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THANK YOU TO PETER GEORGE STONE 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

PETER GEORGE STONE 
(9/17/1928 - 12/31/2018) 

 

Peter was born in Germany in 1928, just before Hitler rose to power as the Chancellor and Fuhrer of Germany and 

plunged the country into the sorrowfilled Holocaust. His given name was Peter G. Klinkowstein, and his parents 

were Jewish. 

 

When Peter was about ten years old, during WW2, his mother fled Germany with him. They lived in South America 

until the war was over. Lebe Berkowitz eventually returned to Germany. But her son, Peter, immigrated to the 

US and took the name Peter G. Stone. 

 

During his years in South America, he learned to speak Spanish fluently. When he arrived in the United States, he 

took courses to become a teacher. Eventually, he taught Spanish at a local high school for his entire career. 

In 2019, we were officially informed that former Fromm Student Peter Stone had remembered the Fromm 

Institute in his Estate Plan. We were completely surprised by this gift – Peter had not told us he would be 

including us in his Estate plan. Over the next few months, Peter’s attorney transferred about $20,000 to the 

Friends of the Fromm Institute – a significant gift we were incredibly grateful to receive. At the end of December 

2021, I received an urgent call from the attorney who wanted to transfer the remainder of the donation before 

the end of the year. When the transfer was completed, we were astonished at the generosity of this one man. 

Other than Fromm Family contributions, Peter’s total Estate Gift of $1,163,200 is now the largest gift in the 

history of the Fromm Institute. We are all so grateful for this contribution. Besides the usual program support 

our fundraising provides, this gift will help us increase our endowment and get closer to our goal of a $10 Million 

Endowment by our 50th Anniversary in January 2026. From all of us at the Fromm Institute, thank you, Peter, 

for your very generous support!!

mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
https://fromminstitute.org/
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Because he was born during the Depression, he saved money and quietly built up his estate. 

 

Peter never married, and he could share minimal family history when I met him, except one very chilling picture. 

It was of his family at a gathering  Father, Mother, aunts & uncles, cousins, and little Peter. It was taken before 

Germany began the persecution of the Jews and other dissenters. He noted that every family member except 

he and his mother died in the concentration camps. 

 

Later in life, Peter loved to travel. He eventually returned to Germany to visit his mother a few times before she 

died. His experience in Germany marked his attitude towards people. He always identified as a Holocaust survivor. 

His values showed through his final gifts. One, to a young woman heading to college who had stopped at the 

roadside to help him; the rest to the Yemin Youth Village for orphans; the SF Symphony and Stern Grove due to 

his love of music; and the Fromm Institute, in furtherance of lifelong learning. 

 

Toward the end of his life, he reconciled his anger with God and came back to the faith of his family. He became 

active in a local synagogue. He is buried in the Gan Shalom Cemetery in Martinez, California. His life started during 

very dark times in the world, but he brought a strong work ethic and perseverance to teach students to see a 

world beyond their neighborhood. 

 

Written by Loren A. Emmanuel

THE FROMM INSTITUTE’S ON-LINE PRESENCE   
Many of you know that The Fromm Institute has not only fromminstitute.org as the program's website, the 

Institute also has a Facebook page, and now, thanks to Alfredo Martinez in the Fromm institute office, you 

can find us on LinkedIn.   While many of you are fully retired, your children and grandchildren will have 

LinkedIn profiles, and they can start following the program's curriculum and numerous free events at 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/fromminstitute.  As of late August of this year, The Fromm Institute 

has added a Twitter handle that you or anyone in your family can follow.  If you tweet, or know someone 

who does, follow us @fromminstitute.   

https://fromminstitute.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fromminstitute
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fromm-institute
https://twitter.com/fromminstitute


3

BUNGLERS, UNITE! 
By Thea Maestre

Professor Emerita and Fromm Institute student, Thea Maestre, Ed.D., has written another poem for this week’s Poetry 
for a Pandemic.   If you wish to submit your work to the Fromm Focus, please email Scott Moules at moules@usfca.edu 
or fromm@usfca.edu. 

POETRY FOR A PANDEMIC

 
 
Stop reading now if you have never 

Accidentally knocked the side mirror off your 2010 Ford Fusion, 

Or accidentally dropped your teeth down the drain 

(On vacation out of town, no less) 

Or broken a toe, who knows how? 

Or made a souffle that did not puff up, 

Or accidentally let the dog or cat out right before bedtime, 

Or had to toss out the failed cookie recipe, 

Or misplaced the hearing aids, or keys, or pens, or that bill that’s due, 

Or stumbled over a rock, or rug, or doormat on the porch, 

Or overwatered a favorite plant, 

Stop reading now if you have never………. 

