
 The Fromm Institute for Lifelong Learning  
 at the University of San Francisco

  SPRING SESSION 2023 
May 1 - June 22



THE SPRING 2023 COURSE SELECTIONS 
Full descriptions and faculty biographies appear on pages 7 through 25.  Instructions on “how to enroll” are on page 6.  Classes run eight weeks from 
May 1 until June 22.  The Academic Calendar appears at the bottom of page 5.  
 
 
MONDAY 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.  
 PROF. CARY PEPPER   THE FILMS OF ELIA KAZAN, PART 2: 1947 – 1963 
 PROF. DAVID PERITZ   FIELDNOTES FROM A WORLD ON FIRE: UNDERSTANDING CLIMATE CHANGE  

 
 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.  
PROF. SONNY BUXTON   GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK: THE MELODY MAKERS   
PROF. SARITA CANNON   LORRAINE HANSBERRY AND HER LITERARY DAUGHTERS: BLACK WOMEN PLAYWRIGHTS  
PROF. JESSICA BLUM-SORENSEN   GLORIOUS VILLAINS: READING THE ANTI-HERO IN GREECE AND ROME 

 
 
 

TUESDAY 
 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.  
PROF. JOHN LEVY   COMPUTER HARDWARE – WHAT’S INSIDE THAT MAKES COMPUTER PROGRAMS WORK?  
PROF. ROY EISENHARDT   SPORTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY  
PROFS. ERIC SINROD & DALE BIRON   THE POWER OF LAW AND POETRY IN SHAPING THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT 

 
 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.  
              PROF. NATE HINERMAN  RELIGION, PSYCHOLOGY, AND MODERN LITERATURE  

                     PROF. RUTHE STEIN   THE ART OF THE CON: SCREEN SWINDLES, GRIFTS AND HUSTLES  
                     PROF. GAYE WALTON-PRICE   MODERN ARABIC SHORT STORY FROM EGYPT IN TRANSLATION  

 
 

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

IN-PERSON RECORDED

IN-PERSON RECORDED

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

 IN-PERSON HYBRID 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID 

2 This class is taught inperson and will be recorded for later viewing. 

This class is taught inperson and students can attend inperson or online.  The class will be recorded for later viewing. 



THE SPRING 2023 COURSE SELECTIONS 
Full descriptions and faculty biographies appear on pages 7 through 25.  Instructions on “how to enroll” are on page 6.  Classes run eight weeks from 
May 1 until June 22.  The Academic Calendar appears at the bottom of page 5.  
 
 
WEDNESDAY 

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.  
 VARIOUS LECTURERS   THE FROMM SPRING MEDICAL SERIES COORDINATED BY MELVIN CHEITLIN, M.D.  

 
 

 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.  
PROF. JONATHAN BAILEY   RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN:  SOME ENCHANTED EVENINGS 
PROF. DEBASHISH BANERJI   INDIAN PAINTING 

 
   

 
 
 
THURSDAY 
  

10 A.M. - 11:40 A.M.  
 PROF. AVRIL ANGEVINE   A FRESH LOOK AT FRENCH ART 
 PROF. SCOTT FOGLESONG   SOLO AND ORCHESTRA: CONCERTOS AND THEN SOME 
 PROF. CHARLIE VARON   SEMINAR: START THE MORNING WRITE   

 
 
 
 

1 P.M. - 2:40 P.M.   
PROF. ANDREW FRAKNOI   EINSTEIN FOR POETS: HIS IDEAS EXPLAINED IN EVERYDAY LANGUAGE 
PROF. VIRGINIA RAMOS   THE PROBLEM OF REALITY: READING AND SEEING THE WORLD 

 PROF. RODGER BIRT   TALES OF TWO CITIES: SAN FRANCISCO AND NEW YORK IN AMERICAN STUDIES

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

ZOOM HYBRID

IN-PERSON ONLY

IN-PERSON ONLY

 IN-PERSON HYBRID 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID 
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This class is taught online and students can attend inperson or online.  The class will be recorded for later viewing. 

This class is inperson only.  Students meet inperson and the class will not be recorded.
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THE SPRING 2023 COURSE SELECTIONS BY SUBJECT 
Full descriptions and faculty biographies appear on pages 7 through 25.  Instructions on “how to enroll” are on page 6.  Classes run eight weeks from 
May 1 until June 22.  The Academic Calendar appears at the bottom of page 5.  For specifics on class times please see pages 2 and 3. 

ETHNIC / CULTURAL COURSES 
BANERJI   INDIAN PAINTING 
CANNON LORRAINE HANSBERRY AND HER LITERARY DAUGHTERS 
WALTON-PRICE   MODERN ARABIC SHORT STORY FROM EGYPT IN TRANSLATION 
 

FINE ARTS  
ANGEVINE   A FRESH LOOK AT FRENCH ART  
BAILEY   RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN:  SOME ENCHANTED EVENINGS 
BANERJI   INDIAN PAINTING 
BUXTON   GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK: THE MELODY MAKERS 
FOGLESONG   SOLO AND ORCHESTRA: CONCERTOS AND THEN SOME 
PEPPER   THE FILMS OF ELIA KAZAN, PART 2: 1947 – 1963 
STEIN   THE ART OF THE CON: SCREEN SWINDLES, GRIFTS AND HUSTLES 
VARON   SEMINAR: START THE MORNING WRITE 
 

HISTORY  
BIRT   TALES OF TWO CITIES: SAN FRANCISCO AND NEW YORK IN AMERICAN STUDIES 
BLUM-SORENSEN   GLORIOUS VILLAINS: READING THE ANTI-HERO IN GREECE AND ROME 
EISENHARDT   SPORTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 
 

LITERATURE 
CANNON LORRAINE HANSBERRY AND HER LITERARY DAUGHTERS 
HINERMAN  RELIGION, PSYCHOLOGY, AND MODERN LITERATURE 
RAMOS   THE PROBLEM OF REALITY: READING AND SEEING THE WORLD 
WALTON-PRICE   MODERN ARABIC SHORT STORY FROM EGYPT IN TRANSLATION 
 

PHILOSOPHY, SPIRITUALITY, RELIGION 
HINERMAN  RELIGION, PSYCHOLOGY, AND MODERN LITERATURE 
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ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
SPRING SESSION 2023 

May 1 – June 22 – Classes in Session 
May 18 – USF Commencement (holiday, no classes) 

May 29 – Memorial Day (holiday, no classes) 
June 19 – Juneteenth (holiday, no classes) 

June 26 – June 29th – Make Up Week

ON-CAMPUS PARKING 

USF Campus Parking Permits are available for InPerson Classes. Please complete the Parking Permit Application Here.

THE SPRING 2023 COURSE SELECTIONS BY SUBJECT 
Full descriptions and faculty biographies appear on pages 7 through 25.  Instructions on “how to enroll” are on page 6.  Classes run eight weeks from 
May 1 until June 22.  The Academic Calendar appears at the bottom of page 5.  For specifics on class times please see pages 2 and 3. 

PHILOSOPHY, SPIRITUALITY, RELIGION cont. 
RAMOS   THE PROBLEM OF REALITY: READING AND SEEING THE WORLD 
 

POLITICS / CURRENT AFFAIRS/PUBLIC POLICY 
EISENHARDT   SPORTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 
PERITZ   FIELDNOTES FROM A WORLD ON FIRE: UNDERSTANDING CLIMATE CHANGE 
SINROD & BIRON   THE POWER OF LAW AND POETRY IN SHAPING THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT 
 

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS 

FRAKNOI   EINSTEIN FOR POETS: HIS IDEAS EXPLAINED IN EVERYDAY LANGUAGE 

VARIOUS LECTURERS   THE FROMM SPRING MEDICAL SERIES COORDINATED BY MELVIN CHEITLIN, M.D. 
 

TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTING 
LEVY   COMPUTER HARDWARE – WHAT’S INSIDE THAT MAKES COMPUTER PROGRAMS WORK?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccH7Yi8vKEuMEWrgiHhpb7xufIM4i_1Dr5sBuqlPZfwUGGtA/viewform
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SPRING GATHER TOGETHER EVENT 
Tuesday, April 25, 2023 10am to Noon 
Register Here 
  
Please join us at to the Fromm Institute Spring Gather Together event on Tuesday, 
April 25th, from 10 am to 12 pm, in Fromm Hall on the University of San Francisco 
campus. This event is an excellent opportunity for you to meet with our Spring 
Session faculty and learn about the diverse range of courses offered this Spring. 
Whether you are interested in fine arts, current events, political science or 
literature, our faculty members are passionate about sharing their knowledge 
and expertise with you. You can also obtain your USF student ID card, learn about 
the Fromm Institute Student Association (FISA) and other resources available 
to you as a Fromm Institute student. 
  
