 
Arnold, a tragic figure who twice saved the young Revolution, and then betrayed it. Aaron Burr, one of the Founding Fathers, was acquitted in 
our first treason trial, instigated against Burr by President Thomas Jefferson. Mormon prophet Joseph Smith narrowly escaped execution for 
alleged treason in the Missouri‐Mormon War of 1838. John Brown’s treason at Harper’s Ferry helped to precipitate the Civil War. Were Confederate 
generals Robert E. Lee and Nathan Bedford Forrest traitors? Many northerners thought so, they called the Civil War the “War of the Southern 
Rebellion.” Ninety years later, the Cold War produced Elizabeth Bentley, a liberated woman and longtime spy for the USSR. She walked into an 
FBI office in 1946, confessed, and soon became J. Edgar Hoover’s favorite witness. Then came the confrontation between Whittaker Chambers 
and Alger Hiss. It launched the career of Richard Nixon and divided liberals and conservatives for 50 years. That was followed by the atom bomb 
traitors, Klaus Fuchs, Harry Gold and the Rosenbergs. Julius Rosenberg’s loyal wife Ethel, a bystander, sacrificed herself for her husband. In the 
1970s and 80s, turn coats Robert Hanssen and Aldrich Ames spied for the USSR for years. Jonathon Pollard turned over top secret Defense 
Department data to Israel, our ostensible ally. Pollard’s story reads like a John LeCarre novel, and generates controversy to this day. Currently 
high tech and AI espionage, sponsored by China, keeps the northern California FBI office busy. We’ll explore the motives and personalities of 
famous and little‐known disloyal men and women, the political passions of their times, and the rivalries and blunders of the CIA, FBI, and Defense 
Department counterintelligence community. 
  
 
 

 
Professor Richard Covert 
In most aspects Professor Covert’s early years were unremarkable. Beneath the surface lurked a voracious reader, who 
developed a passion for American history. He majored in political science and history at William and Mary. A 1963 graduate of 
Stanford Law School, he was a trial lawyer for 40 years, representing the California Division of Highways (now Caltrans) and 
other public agencies including the Contra Costa Water District, and the California Department of Water Resources.
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ENROLL IN THE 
FROMMCAST  

TAKE THE FROMM INSTITUTE WITH 
YOU WHEREVER YOU HAVE 

INTERNET ACCESS  
The Fromm Institute’s robust program of 
previously recorded classes, lectures, and 
insights is available to you through the 
Frommcast, our online lifelong learning 
educational platform.  This session, Frommcast 
viewers can select from the more than two 
dozen courses posted there, or watch multiple 
single lectures on subjects like Hamilton, 
Hamlet or Hollywood.  With each Session, the 
Frommcast library grows — and so does your 
love of lifelong learning on‐line.  Watch it alone, 
watch it with others, but don’t miss out on 
lifelong learning’s latest trend. 

 

 
HOW DO I JOIN THE FROMMCAST  

AS I ENROLL IN FALL COURSES?  
You can select  Frommcast after signing into 
fromminstitute.org. Just add your membership 
($25/session or $75/year) to your cart.  Once you 
have paid your Frommcast fee you’ll be able to 
log into Frommcast and start viewing!  Please 
call or email us if you need login assistance.
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