 

This is for the bunglers—- 

We, who thought we aspire to perfection, 

Fall from grace 

Through our own inattention or lack of focus, 

We celebrate our bungling as a mark of our humanity, 

And take joy when we DO get it right! 

 

Who makes souffle anyhow? 
 

January 2022  

mailto:moules@usfca.edu
mailto:moules@usfca.edu
mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
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OSHER MINI MEDICAL SCHOOL
Once again, the Osher Mini Medical School opens their virtual doors to our students and invites you to participate 

in these Spring mini medical classes.  For more info click here.   Registration Fees are: 1 Course: $75; 2 Courses: $120; 

3 Courses: $165 and a Single Session: $15.   

Cancer has been around for as long as we have. And yet, the landscape of 
cancer today looks very different than in years past. In this course, you’ll learn 
about the causes, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of cancer, as well as 
the latest developments offering new hope to those afflicted by cancer.

For thousands of years, yoga has been a path to re-orienting our relationship 
to body, mind and spirit, opening ourselves to transformation. At its essence, 
yoga involves grappling with our perceived limits and transcending them 
through a shift in consciousness. 

New scientific technologies in the laboratory have advanced our 
understanding of basic mechanisms of neurological disease over the past 
decade, changing the paradigm of how neurologists care for patients with 
debilitating and chronic diseases. 

To learn more 

about this course 

or to sign up, 

click here.

To learn more 

about this course 

or to sign up, 

click here.

To learn more 

about this course 

or to sign up, 

click here.

https://osherminimed.ucsf.edu/
https://osherminimed.ucsf.edu/cancer-today-winter2022
https://osherminimed.ucsf.edu/yoga-for-self-transformation-winter2022
https://osherminimed.ucsf.edu/neurological-diseases-winter2022
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FISA NEWS • Fromm Institute Student Association • frommfisa.org

FOR NEWS FROM YOUR STUDENT ASSOCIATION PLEASE VISIT https://www.frommfisa.org/

 

 
MY NAME IS LUCY BARTON 

 

 Many of us fell in love with Olive Kitteridge, the novel and the 
woman. Now we can revisit Olive’s creator, Elizabeth Strout, who has 
written “a sublimely merciful contemporary novel about love, yearning 
and resilience” (Boston Alone) 
 
 We think you will love this short novel (191 pages) and we suspect 
you will love Lucy! 
 
 So, join the Drop in Book Club on Zoom – Friday, March 4th at 3 pm 
 
 
Fran and Nancy 

NEXT UP FOR THE DROP IN BOOK CLUB

Register for the discussion here.

.

https://www.frommfisa.org
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/drop-in-book-club---my-name-is-lucy-barton
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 SFCM DEPT. OF MUSICAL THEATER  

PRESENTS “THE APPLE TREE,” 2/18/2022 7:30 PM  

 

THE PROGRAM 

What tempts you after you have taken a bite of forbidden fruit? The songwriting 

team behind Fiddler on the Roof explores that question by bringing together 

three playlets based on stories by Mark Twain, Frank R. Stockton, and Jules 

Feiffer. Full production of the classic opera with an SFCM cast. 

 

Michael Horsley, Music Director  &  Michael Mohammed, Ensemble Director and Stage Director 

 

THE APPLE TREE 

Music by Jerry Brock, Lyrics by Sheldon Harnick 

About SFCM’s Opera and Musical Theatre Program 

The SFCM Opera and Musical Theatre program draws exceptionally talented young singers from 

around the world and provides them with advanced training in vocal style, acting, stage 

movement, and other essentials of stagecraft. Each year, SFCM produces four fully staged opera 

and musical theatre productions with full or chamber orchestra. Recent fully staged operas have 

included L’elisir d’amore, Don Giovanni, Mansfield Park, Postcard from Morocco, The Rake’s 

Progress, Così fan tutte, The Marriage of Figaro, and former faculty composer Conrad Susa’s 

Transformations. SFCM has hosted workshops for indevelopment opera projects such as Mason 

Bates’s The (R)evolution of Steve Jobs and Jake Heggie’s Great Scott. 

 

ABOUT SFCM'S HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY 

The health and safety of the SFCM community and its patrons is of the highest priority. To help 

maintain a safe environment on campus for the SFCM community, and in adhering to San 

Francisco city guidelines, patrons are required to show proof of full vaccination to attend SFCM 

events. Please visit https://sfcm.edu/aboutus/covid19information/eventhealthsafety to read 

the SFCM's full Event Health & Safety policy.  

 

Tickets for the inperson event can be found here.   If you wish to watch the simulcast 
live stream visit the same page (here) on the night of the event. 

mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
https://fromminstitute.org/
https://sfcm.edu/about-us/covid-19-information/event-health-safety
https://sfcm.edu/performance-calendar/event/apple-tree-0
https://sfcm.edu/performance-calendar/event/apple-tree-0