The Spring Gather Together event is a great opportunity for us to reconvene 
in person with other Fromm Institute students and build a stronger Fromm 
Institute community. You can share your experiences, learn from each other, 
and make new friends. Refreshments will be served, and we'll have plenty 
of time for socializing. Registration is required for contact tracing purposes. 
Secure your spot today at this informative and engaging event. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

HOW TO ENROLL 
Enrolling in Fromm Institute courses is easy and 
straightforward. First, go to fromm.gatherlearning.com and 
either sign in or create a free account. Once you're logged in, 
browse classes by subject on the home page. Click on the 
class tile to read the course description or view the class 
preview video. If you wish to enroll, click "Save My Seat" to 
add the course to your cart. 
  
If you want to enroll in more classes, simply return to the 
home page by clicking the Fromm Institute logo (often 
referred to as the "bookends") in the top left corner of the 
page. When you're done selecting courses, follow the 
instructions in your shopping cart to pay. You will receive 
confirmation emails for each course you choose. 
  
Your courses will now be listed in the menu near your name 
in the top right corner of the page, and you can access them 
there in the future. One hour before each lecture, the course 
Zoom link will be emailed to you. If you have any questions 
or concerns, don't hesitate to call us at 4154226805.  
 
 
 
 
 
FEES 
The fees for participating are $100 per class with a $50 
discount on your fourth or eighth class.  Scholarships are 
available for a maximum of four courses, but everyone must 
pay something toward their membership.  Your 
membership fee is not tuition and cannot be prorated or 
applied to a future session. Payment is collected online 
through enrollment and may be done using a credit card.

CONTACT US
The Fromm Institute office is open Monday through Thursdays and 
every other Friday.  You can reach us at:  
 
Phone: 4154226805    
 
Email: info@FrommInstitute.org.   Web: FrommInstitute.org 
 
Mailing Address:  
2130 Fulton St. | SF, CA  941171080

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-gather-together
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-gather-together
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-gather-together
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/login
mailto:info@fromminstitute.org
mailto:info@fromminstitute.org
https://www.fromminstitute.org/


 

MONDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
     THE FILMS OF ELIA KAZAN, PART 2: 1947 – 1963 

PROF. CARY PEPPER   Professor and Students meet inperson – this class will not meet online, but it will be recorded for later viewing. 
 
 
Elia Kazan has been called “one of the most honored and influential directors in...Hollywood history.” He also became one of Hollywood’s most 
controversial directors because of his testimony before the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities.  Nominated for seven Academy Awards, 
he won two, and was acknowledged with a Lifetime Achievement Award from the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences. He was 
instrumental in launching the movie careers of Marlon Brando, James Dean, Eli Wallach, Julie Harris, Eva Marie Saint, Lee Remick, Karl Malden, 
and Warren Beatty among many others, and his films were often unflinching in both style and subject matter. 
 
In this course, which is a followup to my first Kazan class, we’ll take an indepth look at eight more of his films: The Sea of Grass; Boomerang!; 
Pinky; Panic in the Streets; Viva Zapata!; Wild River; Splendor in the Grass and America, America. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Professor Cary Pepper 
Cary Pepper is a playwright, novelist, screenwriter, and nonfiction writer. His plays have been presented throughout the 
United States and internationally. He’s a fourtime contributor to the Best American Short Plays series from Applause Books, 
and he’s published dozens of articles as well as other nonfiction. He's taught film classes on Elia Kazan, Alfred Hitchcock, 
Billy Wilder, Francis Ford Coppola, film noir, Casablanca, and Double Indemnity. 
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SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

IN-PERSON RECORDED

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROBERT FORDHAM CHAIR IN LIBERAL ARTS

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/the-films-of-elia-kazan-part-2-1947-1963
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/the-films-of-elia-kazan-part-2-1947-1963
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/the-films-of-elia-kazan-part-2-1947-1963
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/the-films-of-elia-kazan-part-2-1947-1963


MONDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
     FIELDNOTES FROM A WORLD ON FIRE: UNDERSTANDING CLIMATE CHANGE AND OUR PROSPECTS FOR ADVERTING  
     GLOBAL CATASTROPHE       

PROF. DAVID PERITZ (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
     
For the first time in history it is not only conceivable but in fact quite likely that human action will result in the extinction of 
our species. We face, in climate change, an impending global catastrophe beyond the ethical imaginations of all but the most 
recent generations. The first years of the 2020s made this inescapably clear, as they presented extreme challenges to human 
communities throughout the world. The novel coronavirus pandemic spread suffering and misery along alltoofamiliar lines 
of preexisting vulnerability, while uncontrolled climate change continued to accelerate the predictably unpredictable growth 
of extreme weather events like devastating megafires, hurricanes, droughts, floods, landslide, and monsoons. This course 
will provide a foundation in the state of the current scientific knowledge of climate change and the multiple discrete and 
interacting planetary processes at work as the fact that the earth's atmosphere retains progressively, more solar energy drives 
new, mutually interacting dynamics in the weather, oceans, rain and other forests, icecaps, glaciers, and permafrost, fires, and various ecosystems. 
Having surveyed the complex but certain science of global climate change, it will then relate it to the pandemic via what is called the vulnerable 
world hypothesis: in light of advances in technology, population growth and interconnectivity, human activity increasingly threatens consequences 
that can literally alter the entire planetary ecosystem. The final focus of this conversation, then, will be on ethics and politics, and specifically 
how we might develop the normative and imaginative resources to grasp the enormity of the advancing climate crisis and our increasingly 
vulnerable world, to face up to the ethical challenges these unprecedented circumstances pose, and begin to develop new capacities for collective 
action to address the new threats we face. 

 
Professor David Peritz 
David Peritz earned his BA from Occidental College and Ph.D. from Oxford. A Professor at Sarah Lawrence since 2000, he 
is the recipient of a Marshall Scholarship and taught at Harvard, Deep Springs, Dartmouth, UC Berkeley, and Cornell. His 
research focuses on modern and contemporary political philosophy, especially theories of democracy and justice and their 
relation to issues of diversity and inequality. He has taught at the Fromm Institute since 2016 and in lifelong learning for 20 
years. He also directs the Minerva Academy of Lifelong Learning, and recently received a Mellon Foundation Grant to 
support his work in lifelong learning. 

SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

8

ZOOM HYBRID

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ROGER BOAS CHAIR IN GLOBAL HISTORY & WORLD AFFAIRS

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/fieldnotes-from-a-world-on-fire-understanding-climate-change-and-our-prospects-for-adverting-global-catastrophe
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/fieldnotes-from-a-world-on-fire-understanding-climate-change-and-our-prospects-for-adverting-global-catastrophe
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/fieldnotes-from-a-world-on-fire-understanding-climate-change-and-our-prospects-for-adverting-global-catastrophe
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/fieldnotes-from-a-world-on-fire-understanding-climate-change-and-our-prospects-for-adverting-global-catastrophe
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SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

MONDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
     GREAT AMERICAN SONGBOOK: THE MELODY MAKERS 

PROF. SONNY BUXTON (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.)   
Harold Arlen, Jimmy Van Heusen, Richard Rodgers, Duke Ellington and the Great American Songbook  all giants within their profession. The course 
will explore the meaning of the Great American Songbook and a select group of its contributors. These are the musicmakers, the melodypeople, 
the tunes we whistle and hum. 
 
We'll showcase special performances by Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald and Sarah Vaughan in concert. We will also profile the careers of many of the 
artists and composers. The course will take us from 'Tin Pan Alley' to Harlem to Hollywood. 
 
 
 
 

Professor Sonny Buxton 

Prof. Buxton’s lifelong passion has been music and documentary filmmaking. He has worked as a professional musician, with the 

likes of Peggy Lee, Billy Eckstine, and Bill Strayhorn. He has produced shows ranging in scope from the Motown Allstars to B. B. King, 

Ray Charles, Ella Fitzgerald, and Miles Davis. He traveled with Ellington producing an awardwinning audio documentary. A longtime 

jazz club/restaurateur in Seattle and SF, he has also had a long career in broadcasting working for KGO as a newsman, a talk show 

host, and an executive producer. He is a Northern California Emmy Awardee. He hosts “Saturday MidDay Jazz” on KCSM. Working as a social 

psychologist/football player have been parts of his life now being put into Memoirs of a Jazz Junkie: My First Two Hundred Years. 
 

