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EVERYONE IS ENTITLED TO 
YOUR OPINION 

 

     Of course, that is not how the old adage goes, but it does mean that we are coming to the conclusion 

of our Spring 2022 session.  This means, it is time to remind you all of the Course Evaluation process, when 

so many rate our faculty and their classes.  Though the title of this article may seem a bit cheeky, please 

don’t let that stop you, though, because we truly need your thoughts. Your opinion counts, both singularly 

and collectively, in this process that helps the Fromm Institute measure the 2022 Spring Session’s success. 

     The Course Evaluation link will soon be emailed to you. These evaluations ask a simple task of all students 

enrolled in a particular course. First, open up the link and make sure you are evaluating a class you have 

been enrolled in during this session.   Then, rate the course content and professor’s style of presentation. 

Using the same numerical scale, offer your overall opinion explaining why you evaluated this course the 

way you did. Once you’ve completed those sections of the online form, you will have the opportunity to 

evaluate the overall Fromm Institute program.   Please feel free to fill out this section of the form, with 

your opinions on how we did, and how the curriculum appeared to succeed or not during the session.  You 

may even want to share with us ideas for upcoming classes we can add to the curriculum.   

     Remember, the evaluation process begins next week, on Tuesday, June 21 and runs through the end of 

our “MakeUp” Week which concludes Thursday, June 30.  Don’t wait until it’s too late!  As you can imagine, 

evaluations are only effective if everyone presents an opinion, even if it is similar to that of others.  Please 

be among the many who will help us assess our curriculum and the overall program at the Fromm Institute.  

In that sense, it is true, that everyone (the staff, faculty, fellow students, etc.) are indeed entitled to  

YOUR opinion.  
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EXPRESS YOURSELF

USF Professor Emeritus and Fromm Institute faculty member Alan Goldberg pens a reminiscence of famed sports 
writer, literary editor and correspondent, Roger Angell. Angell recently passed away at the age of 101. 
 
Express Yourself is a column created to share your thoughts, opinion pieces or other creative writing for the rest of 
the Fromm Institute community.   If you would like to share your work, please submit articles to Scott Moules either 
at moules@usfca.edu or fromm@usfca.edu. 

HOMAGE TO ROGER ANGELL (1920 - 2022): 
“The Poet Laureate” of Baseball 

by Prof. Alan Goldberg 
 

On May 20, 2022, we lost Roger Angell, the elegant dean of American 

sportswriters who had also spent the better part of a century as literary editor 

and correspondent for The New Yorker. Distinguished sports writer and his dear 

friend, Tom Verducci, reports that Angell had been in failing health but still lucid. 

Angell’s last word whispered to his beloved Peggy was “Score?” Angell smiled 

as Peggy answered, “Mets 11, Cardinals 4.” Angell, always a Red Sox fan, later 

adopted the Mets. 

  

Even if sports writing and baseball in particular don’t resonate for you, anyone 

who has followed the New Yorker magazine and admired its particular brand of wit and sophisticated style would 

attest to Angell’s legacy. In a real sense, he was heir to the literary foundation of The New Yorker dating from the 

1920s, the son of one of the founding editors, Katherine Angell White and stepson of Pulitzer Prize winning author 

E.B. White of “Charlotte’s Web” and “The Elements of Style” fame. Roger Angell was instrumental in advancing the 

career of such notables as James Thurber, Vladimir Nabokov, and John Updike.  

  

He took on baseball writing in his 40s, rather late in the game, but then went on to produce book after book of 

collected essays such as “Five Seasons”, “Late Innings”, and his final published collection at age 95, “This Old Man”. 

Apropos of aging, he lamented, “We elders have learned a thing or two, including invisibility. We are in a conversation 

about global warming or Virginia Woolf. There’s a pause and I chime in with a couple of sentences. The (younger) 

others look at me politely, then resume the talk exactly at the point where they’ve just left it. Women I know say 

that this began to happen to them when they passed 50. What? Hello? Didn’t I just say something? When I mention 
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EXPRESS YOURSELF

this phenomenon to anyone around my age, I get back nods and smiles.” 

