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WELCOME AND WELCOME BACK 
 

It doesn’t happen by itself, and yet the forces that nurture community come together with such fluidity 

that identifying them as motivators can often be construed as an oversimplification. This is the Fromm 

Institute. Yes, the diverse course offerings and stellar faculty are the obvious reasons that all of you come to 

the Fromm Institute, but our community of learners (the Fromm Institute Family) is the reason so many of 

you have stayed with us so long. It’s the same thing that Hanna & Alfred Fromm said created longevity for 

all of us – our Fromm Institute Family helps us to avoid social isolation and live longer. 

It seems like a long, long time ago since we last gathered in Fromm Hall – and it was – the last Fromm 

class in Fromm Hall was on March 3, 2020. I would be downplaying the energy running amongst the staff to 

say that we are all excited to return to in person classes, but words are insufficient to describe just how much 

we have missed all of you.  

This week, we resume in person classes for some of you, and many of you will resume online classes. It is 

my hope that the camaraderie you encounter during the next eight weeks, as well the courses you take, 

continue in that tradition that has made the Fromm Institute a San Francisco “original” serving hundreds of 

older students each day, and includes thousands of retired people among its lifelong learning student body 

and alumni. Talk about community! You are now, for the first time or once again, a part of a great one. 

Welcome and Welcome back one and all! 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 MONDAY – THURSDAY     8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 

 

The Fromm Institute Office is open Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. We are in the office and 

available the entire day when classes meet. We may not be responsive on Fridays as we have alternating 

Fridays off and use our working Fridays for Board work and other meetings that we are not able to take 

Monday through Thursday. If you plan to visit the office on a Friday or a day when classes are not in session, 

please call to confirm that someone will be available to meet you. 

mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
https://fromminstitute.org/
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WHAT TO EXPECT AS YOU RETURN TO CAMPUS 
 
WHAT’S DIFFERENT: Gathering and building access will require a checkin process. There will be fewer Fromm 
students, and more space to stretch out. All attendees must be vaccinated, and you will need to complete a daily 
health check each day you come to campus. Masks are required for faculty, staff, and students while in the building. 
 
Because you will be on the University of San Francisco campus, and we are members of that community, you will 
need the following for campus access: 

 
1) A current Fromm/USF ID card or mobile OneCard. The USF OneCard office will be in our building the first 

week of classes to assist with mobile OneCards, and/or replacement OneCards. 
 

Alternatively, you can set up your own mobile OneCard by following these steps: 
https://myusf.usfca.edu/onecard/setupyouronecard If you have issues with setting up your mobile  
OneCard, please contact the OneCard Office: Mon – Thurs 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Fri 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
phone: 415-422-7663 or email: onecard@usfca.edu. 

 
 
2) You will need to complete a HEALTH CHECK each day before you come to campus. The daily HEALTH CHECK 

is attached to covid contact tracing.  This health check requires your USF ID number, username and  
password to complete and submit. Your unique USF ID number and username were previously emailed to  
you — please contact the Fromm Institute office at 4154226805 if you need us to resend that information. 

 
While this may sound cumbersome, please keep in mind it is crucial we adhere to these campus entry 

protocols for the safety of ALL who come to the campus. It will be important that you have your One 

Card at all times, and if possible, add it to your cell phone as a mobile OneCard. You will need to use this 

ID to access all buildings on campus – Fromm Hall, the library, the cafeteria, Koret Health Center, etc. 

Your OneCard captures that you are vaccinated and that you have completed your daily health check. 
 

MASKS: The university requires that all faculty, staff, and students wear a mask while indoors. 
 