ZOOM HYBRID

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/great-american-songbook-the-melody-makers
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/great-american-songbook-the-melody-makers
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/great-american-songbook-the-melody-makers
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/great-american-songbook-the-melody-makers


SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

MONDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
     LORRAINE HANSBERRY AND HER LITERARY DAUGHTERS: CONTEMPORARY BLACK WOMEN PLAYWRIGHTS 

PROF. SARITA CANNON   (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.)          

Lorraine Hansberry made history in 1959 with A Raisin in the Sun, the first play written by a Black woman to be produced on Broadway. This play, 

which depicts the struggles and triumphs of a workingclass AfricanAmerican family living on the South Side of Chicago in the 1950s, remains a 

beloved staple in the American dramatic canon. Yet Hansberry wrote a number of other plays, including What Use Are Flowers?, Les Blancs, and 

The Sign in Sidney Brustein’s Window. Her artistic and political vision have inspired many Black women playwrights who came after her. In addition 

to reading Hansberry’s aforementioned plays, we will also read contemporary plays by Lynn Nottage, Ntozake Shange, Suzan LoriParks, and 

Anna Deavere Smith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Sarita Cannon 

Born and raised in San Francisco, Sarita Cannon has over 20 years of teaching experience in K12 schools and institutions of higher 

learning. She holds an A.B. in Literature from Harvard University and a Ph.D. in English from UC Berkeley. A professor of English 

at San Francisco State University since 2006, Dr. Cannon teaches courses on 20th and 21stcentury U.S. Literatures, Ethnic 

American Literatures, Feminist Theory, Autobiography, and the Novel. She has presented her work at conferences in Spain, 

France, Portugal, Japan, South Africa, Tunisia, Morocco, Ghana, and Australia, and her scholarship has appeared in Biography, 

Ethnic Studies Review, Interdisciplinary Humanities, MELUS, Asian American Literatures: Discourses and Pedagogies, the quint, and CEA Critic. Her 

monograph BlackNative Autobiographical Acts: Navigating the Minefields of Authenticity was published by Lexington Books in 2021. In addition 

to her work as a scholar and educator, she is also a classically trained soprano who sings with various groups throughout the Bay Area.
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ZOOM HYBRID

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE SANOMAR “NONIE” BARR CHAIR IN LITERATURE

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/lorraine-hansberry-and-her-literary-daughters-contemporary-black-women-playwrights
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/lorraine-hansberry-and-her-literary-daughters-contemporary-black-women-playwrights
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/lorraine-hansberry-and-her-literary-daughters-contemporary-black-women-playwrights
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/lorraine-hansberry-and-her-literary-daughters-contemporary-black-women-playwrights
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SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

MONDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM       
      GLORIOUS VILLAINS: READING THE ANTI-HERO IN GREECE AND ROME 

PROF. JESSICA BLUM-SORENSEN  (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded).  
 

This course examines the complex and contradictory depictions of heroism throughout the GrecoRoman tradition. By thinking about what the 

bad guys of the ancient world can tell us about the hopes, fears, and questions of the societies in which they appear, we will look at how conflict—

international, intergenerational, familial, and internal—offers a space in which societies define themselves. 

 

Through the courses’ broad temporal scope, we will think about how heroism is portrayed diachronically, offering a window into how the ancient 

world has informed contemporary concepts of heroism. In turn, we will consider fame and infamy in the modern world, how what we choose to 

glorify or condemn reflects and shapes our own identity and values, and the problems raised by celebrating morally questionable deeds. 
 
 
 
 

 
Professor Jessica BlumSorensen  

Jessica BlumSorensen earned a PhD in Classical Philology from Yale University in 2015, an MA and MPhil from Yale in 2012, and 

a BA in  Classics from Trinity College Dublin in 2005. Before joining the USF Department of Languages, Literatures, and Cultures 

in 2017, she was a visiting assistant professor at Wabash College and a visiting lecturer at UC Irvine. 

 

She specializes in imperial Latin poetry and the epic tradition, and is coeditor of The Epic Journey in Greek and Roman Literature, 

published in 2019 with Cambridge University Press. Her forthcoming monograph, Epic Ambition: Hercules and the Politics of 

Emulation in Valerius Flaccus’ Argonautica (University of Wisconsin Press), examines the intersection of Roman social discourses and the epic 

tradition in the tumultuous political world of Flavian Rome. 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/glorious-villains-reading-the-anti-hero-in-greece-and-rome
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/glorious-villains-reading-the-anti-hero-in-greece-and-rome
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/glorious-villains-reading-the-anti-hero-in-greece-and-rome
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/glorious-villains-reading-the-anti-hero-in-greece-and-rome


SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM   
      COMPUTER HARDWARE – WHAT’S INSIDE THAT MAKES COMPUTER PROGRAMS WORK? 

PROF. JOHN LEVY  (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded).  
 

Your grandchildren are learning to program computers in their grade school, junior high school, 

and high school classes. You may know some programming, too. Are you curious to know what 

makes those programs run? This course is about all of the hardware technology that underlies 

computer programs, including processors, memory, and input/output modules; the logic circuits 

that make those modules work; and the electrical circuits that make the logic circuits work. You 

will also learn about how numbers and characters are encoded in the computer and how 

information is moved from one place to another inside  and outside  the computer. No prior 

knowledge of computer technology is required. 
 
  
 

 

 
Professor John Levy  

John Levy worked in the computer industry for over 25 years and now has a consulting practice as an expert witness in 

patent litigation related to computers and software. He holds a Ph.D. in Computer Science from Stanford, and engineering 

degrees from Cornell & Caltech. Dr. Levy has taught courses on computer systems design and lectured nationally for the 

IEEE Computer Society. 
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 IN-PERSON HYBRID

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/computer-hardware-whats-inside-that-makes-computer-programs-work
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/computer-hardware-whats-inside-that-makes-computer-programs-work
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/computer-hardware-whats-inside-that-makes-computer-programs-work
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/computer-hardware-whats-inside-that-makes-computer-programs-work
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SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

TUESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
      SPORTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 

PROF. ROY EISENHARDT  (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded).  
 
 
 
 
 

This course will explore many key issues facing sports in our current cultural and social environment. We will explore 
influences that are affecting dramatic change in sports at every level. Some of these influences are internally 
generated, such as the debate whether college athletes should be paid to play, or the alignment of the professional 
leagues with legal sports gambling. Other influences are debates external to sports that use sports as a proxy  
to mask a broader cultural debate. An example is conflicting state rules regarding sports participation based on 
gender identity. 
 
We will also explore the increased medical awareness of longterm health effects from sports injury, new rules 
entitling college players to earn money from their notoriety, and the overall impact of the conversion of college 
sports from “amateurism” to a business subsidiary within the university. We will sustain the assumption that sports 
contributes many positive effects to our society. However, throughout the course we will be attentive to the negative impact that polarization 
in our broader culture has on the continuing ability of sports to realize those positive effects. 
 
Suggestion by students for areas of discussion are very welcome. 
 
 
 

Professor Roy Eisenhardt 
Roy Eisenhardt graduated from Berkeley Law after serving in the Marine Corps, and practiced law in San Francisco until joining 
Berkeley as a visiting professor in 1978. During that period, he also coached freshman crew at UC Berkeley. In 1980 he became 
president of the Oakland Athletics, and in 1989 he accepted the role of Executive Director of the California Academy of Sciences. 
He additionally served as the interim President of the San Francisco Art Institute in 201011. Eisenhardt has served as a lecturer 
in law at Berkeley Law and University of San Francisco Law School. 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE HOWARD NEMEROVSKI CHAIR IN GOVERNMENT, SOCIETY & PUBLIC POLICY

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/sports-in-american-society
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/sports-in-american-society
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/sports-in-american-society
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/sports-in-american-society


SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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TUESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM 
     THE POWER OF LAW AND POETRY IN SHAPING THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT TO PROTECT OUR PHYSICAL AND 
     EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING 

PROFS. ERIC SINROD & DALE BIRON   (Professors will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
Since the industrial revolution, humans have polluted the planet almost beyond prior recognition.  This existential predicament has given birth 
to the environmental movement.  If we only dwell on the difficult and painful facts of pollution and climate change, we risk becoming 
overwhelmed and even despaired.  In this course taught together by two professors with different yet complementary expertise, we will explore 
the fascinating legal and social aspects surrounding the environmental movement, right alongside the artful ecological responses of some of 
our most talented poets. The goal is to provide deeper insights into our environmental predicament, while also covering positive environmental 
developments and lifting up and inspiring our hearts to stay more engaged, balanced and productive.  We will discuss legal advances in the U.S. 
in protecting air and water, the allocation of financial responsibility for environmental remediation, protection of the oceans, international climate 
change treaty cooperation, and the environmental youth brigade.  Just as the law is moving forward and needs to advance further to protect 
our physical beings and survival, so too we need to find better, more creative and fulsome ways to allow for our ability to cope emotionally. 
 
