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THANK YOU - SEE YOU SOON 
 

It seems like just a short time ago that we started the Winter Session, but as they say, “time flies when you’re 
having fun.” The good news is that we have another accomplishment under our belts because together we finished 
another great session of learning and relearning many great lessons.  

One thing everyone at the Fromm Institute unanimously agrees is that our faculty are the stars of our program. 
Thank you to our Winter faculty for imparting their knowledge – without them, our own learning would never 
happen. Thank you to our staff for all their hard work making the business of the Fromm Institute look smooth and 
easy. Most importantly, thank you to all our Fromm students for joining us, for your enthusiasm and your patience. 
The hallmark of ending each session is an increase in that magnificent curiosity compelling us to look forward to 
the upcoming academic horizon promising even more enlightenment and community including many inperson 
classes back on USF’s hilltop in Fromm Hall. 

On behalf of Carla, Scott, Herbert, Dawa and Alfredo, please stay safe during our brief Spring break. We all look 
forward to seeing you again in the Spring Session.      Derek Leighnor, Executive Director 
 
 

SPRING SESSION 2022 
Catalogs will be emailed and online enrollment will begin on March 14 – enroll online at 

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com. Spring Session begins on Monday, May 2, 2022 and runs through June 30. 

 
SPRING SESSION 2022 

March 14 – Enrollment Begins / Catalogs Available 
May 2 – Spring Classes Begin 
June 23 – Spring Classes End 
June 2730 - Make Up Week 

Thurs., May 19 – USF Commencement (no classes) 
Mon., May 30 – Memorial Day Holiday (no classes) 
Mon., June 20 – Juneteenth Holiday (no classes) 

 
GIVING 

Please consider a contribution to our annual fundraising campaign, join the Alfred and Hanna Fromm Legacy Society, 
or simply remember us before the end of our fiscal year (May 31, 2022). To donate to the Fromm Institute or to 
ensure our future through your estate plan, call us at 4154226805, or visit https://fromminstitute.org/giving and 
click on the ‘DONATE NOW’ box at the top of the page.  Thank you for your continued generosity. 

 

mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
https://fromminstitute.org/
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/
https://fromminstitute.org/giving


2

IN THEIR OWN WORDS  
Below is an interview with one of this session’s instructors, Prof. Sarita Nyasha Cannon.  The interview is written 

by Fromm Institute Student Association officers Arlene Waksberg and Maxine Einhorn.   
 

Introducing Professor Sarita Nyasha Cannon  

We take great pleasure in introducing Sarita Nyasha Cannon who is 

currently teaching Narratives of Black Resistance here at Fromm. Since 

she is new to The Fromm Institute, we invited her to be interviewed for 

Fromm Focus so we could all learn a bit more about this multitalented, 

new member of our Faculty. 
 

Sarita Cannon is Associate Professor of English at San Francisco State 

University where she teaches 20Century American Literature. She 

graduated magna cum laude from Harvard University with an A.B. in Literature, earned a Ph.D. in English from 

University of California, Berkeley, and held a Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in American Indian Studies at 

University of Illinois, UrbanaChampaign.  
 

You are incredibly well qualified and multi-talented - a classically trained soprano as well as an 

accomplished academic. Did you make a career choice between the options? 

Even if I were good enough to make a fulltime career out of singing, I’m not sure if I have the temperament to 

cope with the uncertainty and financial precarity that often comes with being a fulltime professional musician. 

That said, one could use the same words to describe the academic job market, and I fully recognize my great fortune 

in obtaining a tenuretrack position at a school whose commitment to social justice and excellence in teaching 

aligns with my values. The security of being a full tenured professor at San Francisco State University is an incredible 

privilege that has given me the flexibility to pursue musical opportunities that nurture me as an artist and as a 

human being. 
 

Were your parents both academics?  

No, but my family has always valued education and encouraged my academic pursuits. My mom recently retired 

from a long career as a librarian in San Francisco, and my dad, who died when I was young, was an audiovisual 

engineer at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco. 
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Can you tell us something about your approach to 20-century American Literature?  

Understanding the political, social, and historical context of any work of literature is important.  Art informs and is 

informed by the society from which it springs.  In my teaching and research on 20thcentury American Literature, I 

am especially interested in literature by and about people from historically marginalized groups. I like to see how 

writers of color, women, immigrants, LGBTQIA folk, workingclass people, and people with disabilities have grappled 

with questions of identity in a country whose democratic and egalitarian ideals haven’t always been fully realized. 