DINING: The university has several spaces that sell food, beverages and meals. They are located in 
University Center, Lone Mountain, and the Law School. (Please refer to the campus map here: 
https://myusf.usfca.edu/sites/default/files/users/llspalding/usfcampusmap.pdf) 

 

OFFICE: The office and staff will be onsite to help with questions and class logistics. Please keepin mind that 
due to the many moving parts, and transition, our bandwidth is limited. We appreciate your patience and 
mindfulness as we navigate gathering in person once again.  If you have any questions, or wish to make 
changes to your class schedule at this time, please give the office a call – 4154226805. We will be happy to assist.

https://myusf.usfca.edu/one-card/set-up-your-one-card
mailto:onecard@usfca.edu
https://myusf.usfca.edu/sites/default/files/users/llspalding/usf-campus-map.pdf
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR FISA PRESIDENT  
By Linda Marks 

Welcome/welcome back to Fromm. After over two years apart, there’s excitement in the air. Some students 

are returning to Fromm Hall with the hope of seeing old friends in person; others are new Frommies 

entering Fromm Hall for the first time. And some of us are taking classes remotely, from wherever we are, 

watching them whenever we please.  

 

Whether in person or remotely, we are continuing the learning that didn’t stop during an unprecedented 

pandemic. In addition to taking classes we mastered Zoom and a new digital platorm, Gather Learning, that 

Fromm is using for registering for classess and accessing them. Who says you can’t teach an old dog new tricks? 

 

If you’re a Fromm student, you are automatically a member of the Fromm Institute Student Association 

(FISA). FISA Council members, volunteers elected by you to be your representatives, plan the social, 

nonacademic programs that we’ve been able to provide even during the pandemic — performances, 

interviews, book groups and “matinee” movies. Watch for announcements of future “brown bag” 

presentations in Fromm Focus and via email. We’ve already started scheduling them for the Fall. 

 

Current members of the council are Arlene Waksberg, Donna Calame, Frances Pinnock, Hector Esparza, 

Joan Cucek, Maxine Einhorn, Shari Gropper, Susan Kaplan and me. Thanks, team, for all the hard work 

you’ve done through difficult circumstances. As I wrote at the beginning of last term (perhaps as a wish), 

“When we return to Fromm Hall we’ll hold elections for new members and officers and hope some of you 

reading this will volunteer. After two years with no elections, we need new blood!!” (Look for more 

information on FISA steering committe nominations in next week’s Fromm Focus.) 

 

At the beginning of our physical separation from one another, I thought that as an extrovert I would lose 

contact with friends and have no opportunity to make new ones.  Au contraire! Thanks to Zoom, contacts 

that mattered became deeper and I made new friends, too, most of them through the Fromm Diversity 

Task Force, which FISA  formed two years ago, and Fromm social groups.  

https://www.frommfisa.org
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When some of the Task Force members met in person for a photo shoot that produced our Diversity poster and 

postcards, it was the first time we’d seen one another except via Zoom. It was an amazing experience that gave 

me hope. Current members of the hardworking Task Force are Arlene Waksberg, Diane Aubry, Hector Esparza, 

Irene Minabe, Laverne Simon, Margarita Ugarte, Maxine Einhorn, Roxie Mayfield, Susan Kaplan and me. 

 

Mixed in with the excitement there is some trepidation. What will it be like going to Fromm in person wearing 

masks and having to do a health check each day we’re there? Will it be different when some are at Fromm 

and others are online? 

 

Luckily we have the Fromm staff doing everything they possibly can to make things work for us. Kudos to 

Derek, Carla, Scott, Herbert, Dawa and Alfredo for their flexibility through all of this. May their jobs become 

easier with time. 

 

So, once again, welcome/welcome back to Fromm. Enjoy your classes! 

 

Sincerely, 

Linda Marks
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	           THE DROP IN BOOK CLUB IS BACK 
 

For those new or newish to the Fromm Institute, this book club is exactly what we 
call it - “a drop in book club.”  You can attend, on Zoom, without showing yourself.  
You can log on and just listen.  Or you can discuss to your heart’s content (well, 
sort of!).  We ask that you read the novel and join us on Zoom.  