Professor Eric Sinrod 
Eric Sinrod has taught a variety of prior Fromm courses.  He is an Adjunct Professor at Sonoma State and Dominican University, where he has taught 
numerous graduate and undergraduate classes, including Environmental Law, Eco Justice, and the Law of Climate Change.  Sinrod was a Partner for 
many years of the international law firm, Duane Morris LLP.  He has been the lead trial attorney in some of the largest environmental cases in US 
history.  Prof. Sinrod has practiced law at the highest appellate levels, including the U.S. Supreme Court.  He has published dozens of scholarly 
articles, posted over 2,000 legal blogs, and has broadcast more than 300 audio /video podcasts over the years.  Prof. Sinrod's full professional 
biography can be accessed at:  https://www.duanemorris.com/attorneys/ericjsinrod.html 
 
Professor Dale Biron 
For nearly three decades, Dale has explored the frontiers of poetry, politics, ecology, and stories to create engaging and often transformational 
experiences. Known as a presenter who can bring poetry alive, he harnesses the power of poetry to excavate and clarify the most essential 
themes of our lives. As one of the first coachpoetstorytellers, Dale has taken his work into many diverse settings including universities, 
corporations, retreats, and political rallies. Growing up in the Piedmont region of North Carolina, under the careful watch of a New England bred 
Father who read voraciously, and a Southern born Mother who loved poetry, literature and Latin, Dale’s love for language was predestined. He 
is a former Poetry Editor for A Network for Grateful Living and served on the Board of Directors of the Marin Poetry Center. Dale’s book of poems, 
Why We Do Our Daily Practice, was published in 2014. His prose book, Poetry for The Leader Inside You – A Search And Rescue Mission For The 
Heart And Soul, was published by Blue Light Press/1st World Publishing in 2018. His work has appeared in the poetry anthology, How to Love the 
World – Poems of Gratitude and Hope, Animus Journal, A Year of Being Here, Gratefulness Poetry, Literally Literary, Poetry Palace, and The Ascent.

ZOOM HYBRID

ENROLL
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TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM 
    RELIGION, PSYCHOLOGY, AND MODERN LITERATURE 

PROF. NATE HINERMAN   (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
This class explores the psychosocial quest for religious experience, broadly conceived, by reflecting on selected group narratives and their impact 
on individuals. Social groups, particularly families, involve far more than amalgams of individuals cooperating to share certain physical and 
psychological spaces. Social groups can embody a vast array of forms, structures, multiplicities, and cultural heritages. The members of a social 
group can share histories, internalized perceptions, assumptions about the world, and a shared sense of purpose. Furthermore, social groups 
demonstrate types of systems woven together by powerful, often quite durable, reciprocal, and multigenerational cognitive and affective 
attachments (including loyalties) that can fluctuate in intensity (including distress) over time. Of course, social groups operate as systems 
embedded within larger communities and societies, and so their existences are shaped by the particular time and geographies they inhabit, in 
addition to the following interlocking dynamics: race, ethnicity, social class, familial roles, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, physical/mental 
health of its members, educational levels, financial security, and overall group values. All of these factors, and many others, influence the groups’ 
systemic development, including their beliefs, rules for acceptable behavior, degree of flexibility, and ways of responding to crises. 
 
At the heart of this class is a systems theory orientation that seeks to elaborate the various ways religious groups affect and are affected by other 
social forces, including its own members. Religion, clearly, affects and is affected by the sociocultural contexts in which it exists. In this class, we 
will utilize various contributions from Modern American fiction both to anchor and to amplify our discussions. In addition, we will learn 
psychological techniques from three popular schools of psychotherapy (Psychodynamic, Humanistic, CognitiveBehavioral) to aid our 
character/group analyses and overall investigations into the nature of religious community, in an effort to understand more deeply why certain 
spiritual crises arise, and how various groups and individuals address them. We will hold the following ecumenical definition of “spirituality” as 
our centerpiece: the intersection of questions of value, meaning, and relationship. This class also will encourage students to engage in macro 
and microlevel selfassessments regarding their own spiritual and/or religious identities. 
 

  
Professor Nate Hinerman 
I have taught at USF for over 20 years, a joint appointment in Nursing and Theology. Hospice, Palliative Care, and severe illness 
are my areas. My bio can be found here and here: https://www.usfca.edu/faculty/natehinerman 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/therapists/natehinermansanfranciscoca/765922 

ZOOM HYBRID

ENROLL

https://www.usfca.edu/faculty/nate-hinerman
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TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM 
     THE ART OF THE CON: SCREEN SWINDLES, GRIFTS AND HUSTLES 

PROF. RUTHE STEIN  (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded).  

Con artists regularly appear in the Old Testament, and they still make headlines reporting an expresident’s latest scam or how a politician builds 

his campaign on a pack of lies. Hollywood hasn’t had to look far for inspiration to create a genre whose eponymous titles like “The FlimFlam 

Man '' and “The Grifters” reveal a hustler at the center of the plotline. This course will examine different approaches from the con man who 

works alone in “The Music Man,” “The Wizard of Oz'' and “The Talented Mr. Ripley” to one who enlists partners in “Gambit” and most memorably 

“The Sting.” Particularly fascinating are films based on reallife cons like “American Hustle,” “Catch Me If  You Can” and the miniseries “The 

Dropout'' and “Inventing Anna.”  Swindlers often are presented as charming and portrayed by movie stars in their prime, Barbara Stanwyk, John 

Garfield and Montgomery Clift among them. They entice a mark to fall in love when the ploy really is to make off with the unsuspecting victim’s 

money.  Because of the prevalence of this plot, we’ll devote two weeks to screening scenes from prominent examples including  “The Lady Eve'' 

and “Washington Square.” The genre has attracted distinguished directors, and the class will finish by focusing on Alfred Hitchcock’s “Vertigo,” 

Martin Scorsese’s “The Wolf of Wall Street '' and David Mamet’s hypnotic trio centering on con artists. For an international twist Federico Fellini, 

Rene Clement and Claude Chabrol’s approach to this subject will be explored. 
 
 
 
 

Professor Ruthe Stein 

Ruthe Stein is the founder and codirector of the Mostly British Film Festival. For 50 years she covered movies as a critic and celebrity 

profiler for the San Francisco Chronicle. She is the author of Sitting Down with the Stars: Interviews with 100 Hollywood Legends 

and The Art of Single Living based on her syndicated singles column First Person Singular, which ran in 30 newspapers. Her articles 

appeared in the New York Daily News, US magazine and Cosmopolitan. She holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees from 

Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism.

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

ENROLL
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TUESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
     MODERN ARABIC SHORT STORY FROM EGYPT IN TRANSLATION 

PROF. GAYE WALTON-PRICE  (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded). 
 

This course explores contemporary Arabic short stories from a literary and cultural perspective. The text chosen for our 

exploration is TALES OF THE NILE 2021: MODERN EGYPTIAN SHORT STORIES, by Salwa Elhamamsy, Mona Naguib, Taghrid 

Fayad, and translator, Amal Elssa. This modernday anthology contains short stories by a variety of writers from Egypt, 

providing a varied glimpse into human love, hopes and dreams, passions, ideas and visions of their writers towards their 

lives in the homeland, in the context of today's teeming Egyptian sociocultural milieu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Gaye WaltonPrice 

Gaye D. WaltonPrice is a highly motivated and talented college professor, with years of teaching experience in a variety of 

academic settings. Dr. WaltonPrice earned her PhD in Arabic language and linguistics at Georgetown University; and she is 

currently the Arabic instructor at University of San Francisco. She has lived and worked in Tunis, Tunisia, and in Cairo, Egypt for 

extended periods of time. After nearly 20 years’ college and universitylevel teaching experience, she knows that her passion is 

the Arabic language, both teaching it, and doing research with it and in it. Along the way, she has also gained expertise in 

teaching humanities and philosophy courses. 

