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A VISIT TO THE DESERT 

By Carla Hall 
 
 

We are nearing the end of another Academic Year and what a remarkable year it has been. In so many ways. 

You know what I mean, don’t you? 

 

Throughout the pandemic, I have cultivated a small and habitual program: work, selfcare, a few friends, long 

walks, reading, obsessive organizing, and care for my beautiful gray cat.  

 

Last weekend I was fortunate to visit my parents in Palm Springs, after quite some time of only seeing them on 

FaceTime calls.  

 

I was born in Banning, CA, just west of the desert, and grew up in Yucaipa, near Redlands, CA.  So Palm Springs 

is a familiar and kind of spiritual place for me. My grandparents, uncles, and cousins who once resided there, 

have all moved on, but I still see them. You know what I mean, don’t you?  

 

Here is a poem inspired by my visit with my folks in the desert. 

 

 
 

Why do I find it so hard to remember? 

 

Today is Memorial 

Day and I feel time on my Palm 

Springs tanned skin touch  

the fur of my smokey grey 

cat. There, in the dusk air, a purr sways 

in the sepia coral light.  
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A mourning dove sings  

the fog horn song, a kind of landing, 

of sorts, without his love. 

 

Chimes like moths seek the lamp lights, 

not over eager to fare well. 

 

Ghost like, the tall cacti, remind of tending, 

spiny and soft. 

  

 

I place You, like a rock gem, without 

thought, urge, nor clutch 

on the altar of breath. 

 

As if holding this line, in memorium, tenderly,  

mine, should humour the narrative of losses,  

not mine. So many words cannot  

behold the azure star sky  

I feel when I feel your voice  

on my neck, a spice like turmeric  

or cayenne, opposite  

mint or sage, or willow pepper, 

the whole of my heart.  

 

Summertime.
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FROMM INSTITUTE STUDENT ASSOCIATION DIVERSITY TASK FORCE 

 presents 

Lady and the Ramp: Humanizing Disability 
 

In the fall we will be holding an online discussion of “Crip Camp,” an inspiring 

and groundbreaking documentary about a summer camp in the 1970s for 

teenagers with disabilities.  Fromm Institute student Diane Aubry will 

interview Jim LeBrecht who codirected “Crip Camp” with Nicole Newnham 

and who Diane describes as “an intelligent, successful and delightful person.” 

 

Watch the movie at home over the summer on Netflix or YouTube.  

 

This heartwarming documentary follows the story of the civil rights struggle 

for disability rights, an undocumented social justice movement that shows how a summer camp in upstate New 

York in 1971 galvanized a generation of activists and influenced Berkeley’s disability rights movement.  
 

 

 

 

“The experience of the summer camp shown in the film made the campers realize that theirs was a valuable 

community that deserved to be included and had a right to be heard.”  – Diane Aubry 
 

Time and date to be announced. 

TTHHEE  FFRROOMMMM  IINNSSTTIITTUUTTEE    
SSTTUUDDEENNTT  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN    

DDIIVVEERRSSIITTYY  TTAASSKK  FFOORRCCEE

Oscar nominated documentary in 2021, Crip Camp received the 2020 Sundance Film Festival Audience 

Award for feature length documentary, the 2021 Independent Spirit award for Best Feature 

Documentary and a 2021 Peabody Award.

https://www.netflix.com/title/81001496
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFS8SpwioZ4
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A COUPLE OF UPDATES FROM USF 
 
The Spring 2022 semester for USF’s undergraduate and graduate students is now over 

and with the year end, USF has a few updates we thought you would like to know about.   

 

FIRST:  The New USFMobile App is Now Available 

You can now download the new and improved USFMobile app. Please delete the old 

app which will no longer be supported. The new app is more customizable and easier 

to use.  Features include:  

    A customizable home screen for a more personalized experience. 

   The Don’s Health Check is no longer required. 

   Access to MyUSF, on campus events, mobile paying at the Lone Mountain cafeteria, 

USF news, maps of the campuses, virtual fitness and wellness classes, and transit info.    DOWNLOAD THE APP   

 

SECOND: Face Coverings 

USF continues to require wearing masks indoors in campus buildings, with the exception of the Koret Health and 

Recreation Center (where masks are highly encouraged). N95s for unvaccinated individuals, KN95s, and surgical 

masks are still available at Public Safety kiosks.

THE FROMM INSTITUTE STUDENT ASSOCIATION  

STEERING COMMITTEE 

Election by Nomination!  

   

This year, as mandated in the bylaws, we were tasked with the nomination and 

election of four students to the Steering Committee. This year, we had only four 

people nominated for the four vacant seats on the Steering Committee.  Therefore 

with only four nominations and four vacancies, there is no need for an election this 

year.  Your new Fromm Institute Student Association Steering Committee members 

are Hector Esparza, Laverne Simon, Mary Melissa Grafflin, and James Mullane.  These 

four students will serve as advisors to the elected officers of the Student Association. 

https://myusf.usfca.edu/marketing-communications/resources/mobile


EXPRESS YOURSELF
Fromm Institute student and prolific writer Barbara Sapienza, shares a poem in this week’s Express Yourself column.  
Express Yourself, is a column created to share your thoughts, opinion pieces or other creative writing for the rest of 
the Fromm Institute community.   If you would like to share your work, please submit articles to Scott Moules either 
at moules@usfca.edu or fromm@usfca.edu. 

A LION TOOTH 
by Barbara Sapienza 

 
 

  
 
Bad things are happening.  

When children leave and the cupboard is bare, 

 When ants run wild on the kitchen sink, 

 When you fall flat on your face, 

 And the stranger who helps, picks your purse.  

 

When the moon shines its silvery light on your old face, 

 And the Goddess of Night enters you,  

 You see the crevices deepen, engorging 

 your granite disguise.   

 

 When you run to tell you’re sleeping husband, 

 You stub your foot.  

 Hop toward the bed to rouse him, 

 But he’s dead–dead tired. 
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EXPRESS YOURSELF

  You run on one foot to your car to grab your moon hat, 

  Against the moonshine that’s as bright as a lion tooth.  

  You open the car door, then close the hat in its heavy crease.  

 You hear the clatter of dazzling rhinestones falling to the ground.  

 

 

 

 You must get out. 

 You fall onto your knees on the cement floor to gather the fake diamonds.   

 You see your moon goddess face in all the facets. 

 You smile at the glow of the many fronts of your life.  

 

 Humming a new song about Her arrival, knowing 

 The Moon Goddess will forever accompany you,  

 Shining her bright light, 

 On your Soul. 

 

 When it comes time, 

 You will skip from star to star on the moonlit path, 

 Toward her cold face. 
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