Also, for this meeting, watch a movie or two, if you are so inclined. The book “The 
End of the Affair,” was written by Graham Greene and published in 1951.  Film 
adaptations were made in 1955 and then again in 1999.  We will discuss the 
book (incidentally read marvelously by Colin Firth on Audible) and discuss the 
movies, and even, if time permits, compare Van Johnson to Ralph Fiennes! 

Date:  Thursday May 26th on zoom at 3:30 p.m.  
   Click Here to Register for the event.  

P.S. You can rent both movies from YouTube.

Click Here to Register for the event.

YouTube.

https://www.frommfisa.org
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/drop-in-book-club---the-end-of-the-affair
https://www.youtube.com/
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WHY DO WE CELEBRATE CINCO DE 
MAYO IN THE UNITED STATES? 

By Hector Esparza 

I was introduced to the celebration of Cinco De Mayo in the late 

1970’s. On May 5th, I just happened to be having dinner at a Mexican restaurant in Daly City. A Mexican beer 

company was promoting their newly imported beer into the United States (U.S.) market. Thus began my annual 

interest of celebrating May 5th in a Mexican restaurant. Over the following years, I noticed that the majority of 

interest in celebrating this day was coming from my American friends, not from my Mexican relatives that lived 

in the U.S. and Mexico. The annual ritual of Cinco De Mayo seemed to be focused on eating Mexican food and 

drinking margaritas. Very few people I met seemed to know what actually happened on Cinco de Mayo or why 

we should be celebrating May 5th. On one of those celebrations years ago, a local TV station newscaster 

announced that Cinco De Mayo was to “celebrate Mexican Independence Day”. I called the station to inform 

them that September 16th is Mexican Independence Day, not May 5th. To my surprise, the station was not 

interested in correcting their error. 

So how is Cinco De Mayo different from Mexican Independence Day? 

Mexican Independence Day is a Mexican national holiday to celebrate the call to arms that amounted to a 

declaration of war against the Spanish colonial government on September 16, 1810. Although September 27, 1821 

is the day that independence was ultimately won and declared from Spain, September 16th is looked upon as the 

ultimate key date that led to Mexico earning its freedom. 

Cinco De Mayo commemorates a single battle (The Battle of the Puebla) by Mexican forces against French troops. 

In 1861, Mexico had defaulted on their debt owed to France, which led to French forces landing on Mexican soil. At 

the time, Benito Juarez, was president of Mexico and France was ruled by Emperor Napoleon III. On May 5, 1862, 

in Puebla de Los Angeles, a small town in eastcentral Mexico, 6,000 French troops faced 2,000 Mexican soldiers 

at daybreak. The French were certain of success as they were seasoned troops that were much larger and better 

trained than the ragtag force of 2,000 farmers and indigenous Mexicans. The vastly outnumbered and poorly 

TTHHEE  FFRROOMMMM  IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE    
SSTTUUDDEENNTT  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN    

DDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  TTAASSKK  FFOORRCCEE

https://www.frommfisa.org


7

FISA NEWS • Fromm Institute Student Association • frommfisa.org

FOR NEWS FROM YOUR STUDENT ASSOCIATION PLEASE VISIT https://www.frommfisa.org/

supplied Mexicans fortified the town and prepared for the French assault. The battle lasted from daybreak to 

early evening. At the end of the day, the French withdrew having failed to take the town from the Mexican forces. 

In the battle, the French lost almost 500 soldiers and the Mexicans fewer than 100 men. The Mexican forces were 

victorious over the French. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although not a major strategic win in the overall war against the French, the success at the Battle of Puebla on 

May 5th represented a great symbolic victory for the Mexican people and their government. Unfortunately, one 

battle does not win a war. Eventually France carved out a major portion of Mexico’s territory and ruled the land 

for several years. By February 1867, the pressure of a growing liberal insurgency under President Juarez and the 

threat of war in Europe with Prussia, compelled France’s withdrawal from Mexico. 