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

ENROLL
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WEDNESDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM 
     THE MEDICAL LECTURE SERIES  

VARIOUS LECTURERS   (Professors will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
 
The eight Medical lectures will address clinical problems, treatments and advances. The faculty is (mostly) from UCSF and are selected because 
in addition to being clinicians and scientists, they give good talks. If “What’s New in Medicine” interests you, The Fromm Medical Series will give 
you some of the answers. 

ZOOM HYBRID

Professor Melvin D. Cheitlin, M.D., FACP, MACC, Coordinator is an Emeritus Professor of Medicine, UCSF Former Chief of Cardiology,  

San Francisco General Hospital.

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-medical-lecture-series
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-medical-lecture-series
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-medical-lecture-series
https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/spring-medical-lecture-series
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WEDNESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM    
     RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN:  SOME ENCHANTED EVENINGS 

PROF. JONATHAN BAILEY  (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded). 
  

The revolutionary theater works of Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II have been eclipsed by the contemporary Broadway scene of Sondheim, 

Schwartz, Larsen, Miranda. And yet, it is upon the radical framework pioneered by these men that today’s Broadway creations rely. In this class we will 

explore Rodgers’ and Hammerstein’s rich musical and lyrical vocabulary as they created standards such as “The King and I,” “South Pacific” and 

“Oklahoma!” as well as several of their lesserknown works. In the process we can study the radical nature of their shows – seeing and hearing them as 

social documents who tell us who we were and who we are. 

 

 

 
Professor Jonathan Bailey 

Professor Bailey holds degrees in music from Northwestern, UC Berkeley, and a doctorate from Stanford University. He was 

dean and professor at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music prior to teaching in the Yale School of Music where he conducted 

the Yale Concert Choir, the New Haven Chorale and taught courses in the history of music. Currently Jonathan is professor 

emeritus at Pomona College in Claremont, California where he was chair of the Music Department and conductor of the College’s 

choral ensembles. Twice he won the coveted ‘outstanding teacher of the year’ award. He has been a program consultant for 

National Public Radio, an Arts Commissioner with the city of West Hollywood, and for 13 years, Artistic Director of the Gay Men’s 

Chorus of Los Angeles. A recipient of two Fulbright research grants, he has traveled and studied in Europe and Australia. 

Professor Bailey has taught at the Fromm Institute since 2012 and has held the position of Academic Advisor since 2017.

SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

ENROLL
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WEDNESDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
     INDIAN PAINTING 

PROF. DEBASHISH BANERJI    (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
 
This course will introduce paintings from India from their earliest remains in the 5th c. caves of Ajanta through their appearance on paper in 
Buddhist and Jaina contexts around the 9th c., the hybrid IndoPersian painting in the courts of Islamic rulers in preMughal, Mughal and Deccani 
periods (16th  18th c.), the influence of European painting from the 17th c. and upto its modern manifestations in the 20th c. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Professor Debashish Banerji 
Debashish Banerji, PhD is Haridas Chaudhuri Professor of Indian Philosophy and Culture and Doshi Professor of Asian Art at 
the California Institute of Integral Studies. He is also the program chair in the EastWest Psychology department. Professor 
Banerji obtained his PhD in Art History from the University of California, Los Angeles on the topic of art and nationalism in 
India by focusing on the life and work of the artist Abanindranath Tagore, one of the founders of modern Indian art. He 
served as Professor of Indian Studies and Dean of Academics at the University of Philosophical Research in Los Angeles. He 

has taught as adjunct faculty in Art History at the Pasadena City College, University of California, Los Angeles and University of California, 
Irvine. From 20052009, he was the Director of the International Center for Integral Studies in New Delhi, India, an online graduate academic 
institution which he took through accreditation under the Indira Gandhi National Open University system. From 19922006, Banerji served as 
the president of the EastWest Cultural Center, Los Angeles, an institution dedicated to academic research and presentation of Indian 
philosophy and culture in the US. He is presently the Executive Director of Nalanda International based in Los Angeles. Banerji has curated a 
number of exhibitions of Indian and Japanese art. He has edited a book on the Indian poet Rabindranath Tagore and is the author of two 
books: The Alternate Nation of Abanindranath Tagore (Sage, 2010) and Seven Quartets of Becoming: A Transformational Yoga Psychology 
Based on the Diaries of Sri Aurobindo(DK Printworld and Nalanda International, 2012). 

ZOOM HYBRID

ENROLL

https://fromm.gatherlearning.com/events/indian-painting
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THURSDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM   
     A FRESH LOOK AT FRENCH ART 

PROF. AVRIL ANGEVINE   (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded). 
 
From the 18th century to the 20th, France was the creative center of Western art. We’ll look at the art of these exciting years, and at the artists 
who propelled French cultural dominance. We’ll see some familiar faces—Édouard Manet, Paul Cézanne, Henri Matisse—and round out France’s 
art pantheon with some women artists you’ll want to know. 
 

Professor Avril Angevine 
Avril is an arts lecturer with a particular interest in modern, contemporary, and California art, who has lectured on many subjects at 
various locations in the Bay Area, including the OLLI programs at Cal State East Bay, Dominican College, San Francisco State, and the 
Fromm Institute. Avril has a BA in English and an MA in Comparative Literature from UC Berkeley and teaches English and Humanities 
at local colleges. She is also a museum guide at the SF Museum of Modern Art, and a docent at the Oakland Museum of California.
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  NOTE - TWO CLASSES APPEAR BELOWSPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS W/ BIOS

THURSDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM   
     SOLO AND ORCHESTRA: CONCERTOS AND THEN SOME  

PROF. SCOTT FOGLESONG    (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
 
 
The concerto, typically a work for a soloist (or two or three) plus orchestra, is among Western music’s oldest genres, and it’s very much a living, 
breathing enterprise today. We’ll cover early concertos—think Bach, think Vivaldi, think Handel—and move on to familiar and beloved works by 
Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Schumann, Brahms, Liszt, Sibelius, Tchaikovsky, and many others as we survey not only concertos, 
but other works for a solo instrument and orchestra—pieces as varied as Manuel de Falla’s Nights in the Gardens of Spain, Beethoven’s Romances 
for Violin and Orchestra, or Sergei Rachmaninoff’s Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini. 
 

Professor Scott Foglesong 
Scott Foglesong is the Chair of Musicianship & Music Theory at the SF Conservatory of Music, where he has been a faculty member since 
1978. In 2008, he was the recipient of the Sarlo Award for Excellence in Teaching. A Contributing Writer and Pre Concert Lecturer for the 
SF Symphony, he also serves as Program Annotator for the California Symphony, Grand Teton Music Festival, Maestro Foundation, and 
Left Coast Chamber Ensemble. As a pianist, he has appeared with the Francesco Trio, Chanticleer, members of the Symphony, and 

solo/chamber recitals nationwide in a repertoire ranging from Renaissance through ragtime, jazz, and modern. At the Peabody Conservatory he studied 
piano with Elizabeth Katzenellenbogen; later at the SF Conservatory he studied piano with Nathan Schwarz, harpsichord with Laurette Goldberg, and 
theory with Sol Joseph and John Adams.

ZOOM HYBRID

 IN-PERSON HYBRID

PRESENTED UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE BARBARA FROMM CHAIR IN CLASSICAL MUSIC 

ENROLL
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THURSDAYS FROM 10:00AM – 11:40AM  
     SEMINAR: START THE MORNING WRITE 

PROF. CHARLIE VARON  (Professor and Students meet inperson – this class will not meet online, and it will not be recorded.) 
  
Each of our minds is a palace of memory and imagination. It is from inside this palace that we do our best writing. But how do we get 
started? How do we get past the anxiety and selfconsciousness that most of us feel when we sit down to write? Each session I’ll give 
you a series of prompts that bypass those obstacles, lighten up the process, and get you writing. The prompts are fun, surprising, and 
sometimes even mischievous. I’ll also talk about the creative process and how to set up the conditions to sustain your writing over time. 
This is a class for people at all levels, from beginners who want to get started to seasoned writers who need a jolt of fresh energy. For 
those who wish, there will be optional followup prompts to take the next step in your writing. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Charlie Varon 
The San Francisco Chronicle has credited Charlie Varon with “redefining the medium” of solo performance. For over 30 years, he 
has written, performed, directed and taught at The Marsh Theater in San Francisco. Charlie’s awardwinning shows – all created 
in collaboration with David Ford – include Rush Limbaugh in Night School, The People’s Violin, Rabbi Sam, and Second Time Around, 
a collaboration with worldrenowned cellist Joan Jeanrenaud. Since 2004, Charlie has collaborated with and directed Dan Hoyle 
on his hit solo shows, including Tings Dey Happen, The Real Americans and Border People. Charlie’s current focus is his work as a 
coach and mentor – for doctors, rabbis, public speakers, comedians, political activists, and especially those who don’t think of 

themselves as professional writers. “I'm passionate about the craft of storytelling, and creating the conditions where anyone can express and 
share their truth.”

SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS

IN-PERSON ONLY

ENROLLMENT NOTE: This class is limited to 25 students on a first come, first served basis. The first meeting (May 4)  
is required, as is regular attendance. Please do not apply unless you can make this commitment.  

ENROLL
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THURSDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
     EINSTEIN FOR POETS: HIS IDEAS EXPLAINED IN EVERYDAY LANGUAGE 

PROF. ANDREW FRAKNOI   (Professor will teach online – Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded.) 
 

This class is an illustrated, nontechnical introduction to some of the most aweinspiring ideas 
from the work of Albert Einstein. It is designed specifically for people with little or no science 
background. Using lots of images, analogies, and sprinklings of humor, we will cover both 
his theories of relativity (and his thinking about space, time, and gravity) plus some of his 
ideas about the realm inside the atom. You will come away from this course with a new 
appreciation of the physical world and its behavior under extreme conditions. You’ll also see 
why Einstein’s ideas still continue to fascinate both scientists and science fiction fans. We’ll 
also cover some of the ways that scientists (especially astronomers) have now confirmed 
Einstein’s most bizarre predictions. Topics will include the warping of space, time travel, 

black holes, gravity waves, and the idea that light and atoms can behave sometimes like waves and sometimes like particles. 
 
  
 
 
 

Professor Andrew Fraknoi 
Andrew Fraknoi retired in 2017 as the Chair of the Astronomy Department at Foothill College and served for 14 years as the 
Executive Director of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific. He has taught courses about Einstein and his work for three 
decades. Fraknoi has appeared regularly on local and national radio, explaining astronomical developments in everyday language, 
and was the California Professor of the Year in 2007. He is the lead author of a free, online, college astronomy textbook 
(Astronomy from OpenStax) and a children's book, When the Sun Goes Dark. He also writes science fiction inspired by 
astronomy. See: http://fraknoi.com for more about his work. 
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ZOOM HYBRID

ENROLL
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THURSDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM   
     THE PROBLEM OF REALITY: READING AND SEEING THE WORLD 

PROF. VIRGINIA RAMOS   (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend inperson or online – this class will be recorded). 
 
  
The world’s increased fusion of images, visual arts and personal narratives challenges our minds and can make us feel utterly confused, excited, 
or even manipulated. Exploring these “realities” can help us understand human needs, political acts, social transformations as well as the workings 
of our own brain. Can images act as words? Can words act as images? Can photography tell stories? What is a modern tale? And why does it 
matter? This course studies visual and textual examples of how a particular fusion of elements can provoke particular emotions and actions. We 
will study examples of texts that cross language, logic and time and tell stories ranging from ecological tragedies to travels across continents, 
cities or extraordinary experiences. 
 
In this class we will see how form intersects with autobiography, memory and reality. By studying these ways of “reading” and “seeing” the 
world in the texts we will be asking ourselves if we can recognize the social question they pose and why we feel as we feel when we see them 
or read them. 
 
The texts for the course include novels, films, poems and visual texts by Angel Jovè, Anne Carson, Julio Llamazares, Yoko Tawada, Horacio 
Castellanos Moya, W.G. Sebald and Abdelkebir Khatibi and some theoretical and critical writings as accompanying readings. 
 
 
 

Professor Virginia Ramos 

Virginia Ramos is a Spanish and American poet, and scholar. She holds a doctoral degree in Comparative Literature from Stanford 

University and is the former Managing Editor of Mantis, A Journal of Poetry, Criticism and Translation. Her essays and reviews 

have appeared in several publications in the US and Europe and her first fulllength poetry book ARC is forthcoming from Graydon 

Miller Books. Her overall research interest centers on multigenre texts, lyrical novels, and poetry. She works in Spanish, English, 

French and German literature. She teaches at the University of San Francisco, and is an elected member of the Executive Council at the Modern 

Language Association.

SPRING 2023 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS WITH FACULTY BIOS
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THURSDAYS FROM 1:00PM – 2:40PM  
     TALES OF TWO CITIES: SAN FRANCISCO AND NEW YORK IN 
    AMERICAN STUDIES 

PROF. RODGER BIRT    (Professor will teach inperson, Students can attend in
person or online – this class will be recorded). 
Tales of Two Cities: San Francisco and New York in American Studies, a 
multidisciplinary study. Using literary and visual texts, I want to investigate 
specific historical realities and abiding mythologies manifested in the cultural 
histories of these two urban settings. Selected writers: Walt Whitman; Bret Harte; 
Mark Twain; Frank Norris; Stephen Crane; Henry James; Edith Wharton; Nella 
Larsen; Claude McKay; Jack Finney; and Charles Yu. Selected visual texts and 
architectural sites: first contact painters; city maps, plans, and views; 
photography and painting in San Francisco and New York in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries. From an examination of the preceding texts and artifacts, a rich San FranciscoNew York dialogue will emerge which, 
I hope, will encourage us to talk about topics currently at the heart of our national conversation. These topics include: Culture Wars; Red and 
Blue States; Critical Race Theory and the 1619 Project; Gender, Race, Religion, and Ethnicity; Beat, Hip, and Woke; Globalization and the United 
States; Violence in America; Diversity; and Sexuality. 
 
 

Professor Rodger Biert 

Rodger Birt received his B.A. and M.A. in History from Indiana University and his Ph.D. in American Studies from Yale. He was a 

Danforth Fellow at Yale, and the recipient of Ford Foundation and Rockefeller Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowships. He has 

published articles and books concerning photography in the history of San Francisco and New York. His most recent publication 

is "An African American Presence Revealed in Arnold Genthe's 1906 Earthquake and Fire Photographs," in Among The Ruins: Arnold 

Genthe's Photographs of the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Firestorm, 2021. He is Professor Emeritus, San Francisco State 

University, where he taught American Studies and Humanities (19802008). Professor Birt has taught at the Fromm Institute since 2016.
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GIFTS OF/OVER $50,000 
The Estate of Sanomar Barr 
Roy & Betsy Eisenhardt 
David Fromm 
Brian Lurie & Caroline Fromm Lurie 
Sue Kubly 
The Estate of Peter Stone 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $20,000 
Lawrence & Terry Hill 
The Estate of Joseph Koerpel 
Carrie & Ronald Ludwig 
The Estate of Dr. Ellamae Simmons 
Ramil & Cynthia Wright 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $10,000 
Albert Fraenkel, II 
The Charles & Barbara Goodman Foundation 
Family of Al Jonsen 
Peter & Melanie Maier 
Constance Marvin Little 
Arlene Waksberg & Mike Clark 
William & Diane Zuendt 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $5,000 
Sherri Chiesa 
Lorrie & Richard Greene 
Jill Kramer 
Jay & Susan Mall 
Wayne & Murphy Robins 
Jordan Sachs 
Jack & Betty Schafer 
Gerald Schall 

GIFTS OF/OVER $2,500 
Frank & Catherine Bator 
Leon Blum & Arlene Helfand 
Nancy Boas 
Greg & Alma Brown 
Margie Chen & Clinton Young 
Elizabeth Ann Cromey 
Abby Kochavi 
Richard & Paola Kulp 
Linda Marks & Earl Blauner 
Diane Compagno Miller 
Irene Minabe & Hector Esparza 
Howard & Jacqueline Nemerovski 
Joelle Steefel 
Lee & Peggy Zeigler 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $1,000 
Barry Baron & Constance Goodyear 
Joan & Barry Boothe 
Eleanor & Bernard Burke 
Tyrone Cannon 
Eleanor CanovaDavis 
Marilyn Charm 
Melvin & Hella Cheitlin 
Therese Doan & William Vinson 
Ralph & Joelle Edler 
Alan Entine 
Francis L. Fraenkel 
Marc & Gail Goldyne 
Shari Gropper 
Richard Harroch & Mona Lessing Harroch 
Frederic & Carole Anne Holloszy 
Lyn Isbell 
Robert & Patricia Jacobs 