 

We see you have a book manuscript entitled “Black-Native Autobiographical Acts: Navigating the 

Minefields of Authenticity.” Can you explain what that means - in simple terms?  

My book, published in 2021 by Lexington Books, examines the ways that multiracial people of African and Native 

American ancestry have represented themselves and navigated questions of racial, ethnic, national, and cultural 

belonging in various autobiographical forms, such as scrapbooks, oral histories, music, and photography. 

 

You are described as “a global citizen. ”  Does that mean you eschew national identity? 

I don’t eschew national identity, but I am troubled by the ways in which expressions of patriotism can too easily 

devolve into jingoism and xenophobia. I am committed to building crosscultural connections, to expanding my 

worldview, and to questioning the cultural biases that I carry.  Global travel has helped me to work on those goals. 

 

Is there something else you would like Fromm students to know about you? 

I am having a blast teaching my first Fromm class this year! My wonderful students ask thoughtprovoking questions, 

offer insights from their own personal and professional experiences, and contribute to the creation of a respectful, 

vibrant, and transformative learning community.  This experience has encouraged me to think creatively about ways 

to bridge the gap between the academy and the larger community; it has also prompted me to be more intentional 

about making sure that what I teach and how I teach is accessible to a wide range of learners. 
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Fromm Institute Professor Jan Wahl shares this special event with  
the Fromm Institute community. 

 

THE LARK THEATER PRESENTS 

AWARDS NIGHT ON THE BIG SCREEN 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Telecast LIVE from Hollywood – SUNDAY, MARCH 27TH 
 
  

WHEN:   Sunday, March 27th, beginning at 4pm 
 

WHERE:  The Lark Theater, 549 Magnolia Ave., Larkspur 
  
 

WHAT:   AWARDS NIGHT– Hollywood’s biggest award show returns to the Lark big screen.   Telecast LIVE from 
Hollywood. A night of movie magic, delicious food and drinks served on the Gilardi Marquee Terrace…and an 

early look at the Lark renovation before the official opening! 
 
 

Hosted by TV/Radio Personality, Jan Wahl          
 

4:00 PM – Hors D’oeuvres Reception – Catered by Left Bank 
 

          Restaurant.  Served with Wine and Champagne.  
 

       Cookies & Chocolate for dessert.  
 

          5:00 PM – Award Ceremony Begins  
 
  

TICKETS:      $60 General || $50 Lark Members 
 

           RESERVED Seating 
 

            Order Online HERE 
 

            Or by phone (415) 9245111 
 

https://prod1.agileticketing.net/websales/pages/info.aspx?evtinfo=325135~93654fc6-c14e-40a7-812a-d5d2baa619e8&
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FOR NEWS FROM YOUR STUDENT ASSOCIATION PLEASE VISIT https://www.frommfisa.org/

TTHHEE  FFRROOMMMM  IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE    
SSTTUUDDEENNTT  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN    

DDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  TTAASSKK  FFOORRCCEE

CELEBRATING DIVERSITY AT SAN FRANCISCO OPERA WITH MICHAEL BRAGG 

TUESDAY, APRIL 19 AT 1:00 PM.  

REGISTER HERE. 

 

Join Music Librarian Michael Bragg as he celebrates some of opera's most beloved performers and how their 

connections to San Francisco Opera helped reshape the industry. 

 

Michael Bragg currently is the Music Planning Associate/Music Librarian for San 

Francisco Opera (SFO) and gives lectures and talks about opera around the Bay Area. 

Michael received his Bachelor of Music from Westminster Choir College and His Master 

of Music from The Cleveland Institute of Music. Michael made his professional debut 

in 2004 as Kokoin The Mikado withL96VirgilSTyric Opera Cleveland after being a young 

artist with the company for two seasons. In 2005 he sang the role of Gershon in the 

world premiere of The Eglantine and went on that winter to do a national tour of A 

Christmas Spectacular with Denyce Graves and Andrea Bocelli. Michael has been in over 

200 performances of Porgy and Bess as Mingo and made his debuts with LA Opera, 

San Francisco Opera, Lyric Opera Chicago, Seattle Opera, Komische Oper, 

Hamburgische Staatsoper, Leipzig Oper, Teatro Palermo, Teatro Bellini, and Teatro 

Bilbao, in this role. 2009 saw him as an Oompa Loompa in the world premiere reading of The Golden Ticket with 

American Lyric Theater and that same season in the world premiere reading of The Turing Project, also with 

American Lyric Theater. In 2001 Michael made his Metropolitan Opera debut in Götterdämmerung and in the 11/12 

 12/13 seasons was in Les Troyens, Parsifal, and Götterdämmerung. Michael made his Carnegie Hall debut in the 

2013 season performing the Verdi's Requiem with the Manhattan Symphony. 