Celebrating Cinco De Mayo has become increasingly popular and has gained a lot of commercial interest in Mexican 

culture, including foods, beverages, music and customs. Over time, the focus has become the aspect of having a 

party, and not what happened on this day in Mexican history. When I asked my relatives living in Mexico City 

about May 5th, they stated that most Mexicans do not celebrate this date at all. It is primarily a regional holiday 

celebrated in the Mexican state capital city of Puebla and throughout the state of Puebla, with some limited 

recognition in other parts of Mexico. 

This year, May 5th is on a Thursday. If you decide to celebrate Cinco De Mayo, some suggestions include reading 

about a Mexican artist, going to a live event or learning about the long and rich history of Mexico.

https://www.frommfisa.org
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SUBMIT YOUR WORK TO THE FROMM FOCUS    
The Fromm Focus is always looking to showcase the creative work of all of you, The Fromm Institute 
members.   Above and on the former page, the popular Express Yourself column was designed to publish 
the opinion pieces and other musings of the membership.    The newly created Poetry for a Pandemic began 
as a way to share poetry written by the faculty and the students during our pandemic life.  Finally, In the 
Virtual Gallery was created to share the artwork made by Fromm Institute members.  If you are a visual 
artist, you can submit your work to share in this featured section of the newsletter.   All genres are accepted 
— including painting, photography, film, sculpture, and new media.        
Whether you are a writer, poet, artist, filmmaker or sculptor, please think about sharing your creativity 
with the community.  You can submit your work to Scott Moules in the Fromm Institute office, 
moules@usfca.edu or fromm@usfca.edu. 

DIVINE MADNESS: A NOVEL  

“Cal . . . wants to move back in with me into our old apartment on 67th Street across from 
Central Park. It's where we lived for most of the twentyone years of our marriage until he 
left me for Caroline. It's where I've lived for the past seven years without Cal.” Cal is 
purportedly Robert Lowell, the sixth Poet Laureate of the United States, and the speaker, 
“Lizzie,” is Elizabeth Hardwick, a writer and critic whose truelife partnership with Lowell 
was marked by his mental illness and desertion. Yet awardwinning playwright Lynne 
Kaufman's spare, poetic novel is far deeperand more disturbingthan a harrowing 
account of a famously unhappy marriage. 

For more information please click here.  To register for the event (which is free for Fromm Institute members) 
please visit this link. 

ONSITE AT MECHANICS' INSTITUTE   
cosponsored by The Fromm Institute for Lifelong Learning 

 
Divine Madness author Lynne Kaufman is in conversation with poets Alison Luterman and Prof. David Watts. 

  
Wednesday, May 18, 2022  6:00pm 

Masks are required for unvaccinated individuals. 

ONE BOOK - TWO EVENTS 
Prof. Lynne Kaufman will be celebrating the release of her novel, Divine Madness, at the Magic Theatre on May 

15th, 7 pm.  As an artist, Lynne is known for bringing to life extraordinary women who made their mark on American 

culture: Sylvia Plath, Margaret Mead, Daisy Bates, and Simone de Beauvoir. Her most recent play, Divine Madness, 

about Elizabeth Hardwick won national acclaim, so she transposed the play into an upcoming novel titled Divine 

Madness (Tailwinds Press). The event includes a copy of the novel, a dramatic reading by esteemed local actors 

Julia McNeal and Charles Shaw Robinson as Hardwick and Lowell, a panel discussion with the author and the actors, 

and a wine reception.  Tickets are available for $20 on The Magic Theatre's website.

mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
https://fromminstitute.org/
mailto:moules@usfca.edu
mailto:fromm@usfca.edu
https://www.milibrary.org/events/divine-madness-novel-onsite-mechanics-institute-cosponsored-fromm-institute-lifelong-learning
https://www.milibrary.org/events/divine-madness-novel-onsite-mechanics-institute-cosponsored-fromm-institute-lifelong-learning#tickets
http://www.tailwindspress.com/divine-madness.html
https://app.mobilecause.com/e/qNgZEg?vid=rn0zw
https://www.magictheatre.org/