Lynn Jacobs & Stanley Adler 
Dennis Jaffe 
Bonnie & Peter Jensen 
Stephen Kadysiewski 
Susan Kaplan 
Rachel E. Kish 
John & Adrienne Ladd 
Diane Lawrence 
Roger Low 
Bruce & Judy McGrath 
Elizabeth Milano 
Marilyn Mullem & David Melnick 
Joyce P. Nachtrieb 
Ernest & Eva Newbrun 
Karen Nibbi 
Alan & Nancy Raznick 
Barry & Janet Robbins 
Doré SelixGabby 
Gary & Dana Shapiro 
Paul & Sheri Siegel 
Arthur Simon & Diana Blank 
Hal & Vera Stein 
Alberta Sweeney 
Lisa & Todd Wagner 
Judy Wedgley 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $500 
Anonymous 
Aaron & Simon AlmendaresBerman 
Jonathan Bailey 
Francis Barham 
Glenn Bauer 
Terence Chu 
David & Carla Crane 

Thank you to the following donors who supported the Fromm Institute for Lifelong 

Learning with a contribution to the 2022 Annual Appeal (gifts received between June 1, 

2021 through May 31, 2022) and through the Students Helping Students giving program 

by adding an extra amount to their membership fees to support student scholarships.
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Christine Cronin 
Della Dobranski 
Peter G. Dworkin 
Kerry Egdell & Carl D’Amico 
Hartmut Fischer & Anne Harvey 
Johanna Lidia Fogl 
Newton Fong 
Joyce Friedman 
Jean & Alex Gansa 
Mona Geller 
Joseph Goldman 
Rupert & Jane Grimm 
Elizabeth Hazard 
Kathryn Hecht 
Marlies Hensel 
Suzanne Hom 
Jerome & Linda Hosken 
Sarnia Hayes Hoyt 
John Hudson 
Jerome & Marilyn Jacobson 
Robert Jasper 
Ann Jorgensen 
Joel & Adela Karliner 
Barbara Kelly 
Tom & Susan Kennelly 
Sam Lauter 
Anne Long 
Carol Maddison 
William & Catherine Madison 
Robbin Mashbein & Steve Lipton 
Jeffrey & Shay Morris 
Margaret Morrow 
Jay & Judy Nadel 
Don Pattison 
Robert & Rochelle Pola 
Joel & Roberta Porter 
Donna Rosenthal & Joseph Lurie 
Laurel & Sidney Samuels 
Delphia Scully 
James Shapiro 
Elizabeth Shea 

Lawrence Simi & Janet Rogers 
Audrey & Robert Sockolov 
David Soffa 
James Sokol 
John Stephen Spellman 
Larry Stites 
Robert & Ellen Tollen 
Arnie Turrentine & Sandra Francisco 
Marilyn Waldman 
Fern Warner 
Anita Wornick 
Lonnie Zwerin & Frank Mainzer 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $250 
Persis Ainey 
Alice Aronow 
Sara Bailis 
Lonnie Barbach 
Patricia Bashaw 
Janet Beckerman 
Edwin & Patricia Berkowitz 
Borden & Elizabeth Bloom 
Roberta Borgonovo 
Sue Broad 
Bud & Nancy Bronstein 
Isabel Caglieri 
Virginia Caldwell 
Pamela Carey 
Carlisle Residents Association 
Betty J. Carmack 
Elaine Chan 
Andrew & Suzanne Colvin 
Jay & Madelene Davies 
Diane Denzler & Ernest Beffel 
Margaret Mary Dolan 
Betty Dvorson 
William Eddelman 
Harvey Edelman 
Gary Fracchia 
Elizabeth Fracchia 
Alice Freed 

Linda & Jerry Goldstone 
Harris Goodman 
Sally & Gil Gradinger 
Dan Granoff 
Tama Greenberg 
Ellinor Hagedorn 
Jack Hoffman 
Henry Schuyler Horn, III 
Joan Huff 
Roger Jeanson 
Sossie Kasbarian 
Gene Kaufman 
Stephen & Lynne Kaufman 
Brian & Anne Kearney 
Jacques & Sandra Kerrest 
Harvey & Agatha Leighnor 
Allan Lerch 
Alvin & Rosanne Levitt 
David & Marilyn Levy 
Marian Liebow 
Ann Ludwig 
William Lynch 
Michael & Sally McNulty 
Susan & Jack Molinari 
Dennis J. Morris 
Kenda Noble 
Kathleen O’Hara & Larry Eilenberg 
Adele Passalacqua 
Jeffrey Ross & Jan Platt 
Mary Joy Quinn 
Gayle Reynolds 
Lois Roach 
Mary Elizabeth Ryan 
David Salem 
John & Sara Schram 
Janet Schroder 
Midori Scott 
Paul & Lynn Sedway 
Douglas Shamp 
Joseph Spaulding 
Grace Spence 
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David Spring 
Margaret Jane Swigart 
Breton Kaiser Taylor 
Marian Tessler 
Amy Tick 
Jon Tolson 
Mary Turner 
William Bennett Turner 
Peter Warhit 
Jill Warren 
Martin & Karen Weiner 
Mel Weinert 
Manfred Wolf 
Russell Woo 
Sherie Yazman 
Pat Zin 
Carl & Betty Zlatchin 
 
GIFTS OF/OVER $100 
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Thomas Alan Abels 
Susan Adams 
Cynthia Alba 
Donna Alban 
Carol Anderson 
Mary Ann Aronson 
Diane Aubry 
Raymond Auker 
Gwyne Axelrod 
Michael Bailey 
Carol Banks 
Alejandro Bartning 
Dolores Bee 
Valli Benesch 
Rosemary Jones & Richard Berndt 
Michael Bernstein 
Michael A. Bernstein 
David Bezanilla 
Kelly Bourke 
Patricia Bourne 

Bridget Boylan 
Carole & Marvin Breen 
Alfred & Ardis Breslauer 
Margaret Brickner 
Christine Bruch 
Dennis & Mary Lou Brydon 
Barbara Bunce 
John Burns 
Cynthia Burt 
Dorla Cantu 
Martin Carcieri 
Aurele Carlat 
Ann Marie Carrick 
Janet & Ben Castaneda 
Carol Ceelen 
Danise Chandler 
Linda Chapman 
Ruth E. Churchill 
Sheila Collins 
Huguette Combs 
Barbara Conahan & Scott Miller 
Kip Cranna 
Thomas Daniels 
Victoria de Alcuaz 
Sharon Dickson 
Beate DietzeReid 
Arnold Dito 
Laird & Gale Doherty 
George & Jean Dowdall 
Richard & Sandy Drew 
Ursula Egli 
Judith Einbinder 
Paul & Karin Eisele 
Candace Engelsen 
Lolita Erlanger 
Phyllis Faber 
Charles A. Feldman 
Arthur & Marilee Fenn 
Mariann Ferretti 
William & Nancy Fischer 
David A. Fisher 

Mel Flyer 
Joann Fong 
Harriet M. Fotis 
Gerald Frattali 
Philip & Velia Frost 
Wayne & Helen Fung 
Stephen Garber 
Linda Gebroe 
Donna George 
Hinda Gilbert 
Joan Gilbert 
Daniel J. Gill 
Teresa Glotzbach 
Sharon Gocha 
Suzy Golden 
Jonathan Golovin 
Paul Goodman 
Sidney & Deanne Gottfried 
Edmund Green 
Alvin & Marie Greening 
John & Deborah Greenspan 
Irene Halpern 
Suellen Hamby 
Kevin & Susan Hanley 
Dale Harvey 
Ann Hayes 
Eve Heyman 
Elaine Hilp 
Harry Hollander 
Joan Howell 
Diane Onorato Huddleston 
Andrea & Philip Husby 
Marsha Ann Irwin 
Scott Crocker Jacobs 
Barbara Janeff 
Lynn Schmitz Johnson 
Kim Jones & Charles Ray 
Evelyn Jones Rich 
Laurie Kahn 
John & Catharine Kalin 
Zeeva Kardos 
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Fred Karren 
Philip Kelber 
Claudia Kelly 
James Keolker & Kal Edwards 
Patricia Kirk 
Laura & Rob Klapper 
Jim & Elaine Kohn 
Susan Kolb 
Marlene Kono 
Michael L. Korbholz 
Gerald Kurtz 
Suzanne Levaggi 
Richard Levenberg 
Susan Levinson 
Noel & Lois Lieberman 
Connie F. Little 
Barry & Carol Livingston 
Thomas Longust 
Louise Lowry 
Robert Lurie 
Pat Lynch 
Diane Lynch 
Mary Ellen Magee 
David Manace 
Jonathan Marsh 
Ron & Marilyn Massa 
Irene Mattei 
Lucia Matzger 
Marianne McCarthy 
Robert & Mary McKenzie 
Catherine McKown 
Elyce Melmon 
Jose Mendez & Michael Burke 
Rima Miller 
Joan Minninger 
Gary Mizono 
Sylvia Morafka 
Robert Morgan 
Louise Marie Morris 
Anne B. Morris 
Maureen Murphy 