  

Uniquely, Roger Angell was honored as a member of both the American Academy of Arts and Letters and the 

Baseball Hall of Fame. As a lifelong lover of both baseball and literature, I had the distinct pleasure at The Fromm 

Institute to offer several classes that melded the two. Of course, Angell took on the mantle of prime exemplar of 

a writer who cherished sports as integral to the mythic foundation of American culture and who managed to elevate 

sports to commentaries about life itself.  

  

The present EditorinChief of The New Yorker, David Remnick, himself a devotee of baseball, put it best: “Roger 

Angell’s baseball pieces display a man at liberty, delighted to be in the stands on a longshadowed afternoon. His 

sentences were ebullient but never decorous. An urWasp he was tickled to learn the Yiddish word for “over the 

top”  ungapatchka. Remnick goes on to say how pleased Angell was to hear from Jewish friends that his work 

distinguished itself for not being ungapatchka. Remnick personifies Angell with a not so obscure baseball analogy. 

“He was like Ruth and Ohtani, a freakishly talented double threat, a superb writer and an invaluable counsel.” 

  

Roger Angell’s voice resonates over the decades. In his most revered classic essay, “The Web of the Game”, Angell 

is a spectator, not at the epochal Carlton Fisk Home Run, Game Six, Red SoxReds World Series game, which he 

also famously chronicled in “Agincourt and After.” Instead, we find him sitting in the stands at a 1981 college playoff 

game between Yale and St. John’s. He is joined in New Haven by nonagenarian Smokey Joe Wood, a legendary 

pitcher from the early part of the 20th Century. This is an essay about an unforgettable game but so much more: 
  

“I think I will remember the game all my life. So 

will Smokey Joe Wood. Someone will probably 

tell Ron Darling (Yale’s pitcher) that Wood was at 

the game that afternoon and saw him pitch 

eleven scoreless nohit innings against St. John’s 

and someday—perhaps years from now, when 

he, too, may possibly be a celebrated majorleague strikeout artist—it may occur to him that his heartbreaking  

01 loss in May 1981 and Walter Johnson’s 01 loss at Fenway Park in September 1912 are now woven together into 

the fabric of baseball. Pitch by pitch, inning by inning, Ron Darling had made that happen. He stitched us together.” 
  

So did Roger Angell. 
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SAN FRANCISCO OPERA  

SUMMER PROGRAM AND SINGLE TICKET SALES 

Enjoy Single Tickets for the 2022-23 Season.  Tickets Go On Sale June 28 
 
The Centennial Season is swiftly approaching, and we want to see you there! Mark your calendar for June 28, 
and join us on the website or call our Box Office at (415) 8643330 to secure your seats for this landmark season. 
 
Subscribers and donors receive priority access to purchase individual tickets to 202223 Season performances. 
Give $75 or more today or subscribe to the 202223 Season now to unlock the presale on June 21 and enjoy 
amazing benefits! 

 
 

DON GIOVANNI 

BY WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART 
The MozartDa Ponte Trilogy’s epic conclusion is Mozart’s take on Don Juan. Iconic 
music, dark comedy, even darker deeds, and a twist ending straight out of cult horror 
flicks like Drag Me to Hell or Night of the Demon — it’s one of the most popular operas 
for a reason!  Best Available:  June 18 (Pride Night!), June 26, and July 2 

 

 
DREAM OF THE RED CHAMBER 

紅樓夢 

MUSIC BY BRIGHT SHENG  

 LIBRETTO BY DAVID HENRY HWANG AND BRIGHT SHENG 
A celebration of Chinese culture, this contemporary opera takes its story from one 
of China’s literary masterpieces—the equivalent of Romeo and Juliet in the West. 
Audiences went wild for the production in 2016 when it premiered to soldout 
houses. And for good reason. Best Available:  June 17, June 25, July 1 and July 3 
 

 
EUN SUN KIM CONDUCTS VERDI 

CELEBRATE THE ARTISTRY OF GIUSEPPE VERDI 
San Francisco Opera Music Director and New York Times 2021 Classical Music 
Breakout Star Eun Sun Kim conducts Verdi favorites from Luisa Miller, Il Trovatore, 
and Don Carlo. Joining Eun Sun are four thrilling artists: soprano Nicole Car, tenor 
Arturo ChacónCruz, baritone Etienne Dupuis, and bass Soloman Howard with the 
San Francisco Opera Orchestra and Chorus.  OperaVision will be available for  
this performance.   
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