 

This event is brought to you by The Fromm Institute Student Association Diversity Task Force.

https://www.frommfisa.org
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/celebrating-diversity-at-san-francisco-opera-with-michael-bragg
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A REMINDER: UPCOMING FREE EVENT  
SPONSORED BY THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

 

DROP IN BOOK CLUB - OH WILLIAM! BY ELIZABETH STROUT 
 

DROP IN BOOK CLUB - OH WILLIAM! BY ELIZABETH STROUT is another short novel with Lucy Barton.  She is 

a writer, but her ex-husband, William, remains a hard man to read. William, she confesses, has always been a 

mystery to me. Another mystery is why the two have remained connected after all these years. They just are. Read 

the book and join the discussion on Friday, April 1 at 3:00 p.m. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

CONVERSATORY OF RIGHTS AROUND THE WORLD 

A FROMM INSTITUTE EVENT 

 

GENDER & DEMOCRACY IN BRAZIL & BEYOND  
Prof. Mara kolesas in conversation with Flávia Biroli 

Thu, April 13, 10:0011:30 am. Register Here  
Discussion Group Thu, April 13, 12:001:00 pm.  Register Here 

 
Flávia Biroli has a Master and a Ph.D. in History (Unicamp, 1997 and 2003) and is 
an associate professor of Political Science at the University of Brasília (UnB, 
Brasília, Brazil). She was the coeditor of Revista Brasileira de Ciência Política 
(20082017) and an Associate editor of Politics & Gender (20182019). Engaged in 
the defense of science and public education, she was president of the Brazilian 
Political Science Association (20182020) and is part of the executive board of the 
Brazilian Network of Women Scientists. She has published many articles and books 
on gender and democracy in Brazil and Latin America. They result from her studies 
on limits to women’s political participation, disputes on reproductive rights, 

theoretical debates on autonomy and care, and the backlash against gender in its connections to the 
pushback in democracy. Her last books were Gênero e desigualdades: limites da democracia no Brasil (São 
Paulo, Boitempo Editorial, 2018; Gender and inequalities: limits of democracy in Brazil) and Gênero, 
neoconservadorismo e democracia São Paulo, (Boitempo Editorial, 2020, with Maria Machado and Juan 
Vaggione; Gender, neoconservatism, and democracy). She has collaborated with UN Women in different 
projects and participated in the international Expert Groups that prepared the reports for the 64th and 65th 
Commission on the Status of Women of the United Nations (2019 and 2020).

https://www.frommfisa.org
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/drop-in-book-club---oh-william
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/gender-democracy-in-brazil-beyond
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/discussion-group---gender-democracy-in-brazil-beyond


 SAN FRANCISCO CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC  

BOWES CENTER OPEN HOUSE  

SATURDAY, MARCH 12 FROM 10 AM TO 2 PM  

 

REGISTER HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join us for a FREE community open house at SFCM’s newest cultural addition to the city, The Bowes 

Center. Activities include: instrument petting zoo, family concerts, Guitar Masterclass with Meng Su, 

performance by the Telegraph Quartet, interactive audio and visual installation, tours, and more! 

 

Come see the building that incorporates student housing, dining, classrooms, rehearsal rooms, 

performance spaces, a recording studio, and a radio station all under one roof! 

 

Hours: 10 AM - 2PM 

Location: The Bowes Center 

 

The health and safety of the SFCM community and its patrons is of the highest priority. To help 

maintain a safe environment on campus for the SFCM community, and in adhering to San Francisco 

city guidelines, patrons are required to show proof of full vaccination to attend SFCM events. Please 

visit SFCM's full Event Health & Safety policy to read more about our guidelines. 

  
 

Tickets for the Bowes Center Open House can be found here.   
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https://sfcm.edu/bowes-center/bowes-center-open-house
https://sfcm.edu/reserve?event=12601ADHGSMRHJGRGJSDPTNTCRCGQHPQN&nid=16609
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https://fromminstitute.org/