Norma Murphy 
Patricia Jane Murphy 
James & Ellen Myerberg 
Christine Nahnsen 
Joseph Najpaver 
Doris Neuberger 
Terry O’Neill 
Julie Orio 
Nicholas Paleologos 
Dvora Parker 
John & Anne Parker 
Joyce Pavlovsky 
Stephen & Laura Pearce 
Gerald & Judith Pelzner 
Arthur Perkins 
James Perloff 
Martha Phongpitag 
Phyllis Rothman Charitable Fund 
Robert & Marie Pierce 
Renee Powers 
Vera Price 
Norma Randig 
Mary Kay Reager 
Nancy Ream 
Beth Reiland & Marty Magid 
Janet Reinhart 
Andie Rice 
Morton Rivo 
Thomas Charles Robinson 
Peter H. Roepke 
Mark Rosenberg 
John & Ellen Rothmann 
Ellen Sakoloff 
Monique Samaha 
Peter & Barbara Sapienza 
Alesia Saterfield 
Laurel SchaeferTrent 
Patricia Schulz 
Richard & Antje Shadoan 
Susan Shafton 
Frada Shapiro 

Linda Sharp 
Elena Sheehan 
William & Holly Shepard 
Dale Silver 
Robert & Wendy Singley 
Ronald Slaby 
Regina Sneed 
Joan Solomon 
Susan Sommers 
Leslie Spector 
Ronald Sribnik 
David Stein & Phyllis Kempner 
Cynthia R. Stern 
Harold Stoddard 
John Thomas Stringer 
Sheila Stuart 
Teri Susmann 
Susan Sweeney 
Anne Kaiser Taylor 
Elizabeth Terplan 
Elizabeth F. Thomas 
Susan Tierney 
Jane Tobin 
Evelyn Topper 
Rebecca Tracy 
Donald & Joan Trauner 
Thomas Trent 
John Uilkema 
Frances Villafuerte 
Barbara Walcom 
Douglas & Judith Weil 
Leonard Weingarten 
Ann Weinstein 
Daniel D. Weinstein 
Sue Weinstein 
Stephen Weissman 
Lawrence & Caroline Werboff 
Lori Wider 
Nelson & Diana Wild 
Emily & William Williams 
Dennis Wolbers 
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Sheldon & Rhoda Wolfe 
Maylene Wong 
Amy R. Worth 
Gerald & Nancy Wright 
Carolyn Wright 
Jerald Young 
David Zenoff 
Nina Zentner 
Liliya Zingertal 
 
GIFTS UP TO $100 
Nancy Achorn 
Sherry Agnos 
Diane Akers 
Michele Anderson 
Ellen Ansel 
Joyce Appelbaum 
Barbara Aspelin 
Erica Baccus 
Ann Bailey 
Barbara Bankovitch 
Marigrace Bannon 
Ann Barkley 
Deborah Barr 
Mickey Benas 
Elizabeth Bero 
Mark & Beverly Best 
Paige Birdsall 
John Blackman 
Nora Blay 
Catherine Blumberg 
Kathleen B. Bodnar 
Nancy Boland 
Alfred & Therese Brandi 
Herb & Anne Briggin 
Patricia & Eric Brody 
Bree Brown 
Doug & Alice Brown 
Leah Brown 
Jacqueline Buckley 

Linda & Tom Burns 
Philip Bylund 
Sharon Carman 
Vincent Casper 
Mary Cerutti 
Joseph Cisper 
Marcia Clark 
Lisa Clay 
Nancy Clothier 
Morton C. Cohen 
Angela M. Cohen 
Judith Cohen & Malcolm Gissen 
John Cremer 
Carol Ann D’Amico 
Clarissa Daniel 
Elizabeth Darr 
Elanor DeMartini 
Lelia Dewey 
Laura DiPiano 
Paul Drexler 
Thomas Duffy 
Peter & Jeanette Dunckel 
Linda F. Duritz 
Rosalie Emanuel 
Linda Enger 
Paul Erickson 
Carol Fletcher 
Richard G. Floyd 
Judy Flum 
Carolyn Forsyth 
Steve Fossum 
Elizabeth Francisco 
Robert & Priscilla Frank 
Susan Friedman 
George & Barbara Gabriel 
Sally Galway 
David & Myrna Garfield 
Hal Gerrish 
Walt & Barb Gmelch 
Jesse Goldberg 
Beth Goldstein 

Linda U. Gore 
Gale Gottlieb 
Roseann Gould 
Martha Graham 
James Greenberg 
Barbara Gregor 
Marian Grogan 
Richard Gunn 
Ellen Haller 
David Hants 
Frank Harris 
Carol Harris 
Mary Liz Harris 
Pamela Hayward 
Dan Heffernan 
Patricia Heldman 
Ruth Herring 
Karen I. Hirsch 
Cheryl Howell 
Martha Jacobs 
Andrea Jacoby & Robert Brody 
Virginia Johnson 
Lona Jupiter 
Evelyn Jurow 
Helga Justman 
Madeline Kardos 
Joyce Keil 
Alec & Joanne Keratzides 
Michael & Rachel Kesselman 
Delores Kimmel 
Stephanie Kipperman 
Ralph Kirk 
Lorinda Lasus 
Alan Lee 
Barbara Leopold 
Robert & Betty Levine 
John Levy 
Wayne Lew 
Sherril Lew 
Jo Licata 
Adrienne Lieu 
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Ronald & Sandra Linder 
Paul & Stephanie Lovette 
Elaine Lowenthal 
Dolores Mackinnon 
Theodora Maestre 
Judith Mahnke 
Eileen M. Malley 
Joanne Mandel 
Evelyn Manies 
Joan Mannheimer & Stewart Gabel 
Margery E. Marble 
Jacquelyn Marie 
Steven Martin 
Patrice McElroy 
David & Alison McKee 
Mary McManus 
Jeanne McManus 
Kathleen Montague 
Roslyn Moore 
Noreen A. Movitz 
Eyleen S. Nadolny 
Betsy Nakamura 
Jered Nelson 
Christina & Geoffrey Norman 
Manny & Debby Nosowsky 
Florence O’Malley 
David & Mary O’Neill 
Susan O’Sullivan 
Eileen B. Olicker 
Yolanda OrtegaGonzalez 
Catherine H. Patterson 
Lorraine Perry 
Rita Piagneri 
Eugene Potente 
Greg Potts 
Courtney Rice 
Emily Richie 
Marjorie J. Riley 
Rosemary Roach 
Jaclynne Roberts 
Ira Ross 

Glenda & Harold Ross 
Geri Rossen 
Kathleen Ryan 
Guy Sanford 
Hedi Saraf 
Joan Saxton 
Robert & Marina Schenk 
Judith & Lary Schiller 
Elena Schmid 
Anita Schmukler 
Diana Scott 
Toby Scott 
Iris Segal 
Marcia Settel 
Peggy Shapera 
Nancy SheftelGomes 
Irene Shelchuk 
Fred Sherman 
Stanley Shields 
Jeanette Shinsako 
Stephanie Sigue 
Laverne Simon 
Peter Smith 
Lesley Solte 
David Sperling 
Paul & Heather Sterner 
Carol Stone 
Patrick S. Swift 
John L. Temple 
Donna Terdiman 
William Terry 
Rae Terry 
John Theede 
Paula Tint 
Clifford Tong 
Diane Torkelson 
Irina Torrey 
Paula TracySmuin 
Lorri Ungaretti 
Robert Urstein 
Kathleen Valesano 

Carla Villalba 
John Welsh 
Ann E. Wengert 
Judie Wertheimer 
Alfred Whitman 
Audrey M. Williams 
Dawn Wilson 
Diane Wilson 
Delene Wolf 
Stan Yantis 
Alfred & Christina Yuen

Your generous 

financial support is 

so helpful and 

greatly appreciated 

by all of us at the 

Fromm Institute. 

Thank you.
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